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MSM>BAKDUL' TO MR. HOOVER, DIRECTOR, FEDEBAL BUREAU 0? INVESTIGATION 



Attached hereto is an anonymous letter dated June 28, 

o 

1939, which was nailed in Hew Orleans, Louisiana. 

Please take such action as you may deem the above-mentioned 
corununication warrants. 




Matthew J. McGuire 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney 
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fbat Of flea Bl&$ 

Sew Oyleenis,La» 7 ' 

. • r--,:' 1 

Gitlze&t* 

m end to* i^jeats in l^siej^^ 

this they aeooraliy went tQ the »Af , *ad sane on# -Iweys na* «#r«*4 'W* W»-|Cji» 
Fenn, I hope you gentlene rmre the ocnfidaneo .** $h» 'Aatfrioaji Teoplo by bria^if i 
60 ount- of those well thought of l^entleaen thet hero become, lower then the (mm 
Highway fhlef. ?.< * £ i ^v^.,^;^r- < H-^y^t" ; *~ 

1 Right 1* our midst, >» fete scale very startling faots to fas*; Bfcf § - ; 
hops that tho exposure of Dr Smith, vhloh Is only a little part of the Wlffi&i wit 
not gi ant jthe B.S.Orona Jury tho opportunity to 3©t3 iXHUB* the other toger sffeMi 

TeJte the^CHARITf «>&It4, '"wnore the Board la falling Head of Beel*- If 
oo apt that ABORTION of ABpRTIONSea toy Wrlesn Public, ■ VV: V-' 2'$fl?P 

Do you too ; tfc&t in the pluufcias s»a ether piping parts of that buildii 
that newer hes a test , I mean en actual, teat of later in Water Pipes and Stesst and 
other thin;; be*n toatad actually In those plpos. . • 

Do you knew that on IjQK^O.U'ATITIVj* products that Dr Sol's as ist&nt 
frs been fcccasloraed W 's~y,'' tote Business house, '*uEAT IS TOUR f&iCK ?* end ansa toll 
would sey wh&t is 15,J of th&t cost, find ahan told would sty, wall Mr Blank, you go 
ahead, rnd whan you raa that waount 15jf in Cash, I will approve your bill, a 

Aad do you know that those ADD-DpCTS or era split fiiaofl'n^- 

the whola board, trka taot ;.urcha»in^ A^ent ,Duiaaiae, r<nd half negro put "him to the 
test, feed hia « ICJi GRbril Ai& CaKS , like Ohiof Sroutca ssys hs f auOf ths orialsala 
to gat a ooffos^ion, end J think that you can aeka thet BXHD flap his wings* .•^ ! ^- 

Do you know that Pr Bal hJL duAudory aro tha MS%*0$glGlVMi'S$ » tni ^ 
Graft. f •' 7 ■ -J ^ ?C * " ' * 

c But, dontt laera tha Jaws out, lika Shuahan and Bart and Salss.thay gat 
thairs. ; ' J ■ « ; .. 

T will tall you iKxaathing hot, yet, the Be PSA project In Jefferson - 
Prrish, Ca^otnc,lR. the School Board epllt I 32,000,00 on the sites that they of ar ' 
es their part of tha PfrA grant. And hare ia how It was done, taking ur» property for 
this Pro1*ct : n piaoe of property wfa bought, the Owner said he wanted $ 8 4 000s00 
they took on option for § S,500-.OG f-nd paid eash down of $ 500.00, and whn it was 
t'-kan in the deel for the School It listed ea | 12,800.00 and many flora were 
h ndlod tha ft-saa w&y. Of o our so' they will sey> that they did not take PfcA Jtoney but 
they did KhFKjAjD the bva In the land Talus* «« their part of tha pxojeet. Aad^ 
Justice ArohlO"Ml,> w ins and hia 'farilly tsna la on this • 

jffore you, I hope that they give you 
la, bee* use things en your table will 



Boya yoS bi te a large^js^ 
lea Water rnd / ir-fiondltlohlng 1 * 
-sure host up the afc ^sphere of ; 

Bow^that f'^ig^^on"' 1 - 
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; .1 would cVf* y°» «y 

bo worth the coat of hc.vlnG a linen 
:i see Heyor Mseatri 

rnd QNIBUBa Otai-'hoiClK «.;>« 
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The Hong. ULftg." r 3J^€f .Company 



INSURES EVERYTHING INSURABLE. KEEPS IT INSURED 



1 ;^^ne? <*§r 



VOUR ORDER. HAVE YOUR RISKS UNDERWHTTTSTBr^US 



THE 1™nr J!£ ^ LASSeS: ° NE PROTECTS LIFE AND BUSINESS INTERESTS BEFORE 
ACCIDENTS OCCUR; TH 5 OTHER NURSES REGRETS AND LOSSES AFTERWARDS 

"Winnfield, Louisiana 7-89-59. 
Mr. Frank Murphy, Atty, Gen., V. 



Be* Orleans, la. 

irfchy:- 



I had & c on fs rones on yesterday with Mr. B. ?<^arfc 




Dear Mr. Mus 



er, Crowville, Franklin Pariah. La. Mr. Parker Is a leading citizen, 
thoroughly reliable, well posted, and probably knows more of the 
.r-^inside workings of the "machine" than any man in his pariah. He is 
heartily in favor of apprehending and sending to prison all of 
malefactors, hut he has little if any confidence in the state eourtsf 

> doing any more that the force of public opinion forces them to do. 

i He recounted numerous violations of the law, political! sat ion of thaj 
relief organizations the purchase of votes in congressional elec- 
tion in 1938, the padding ©f the payrolls with names just before 

the election, and after election dropping them etc. 

I asked his permission to direct jour at tent ion ^o the 

matter.. He assured ms it met with his hearty approval, and that 
he would be very glad to furnish all the ©Tidenoo in h±» p©*n«ssi<m 
to an investigation, if only one should be sent to him. 

The "machine" extends its ramifications into tfee» every 
parish in the state. Political "machines'' are identical wherever 
they may exist, perpetute themselves and rob the tax payer to the 
uttermost Halt. If they are to be broken up. the federal government! 
must do it. The states are not going to do it. 

There is plenty that can be uncovered in every parish 
in the state, if a good sleuth is put on the Job. It will require 
some time and not a little expense. If deocratic government is to 
continue, and it is, these "machines" that plunder and steal "to 
the last drop" roust be destroyed. 

The relief organisations is. Louisiana are honeycombed 
with fraud, and are employed also as recruiting stations for the 
perpetuation of present conditions, intolerable as they are, 




Yours trulr^ 
/ B. Wr- Bailey. is 
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& /teb States Apartment of !»' ^ti 
Washington, 0. €. 
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Time: 10:05 a.m. 
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MEMORANDUM TOR TRE DIRECTOR 



*Sj- r. .. 



■5, ;a i 



I calied Special Agent Dunier in Mew 
Orleans in connection with Mr, Rogge *s request 
that the FBI investigate a certain Grand Juror. 
I told Mr. Dunker you had authorised this inves- 
tigation and the investigation could be initiated 
immediately. 



Reppvtrt fully, 



t. J^mMM 



F£BERAl BIRr-Vi'' Of i. • v.v : ■ • j 
AUG 4 

U S. B£PAHTi'§-T 0? 



i 




Harry 'Jacobs, levee Board Engineer 1937-38, used WPA labor ana Louisiana 
Highway trucks to haul sand to elevate his property, about 14 months 
work, in St. Bernard Parish. WPA fences were bought for state park in 
St. Tammany Parish, Material was hauled and deposited on state park 
grounds, subsequently leche and Hankin appropriated enough of this 

fenoing to fenoe in a large area of their property, leche used highway 
tractors, trucks and WPA labor to build bridges on his property in 
1938-39, Rankin used WPA labor to build his fences ana planted trees 
dug up from Salmen Lumber Co.'s land which adjoins his property near 
state park. " 

The Hero family in Plaquemines pariBh have spent thousands of dollars 
improving and ditching their own property. This work has been going on 
for three years. \i A 

leche caused to be distributed to families on the Atchafalaya fiiver I 
carloads of gravel in exchange for subscriptions to the Progress. Every 
family between Melville and Simmsport Were given gravel to build roads 
on their private property by orders of Leche to Harmus Zeringue who 1 
lives at Melville and distributed this gravel. Leche moved from j 
Hew Orleans a barber and fitted him up with a house near his place to 
shave he ana Sushan. This man wears a State Board of Health badge. 

The State Board of Health has employed in 5ew Orleans a lot of gamblers 
who pose as health inspectors (who are secret service men) for the 
administration. They have such gangs in every parish in the State 
"where thousands of dollars of State money goea to pay these burglars. * <•'*'■' 
Austin Fontenot of Opelousas, Louisiana, is the instructor for men so 
employed. Some of these gamblers leave the State of Louisiana and ! 
follow the races up North for four to six months and continue to draw. -5 
their pay as Board of Health inspectors, „ *" ~ r 

RECORDED & INDEXED ;- ; ^ V --1/ , 

leche has received thousands of dollars to release conviots from the ! 
State penitentiary. One convict told this informant that he was ..j 
released by his relatives paying $500. 00 to Leche' s go-betweens in the 
month of May, 1939, 



of all the oil lands donated to the Charity Hospital from the estate \/J 



The informant would like to know and the public at large what became . ^ 



of Wisner and Dresser. From all accounts, a good many oil wells ^ 
producing on this property, wells owned by the Texas Oil Company , are' 
not paying any royalties. If so, who has this money? The Texas Oil 
Company has been drilling wells on this property back of Lafitte, 
south to the Gulf. What has become of all of the oil lands formerly 
owned by the State, which were sold to whitewash organizations in 
the ranks of the State officials from Hoe down to the present day? 



t 



The City of Hew Orleans if buying asphalt that is being mined in 
Georgia* Two ef the men Interested in this concern are connected 
with the City administration and a third "by the name of Caldwell 
living in Atlanta or Birmingham (not related to tha looal Caldwella) 
This asphalt is being sold to CraYen * Land by these individuals at 
a handsomeprofit* If Hampton Eeynolda ant Crutoher ware investigated 
and these shipments traoed to origin and the prices asoertained for 
this product at origin and tha prioo Hew Orleans is paying for it? 
you would readily see the extent of the graft. 

In 1937 Leohe painted the names off eight State truoks and put his 
name on side of tracts to haul brioks from Charity Hospital aite to 
his home in Covington* Sushan did the same thing with Orleans £evae 
Board trucks to haul bricks from Charity Hospital to hig>feome near 
Covington. These bricks were demolished with WTPA labor* Leohe also 
used WPA labor to haul these brioks to his home site* leohe used 
WPA labor for landscaping building site* 

Charity Hospital foundation should have had about 9000 piles or better, 
A good many of these piles, or 7000 of suoh piles, should have been 
driven sixty feet into the ground but the majority of them driven at 
night were driven about 30 feet and out off, with the approval of tha 
arohiteots inspector who is the worst crook in tha State of Louisiana* 
In some instances the out-offs wera long enough to be used as piling* 
A lot of these facts can be substantiated by getting in toutfh with 
Mr. S, A,\Cotton, Walnut 1760-W; Hew Orleans, who was the rivet 
inspeotorjon the job and refused to be bribed* 

The writer hopes that you as an agent of your department will put 
publio duty and honesty above all selfish desires and check into these 
various leads which are bona fide and bring the guilty to account for 
their deeds of orookedness and distrust* 

In the informant's opinion the Federal Government is a dam sight more 
rotten than the state government, and we hope that this investigation 
will bring out some future men who are honest and not traitors to their 
obligations* I am three score and ten years and will later on disclose 
my identity when the above disclosures have been acted upon* I have 
based the latter remarks on the investigations made by Viosca, the 
Federal attorney, when xk he threw out Chester Martin's case against 
the State and (Federal) WPA when he made the remark that there was 
nothing to it. Viosca is one of the State's gang who could not make a 
living until he was given this position by the Federal Government. He 
is no more fit to be entrusted with these dutiea any more than Leohe or 
any other looal politician* The whole United States knows that this 
investigation and trial is taking place between a bunch of thiavea 
where one-half is trying the other half, and the most stupid of human 
beings cannot guess the results unless, as I have stated above, some of 
you fellows who have the opportunity keep this democracy intact and 
stand out as our forefathers did. However, if the men who have been 
indicted or implicated were found quilty and punished and proper means 
taken at the next election to see that the votes are not substituted, 
then the old gang would not drift back into office. With a fair accounl 
of things their getting back into office would be an impossibility 



because these scandals hare brought out an interest in State affairs 
to maie the least interested individual want to straighten out the 
destiniesof our State* 
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4 LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION COHCE1 ^iM&PJfP^ 11 & M 
CHRISISMBERRY, FORMER SECRETARY TO HUEY P*^ LONG AND BROTHER OF 



.••S3 5 ■'■ ■ h. . 

I.I . ■ ■ ■ M to 



J6r.„ ^w-wlj*. — TiSr--- 
Mr. r.owm 

Mr. 1 (»cy -. 



FSJfWL' BUH&UJ OF WVFS7JGATi0» 



.101 25 193<J 




ASSISTANT U. S. ATTORNEY HERBERT^HRISTENBERRY AT NEW ORLANS, 
APPOINTED SECRETARY TO GOVERNOR EARL K^LONG, EFFECTIVE TOMORROW, ... 
A. b. PATTERSON, HEAD OF NEW ORLEANS PUBLIC SERVlCF, INC., OFFERED .... 

POSITION PRESIDENT OF NEW 'ORI&NS DOCK BOARD- FROM WHICH POSITION 

A 

S FY! 'OUR WEISS RESIGNED JULY TWENTY FIRST. DR. CLARENCE LORIO PRESENTLY 
UNDER INDICTMENT IN STATE COURT TIES IGNED M># POS IT l6fJ PRESIDENT 
LOUISIANA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY AND DR. B. BARBER, FORMER VICE 

FRF 7 DENT, APPOINTED PRESIDENT. GAMBI.'JNg" ESJAB! ISKMENTS IN. NEU 01.']. EAU;. 

- '.pnpTr r\ f i ,~> i t nf wit dv« f nij Ff*P T, IS PR 1, c F"f"T» y MNKNOUU W r ' » " 

if 

FORMER HEAD jF IDENTIFICATION BJlREAU, LOUISIANA STATE POLICE, AM! olM'i ■ •■ 

chief \:r w^sBBor police a'tj^ton rouge late 'yesterday. 
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frank Murphy. 
U.S. Attorney General of 
United State* of America 

Washington, D.C. „..._"-' 
• •=•••; -::*3^J%v" "'^ 

Bear Br Ifcirphyt- 

On May the 



with Kr f§ 

Idgar Hoover, the Great ACt of Criminal Detectors, •^l^^y^^ " 
Tou on i^at ucs^siv* Spoki id the u#wsj£jpsr iiiu n fi 

for the evils of Vmoii*&***^%8fcH& Votoifi»^l*?4Jg«k^ 

Oa Hay the 30th., the H,0\Daily States carried an 
alt to* spot of the eossson people of this Stat* &»* the 9.8* i 

Since that time with credit to the same paper? and its^fcrning 
associate the Times-Picayune there has heea uncovered a small 1 part ef the crime 
that Is carried on by the HGflffi~UP8 In this stats that Is tne WHlffjg^tWbd pr> 
the business people and 'merchants as veil as the people late^eHeeTTa G35I nl&uf t 
governmeat while th*y_look with diBeust on the manner of operation they fear 
personal results if fSST DARSD TO 0S3H TSSIK J35UT3S ' ' ' ~—^f-/ 

It would seem that now the 9,3, Departments are In On this ln-^ / . 
vestigation, BUT.,,., will it be another waste of money t Seme years ago the / 
Gor'aJ, while you were la Michigan as their Govanor, made a minute Investigation 
on soma of the rice and curruptlon la this stats, BUT what did It amount to — — 
one ?os Fisher went to Atlanta for a short while, a snail fry.,.. BUT .. what... 
becaae of those others that were more guilty ? 

Helson Bros, Abe Shuahan, Semour Weiss and otber that/ were not 
brought to light Ton should well know for the records are in W ashingtoa 

a »Va t<u ~ . • mere crarxr.m\ T nrrrcrr A«r» tttq^ita tram « — A — ~ fcka U.tlM^An 

this greater crime ...... Kr Roosevelt. Tor their Congressmen's and Senators rote 

on his Hew Deal Schemes he had that weakling of a Diet Atty non-press the criminal 
charges but the civil charges ( change of money) was collected* Tou know Jesus 
Christ drove the money changers out of the TEMPLl, would it not be Interesting to 
hare this great act re-enacted. f 

How, the people are now thinking end expressing tne though that ■ > 
you will get CRISES to soft petal the investigation now being serried on by the 
several departments. 

TTaw^wa^. m.<*4- V a mam 4>*a^ m-tr^A Am MtM f4wo> Kvaire ant • f*4* 

refusing to hand over to the State District Attorneys your files on the charges 
< that you nave against these criminal much worsts that any Dillinger, Capone or 
Earpls* 

Tour District Attorney is first a weakling of the first water, 
and surrounding him are a crew of appointments at the behest of one BOB MAESTRI 
who to-day and since this Investigation have Veen taking such information that 
they can get in their official connection and are. passing it on to the HIGHSR-UFS 
like Maestri and his gang ot WHITS COLLAR THUGS." 1 Therefore if you ever expect to 



Of rrwaniSSoir 




\ 



better stop the leaks out of your New Orleans. District Attorney*s office 
J) Talfklng about "DB-DOCTS* Mr Tom Hill the former collector perhaps 

don't know b&came tired of collections nad not getting his so he last year made 
afraid on that Safety Deposit Box, and* is reported *o have taken about $ 350,000.00 
and after being away for several wea^s- returned as toll the gang, Maestri and Leche 
; f and Weiss that he was there, what tlTe hell were they going to do, and dared them to 
\ failto pay his salary cheek of |$ ( 000. 00 per month. Tom Hill told them then that 
-\p he hed a record of everything^and that if they "BUMPED HIM 0ST* that a certain 

person would sell to the papera the entire facts that would not look good in JFEINT, 

Talk about PSA and WPA investigations, why not look into the 
painting of the Maestri property on Orleans Ave and the Cave Hew Home and the 
Pratt new home all have been guilty and by the way the Semour Weiss Dairy at 
Paridis, La. all constructed on WB&. material and labor. 

Shushan and Weiss I hope have not bought you and the others 
o*«r they are likewise users of FffA and WPA material and workmen. 





•m.:*iJ$*tk «&out lATeatlga^. 
biV district was the plainest 
•jUft, anyone free the count, ij» 
was made and that was all "but 
LOUISIANA PURCHASE AND 



tou spoke of vice ^ jwc^ajp .OTffl arias BSMiftH ?olitio^W, wn*j&r-' 

414 yoa know WHT..«. Mr Guerr* chief "ef the State"*oli$« ^iat^ ttat' : «f^jj*i^' 
Murphy Rodea { Webster Dictionary says this work fteans" "■ait") b« i.thO one 
back Dr Smith, wall here' Is the f*«ff.*|. # fhey^kaew that the Air-S&ip oal/ held : ./ 
fpur people, and that Dr Saitn'S wif s 'would be brougnOaek " in -1iia|f:''At^^"aj^"'%^;< 
WHY.... because ROBOT (RAT) inteaded to rotura with Smith aad la the t*lp up la ti» w $^ : 
Air he RAT *R0DEN would abuse aad eurse Smith aad It would result la 6aith being 
thrown orer board aad then claim that Dr Smith leaped from the plains* The gang > *«- 

fear Smith talking, and right now Smith knows that his Ufa is surer la XAJX thaa -IrJ p 
on the streets of any town Of Louisiana. . i '■ - : - /■..■p.%:^:j-::,.\.,'i!S^...-~.- 




ft**' 



80 DEN (RAT) and Messiai now the Clief of the Bock Board Poll of killed jgoaf 
for the gang and they would not stopat anything where they could stop a wagging tongue* 



WILL THIS BS ANOTHER OR Srd. HJEfiHASE 01 LOUISIANA., YOU KNOW THESE TJNUSRl 
WORLD CHARACTER LIKE MAESTRI THE CHIEF CONTACT KAN OF JIM FARLEY AND ROOSEVELT 
WILL STOP AT NOTHING. 

THE RESULTS OF THIS INVESTIGATION WILL BE THE MAKING Cfi BREAKING OF THE , 
NATIONAL DSMOCARTIC PARTY IN 1940. , v .:.^ v . 



Two /ears ago when the FBI was on the heel os the BOPS RING and would haTa 
had to arrest Mayor Maestri, why was the whole FBI crew called off ? 

Pressure from Washington. . •■ 
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Ur..1tu(&y. talked 
Sj^iac wfei aif kinds 
'of tSuV^k^uffi!' 
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atno3ut »tn -Cwi <n p»ijbj p^if a^'aSa* 

* crj ssoq pjo'sqn 5uas }j— ^rjdtfcudb xo^.^o, 
;r\oqi? ?-jrq}on '3uj(qiusi }Hoq* ttt^qjPii ' 
* | -.sjwpjp».i tnoq* aiqqjo*: pre* o^o^rrtjji "jftjjf. " 
^ wnujswaj pinoqt sn jo «» jnq :(raf JisW ' 

,«! 1 ifn*nf ?*« Hum pp pa«oo» a*'* joV«*<* ^Slil^i^^S^^" SL 

jo | p^jaod ajq ^,« P <n wi%S3t I***" «*«**«< *>** 1 

-ap ain nt* n •w^bji«iibibj)» pniO{j^ 
• A • }u3noj Birraq baa )en3.i3puaa r4p[ fWjfS 
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IjAio :b8ubx tq }sB3iapa«j[ mm JO ."St ; 

'nORStijCq P9M0U0J uasq SnnuBA 
s.A'qdjnre 'JK raq aasBO p»V*l0S| uj Xiao asnpfe 
-aq uiaq} o; aiUBJ iju^sisuoouf ot pus puuo* 
AO|[oq » «( 9jaq) }nq Ii>roio<J Xpoq «u> uo Juus 
-uib3 jo pajja »in oj sw 9tu% Savi JCBpiajwuT. 
susaiJO A*fj; ur pa.i3};n »paoA i.fqdjnK V 

■pjjBoripa 2a\sq_ ui 'uaut am o»a» pint 
'bsaia Jtio 'Bjatsp puB BiavaSnsp .mo 'spiS" JtiO 
'sA'oq Jno 03^ jna -glo* aiunppi »qj pip u*m 
3ii3ap ja;Baa3 b oi A"}p aqj }8a>U| aoo s9U}B-S' 
-buu »saqx 'aw p[noqs »« 'wpjaxa isnpaua* 
-aj }bbj3- -apjq punoj « uj n«q * V* <n »<hi 
Suitu-eai ctj uopBanpa anoX tof Kad box 
mopi^s BauppBtu [raqoid 'W° PI™* ^UTOopnfWO 
'iauiqSBOi 50(S y 'BaurqoBui Qsqif* *» uaoos, 
1 ! saajAap iBuoi^wanpa patiB3-o» asotn painnisq** 
' | sjaM saDBid Jtaio nj }nq '»atijqD«ia wo 
' 3' pai!!51 Waa'BK V^ioa '»a»a[-iO a»n »J P* 
' : -}inpuo3 s« Ajajjo( aq; o; spaodsaiioa ^qlinji 
' | vw Xq pa;-Bu3pap *"3 }aj[OW uaqmnn aq£ 



,-ajnpfU-jB rsiaaraaia 
1 -ao3 stoqA »q? jo norjdnxjoa '«pj««l sopiW 
ipuB siojBd atn jo oos^ruuoo 'a\inm »in jo 
! | nopdrujoo '»uon»I» jo oon<iru-ioo »i *mohoj 
' ! 1«U,W P°« jo »pj«ij»ao asaqi 'Wrj 
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gaor»3 jBftim-Bj pio ajaqt q;pn 'gaisnoq 3ajiqai«S 
sqj. -rjaaj^i »q} no u»qj J»ao ajquin^s jiooq* 
treo noX ^vq; «-oviawv "5 B»3«l<i niw °i 
sp\'ft <m aa« J«q) BaoiASp sqi 'gaiqqaBOl ;oj« 
■ aq 4 ;a5(JBJ Bjaquirm aqt sapnpnj 3uiiqiuB» 
; aqi -3uiiqui-B3 pn» nonnmsojd J° suotbm-IP 
| 0M1 aq> ftiui 90 !A appvjp I »o\A Xq paBSBinu 
i 'spun; qsniB q«A «}J»5« « T>a;drujo3 bj ju%m 
I -uj9ao3 Aoq jnoqs Aaa^BXni on «i ejaqi, 
| :p!B« 'nopdtuaoo pire avB]* 

'rBuonen jo ajnp^d pjoA tiq nr 'Xqdjnji; uh 

* * * -pireunnoa *1T 3« saajoj »qi 

!t[B q»A 'n^» UQ}3uiqs*Ai '8hH89?93I3« pn« 
! aotA 'SuiiquieS }su5«3b 3aoui iou op sar|poq;n»; 
^oo[ jj }«qi 8a}B3)put »H -f"^ SJ IW» Pt" 1 
p»VW*nK» jCijuaeajd e* quamiua 
-aoS lUJapaj aqi ;*qi w>Tianiv sajnsBBaa »h 

•adojna 

jo sdiqBjo^o^p an} jo r»q3nBiBao »qi 9aja 
-an» pub dn pufl^B '»oh»uiv jo ia?H8 P»imn 
aq; <q paijnduiaxa '^DBjaotuap n«a 'iannod 
aBijVBd xnoif auivjo pus 3uitqniB3 "w^A Stq 
-iEposKtp /Cq ijuo ;«q; BOAaqaq Xqdjnji uyt 

■no »{ 

;uawnj9Ao3 treap joj »3jnd ireopiamy 5«ai3 
aqi A8pi9jS9i nam jad-BdBAaa BirsapO 
pa^TBl oq* - BaiB-ig pwjjnn. 8t ft J° r8-»3n83-A«« 
-JO^B 'AHcTanW HNYUJ OX O.MxayODOY 



ay t» « . 
jarabllng and I 

If he fs ; afiicerii In kis 
effort to *amp wit tt« cmjm ^yfcrt^ioji, 
he <XHild have thrown I rock from hi» wftdow 
a»d smashed the wladpwt of Mv«ir»Jl4f»iiibIia(( 
hall*, one of them the biggest hi the Sbuth.' ; 
tfe could have taken a ride around the city jjod 
layed all kind* at gtg« and saddla* is «H 
tfedal"<rf iSttery ah*op«,' ; from the Uny fcpie fc. 
the wall to the palatial jtpoms wherVt^^ tcur^r 
of Chance preaide. J '. 

He could have walked along the street* an4 
heard the call boys tell *hen th« pontes were 
off, and ho* they progressed as they dashed 
ajoiind the 6vaJ» tfiropgbout America, Thia in- 
formation wu furnished them by a nationwide 
; new* service whle» Circulate* such Informa- 
tion in all ctqea throughout the country. 

If Mr; Murphy ia a good detective, and te- 
cMentaHy ha had the head G-man, ttt. Hoover. 
J with Mm. ha could have learnejl how, here ia 
1 New Orleans, 'bookniB.kers alre-chargad m cer- 
tfJa amount for race-track senrtc*, and only 
a^'pirt of this money finds Its w*y into tat 
pocket* of the owners and operator* of this 
service. Where the balance of "the money goea 
la a mystery; but, sine* the race track closed, 
there have bean to handbook raid* by the 
police. . ■ j 
I How forgetful we aire! Mr. Murphy, If he 

* had loured the city m que* of infomaUon 

• regarding gambling and vice, he ahould by all 
-mean* have met the dark-skinned "Mr. Bean- 
"Ve," who could have told him lota ef things 

if he had been so bjclided about gambling, 
operations to New Orleans, aad about hia 
alliance* with certain white political big shots. 

» Mr. Murphy had cared to take a ride to 
adjoining parishes, he could have seen many 
palatial gambling halls. He «wld -fat aeea 
a parking lot for automobiles "connected with 
on* of thea* resort*, which "waa paved with 
state gravel, tar and sand, the work done by 
state employes, and the confract expedited by 
thj use of state trucks apd machinery. 

Mr. Murphy courf'have had photographic 
proof of thia jobJ&nd for which ho one has 
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".And darest thoa 
tae gamWer a his haS?" : 
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Mr. Co-Te^^ 
Mr. F."i>n . ':; 

Mr. GWn._ .. 

Mr. - 

Me Ba=*K 

Mr l^pW^jj-p 
Mr. J^iiirW "c- ■ 
Mr. Nicholi.'... .... 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Start - 

Mr. Qinns Tajr.n.... 

Mr. Tracy.:.- 

Miss. Gajud^ 



iF/l NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
* * p)I RECTOR 



JULY 22,1939 



710 PM 



TM 





LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS INFORMATION CONCERNING. FEDERAL GRAND JURY 
NEW ORLEANS RECESSED UNTIL MONDAY WHEN THEY ARE SCHEDULED TO HEAR 
TESTIMONY RELATIVE JAMES MONROeJsmITH BOND TRANSACTIONS AND TESTIMONY 
Itl H0T_pJ_L_2NyiS T .IGATJ0N. JOHn\rOGGE LEFT FOR WAS HI^GTQ N^Otflfi 
SCHEDULED RETURN NEW ORLEANS ON THE TWENTYSEVENTH . HILLERY J^GAUDIl 
ASSISTANT U S ATTORNEY NEW ORLEANS HAS AGREED TO RESK 
WEISS HAS RESIGNED FROM PUBLIC OFFICES HELD. 

SACKETT 

END 

OK FBI WASH DC JPO 



RECORDED 
4; 




It 



EAT: DM 





•Star ' .--31 



Uiur a<ftfr**« 



'Mttrn* 



... ■■>■ . . 



at $ew Orl *a»», £^6 It tana* 




Mr. TolfHW . . . . 
Mr. KathM 
Mr. E. A. Tnr. 

Mr. CI»g(! .. 

Mr. Cofty 
Mr. Effnti 
Mr. Glovin 
Mr. Crow) 
Mr. Harb» 
Mr. Lenter 
Mr. l.awl*r 
Mr. Nl. hr- 
Mi. Hot-ta 
Mr. bears . . .. 
Mr. Quinri Tat** 

y.i. iin . 

Mi-- CjtinJv 



Very truly your 9, 

.,, ... .,, -j^^ .... ,. < » )9 > ^ ! ,.. ls ^jawr^r. ■ 

John Edgar &oo»*r 



■w".-*-«*-< , f.."*.:'- fa ■ 



£n<?2 asurt 
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MAILED 

* JUL 12 1939 * 
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Mi 13 1939 : ,; 










DB?AfiBfl5Ht OF JUS TICS 




STATS 07 L<WISfj«l 
PARISH W USf < BATOH S6lK» 

BSPOKK HK ,, the' undersigned feutherlty personally earns 

. .... • -J ir ' ' _ h j ' 





and appeared c/f^^ g, t&.^U *~ J^^Ji^ l?j , 

Who after being ffcret duly Owern dep&sed and said/ ■ ^ a4i* 
v That the Heirs of the Succession of Sr. i krs John S» Lewie 

hare been penalized pauperized and destituted by the corrupt aeta 
the several Officials acting a® Agents /.for the Agricultural Adjuster 
Administration tripple, _&AA J Operating illegally and fraudulently i 
Cooperation with the County Agent, #'«JS» Williams et a}.* of Iberia, 

Parish and the Local Committees composed of personally adversely 

.„*;.* ' • * |. 'S't . ' i ,! • s - . ' 

Interested enerieal parties ^Howard JJ Olivier ef^fehe Sad Ward 

■ • " ''• •• ■ *■ '*»•{/' ■ ; .;<.'■• 4 ■ • i j \ •»•. ■■ '•/»•'";' • ; 

et als and several aggressive, itenerant persons 'of Iberia Parish 

who have invade* the private flelde of the Private Estate of the 

Heirs of the Succession of the salt Mr. fc Mrs John B. Lewis late 

, bone fide registered Owners in Joint Community of acquets and gains 

of the Plantation Ave Marlea o can only known. as the John B. Lewie I 

being situate* in the Parish of Iberia. State of Louisiana 

Deponent further deposed and said that there has been 

.repeated acts of ylo^eaceo and deprldations committed on said Tax: 

which has been illegally and unlawfully invaded by dieeriminating 

unjustly by virtue of the frlppla AAA and Its duly authorized Ag 

aforsald and in which apeeial mention ia made of one J". W. Spencer 

of lawful age and a resident of the Parish of East Baton Rouge and 

being designated as the Administrative Agent at the L.8.U. ef the 

who with on«r Marcel J« Toorhies , of the Sugar District of Louisiana 

have deliberately systematically wilfully feloniously knowingly e 

intentionally misused the lame* of the Heirs of the said Bstate and 

name of the Succession ofjfcr. & Mrs John B. Lewis No. £918 * 2525 & 

purported fraud eatatf 3*87 of Miss Alberta Lewis with intent to 6 

and have defrauded "the " TBSTATB BSTATK Jk SUCCESSIONS # 89 18 - 

of which the Benef leery Heirs and Joint ooowners are the sole CredH 

And that there hae been maladministration of Jederal Government Can< 

benefit ?unds and a demand is made for a probe and investigation of 

fraud and illegal aets committed by said persons et als desgulsed 

end which has been a monopoly of trade in violation of the Anti Tn 



All against the Intent of the AAA * Other federal and State Laws o: 
United States of America. vvmX^ /(^vott-^' is^^ 





TtppiMmfnt pf CnmcirtTur 
BA TOW - ReUGE. - fcA . 







if 



He* Orleans, ie. 
July 14, 




|»6erel Miiztflh «f Inveatlgati 



1.. k 1 



Re: mosti iKiaatj •% ai; 'jwa.' iu*v&i 



. »-• ■ ■' tA" -» «■ 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

< . w : 

coherent, 

S. Attorney YI03GA believee exists against the above naaed individual* 
and which ha considers tha moat important ease to have indicted and 
prosecuted at Uiia tiaa, aa mentioned la my teletypes. . . 



Fo* tha past tw$ daya I have baea trying €0 obtain soap ^ 
k, concise data! la gating to tha nail fraud: ease whiah 0. v ^ 



\ 



'I 



It was almost an impossible task, sinea thera bare bean 
no reports submitted aa auch, tha various Assistant U. 3. Attorneys 
hara conducted inquiries relative to tha matter, as have agent* odt.., , 
tha Internal Revenue Serriee and various persona hara testified be- 
fore tha Grand Jury, tha transcript of testimony W% haying been com- 
pletely written a*. It vraa not possible to get t&a detail! r | roa j ag, a? 
one individual, alno* nojSTiOiSiilX^^ 

wrrela^^ ' 
clals rather than in writing. 1 

After sods insistence on ay part, MR. VIOSCA had tha la- 2 
teraal Revenue agents submit a suaaary of all of tha work they did oa 
thia ease, and also subait to VH. VIOSCA ooplas of the statements they 
had taken froa those fiefendants nad prospeotiTe witnesses in oonnae- . 
tlon with this natter that they have Interviewed. X secured copies of 
these statements and I also secured the transeripta of tha testimony 
which was already written up concerning the testimony of some of thise 
people before the Grand Jury, and also had Special Agent KEE&3 In addi- 
tion to myself, interview the various Assistant U. 3|~4fctocaaps itmi'tujmr /SB***** 
to secure as many facta aa possible concerning thla taae.X ') C . -) - 

t^VORDPT'. * INDEXED | .. . .. ... j. • &XJ 

Based upon allfthia conglomeration of iil^r^a^^D,^ : ^he,; ,.. 
last of v,-hich we did not'" succeed in obtaining until $:S6 tonight, ve 
hfive ctterspted tc prepare e summary report, as closely as possible w >'*■:• 






effort to give* you »s nearly of w» .4* 
aforoaflntloBoft the total U of tft* ,|ilieg*4 .ioUMP 
«f the mails, the sunstanoe of the a '||llfliBB» fB^M^ 
by 0. 8. Attorney nosOA. the d«*i of $^.«||Nt^i»^j^:^^^ 
nesaes, the apparent aubatanoe of their testimony, 
summary of tne Information apparently furnished by the eub|e*eta at 
the time they were mtwl««4 by.pe^«jt s 





l.iiraetlajitloe, whataooTOf aonj eralag t hla Mtf r .Jtt will Jgflg 



ea frbal 



f f th# summary that there are^m" Dumber of instances wherein the identity' 
and detalle of the testimony of necessary witneseea ere not known/ $ 
It la entirely possible and probable that there ere other >»ee»e*ry ^ 
and important witnesses who should be lilted *a witnesses, tioWerer, ' 

the identity of such persons is not known to ua, and is not included 
in any of the written Batter obtained by ua or in any of the oral In- 
f orwtioft _f urjniahed ua. . , 4 . 4 . ^ 

. % la addition to the Bureau' a eeples ©f the susasary report 

submitted" in this matter by Agent WXEK3. I am, enclosing for your in- 
formation herewith the followiai: ) ^ 



1 - Copy of a report from the Anting Special Agent in Charge of the 
Internal Revenue Serrioe dated July 14, 1939, to the tJ. S. Attor- 
ney, summarising hie inreatigation. 

t - Copy of a proposed rough draft form Indictment whieh U. 3. Attor- 
ney TI030A expeota to have returned in this ease by the Federal 
Grand Jury. 

9 - Copy of a memorandum of U. 8. Attorney YI090A dated July 13, 1939, 
from Acting Special Agent in Charge FKASffi S. LCHK of the Internal 
Revenue Serrioe. 

4 - Copy of a statement obtained by Special Agents of the Internal 

Revenue Service from M.jT| HART dated April 14, 1939. 

5 - Copy of a statement Obtained by Internal Revenue agents from M. I. 

FART dated July 1*. 1939. 



Page 3 - Director 



July 14, 1939 



• - Copy of a Stataasnt a^fal&tflftl XOOT lolt^l^li^ 
.. ;^jto?«atio agents «at#f Jaijr It, 

Severn* agent. Sat* July 19. iWt;^|.^^^>^^^^0; 

.. a.' .• ■■• ••■ . - : s- ■- •.. .■■ ■ •'o^.r.Hrtw'V^v.Y- 

Boaa of the statement 8 described shove contain laformt- * 7 " J 

tioa and refer to Income tax natter* and other matters not Involve* ' ^* - r 

In this aail fraud case, however, they are being submitted f ot your 

lnforaatlon to shor* the complete detail* obtained froa these persons. < ! : 

these are the only copies of statements obtained by the Internal v. 

Revenue Agents jrhich are in ay pOssessioa^^*^ ,: \::.y&^??^ 

I aa not sendfcag~you tha transcript of the Grand Jury 
testimony given by the persons who testified before that body rela- 
tive to this nail fraud schema. In tha first place, only a portioa 
of this testimony has been written up, therefore, I cannot furnish 
a complete testimony of all witnesses. Secondly, the testinony 
whieh has bean written up has been analyzed and pertinent substance 
included in the summary report, also X do not believe it safe to send 
such testimony unless it Is registered, since the Grand Jury has no* '.'••*'• 
returned any indictment a as yet and it is too let* to register It to 
night. If you desire this testimony I will be glad to furnish 1* > 
after all transcripts have been completed and you request .saasy .^v/'V... 

Some of the information furnished in the summary report 
as set out under the names of various witnesses was obtained froa a 
perusal of this Grand Jury testimony, since written statements al- 
legedly made by those persons were not available to us. However, 
the summary report does not show in any wanner that the Grand Jury 
testimony was available to us or that the snmewas summarized or in- 
cluded in the report in any manner. " 

■ i. •»<?' • 

I trust. Jt,tat„thX8.jill^ this oass " 

and the probable w,itnsDjMts Available .to prove the. aslXJfcra^d jjf^ 
fense." Your authority is requests £0x mjLjis^urnish ajjopy of the 
suawary report of Agent WE3E&L%o„the_t[ t , Attorney at ifcw i^eaum *"' 
for his information and assistance in connaotion rith thiiijaatter, 
since this summary report is.-^o »,y knowledge, the only written re- 
port of any kind or descripbfori which even attacpts to summarize " 
the whole situation 'and. a«St out the v.-itnoaaos necessary to prove 



1308 Masonic Temple Building, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

■ August 1 # 193» 

" ... ..-<"■ 1 *•>: - ' • 

Boaaorable Rene Tlosca, S;. i: 

Raited Sta tea Attorney, 
Hew Orleans, Louisiana 

Dear Sr. Tioscaj Rl: LOUISIANA STATU «?ICI\LS 

Inforsation Concerning 

for your inforEiation sM such attention as 70a 
de*a appropriate, I an enclosing herewith a cofy of * 
aeHorandua which is unsigned, hut which was prepared hy an 
attorney in Sew Orleans whose nane is unknown to xse, dealing 
with the law concerning the Issuance of Orleans Levee Board 
bonds. This mmorandun was ^iraa to me in confidence by 
Jii'. Ci&r]£y3elmon, i£finaeiii5 Mitcer of the Ttera-tfribune news- 
papers, who received same from an attorney whose nane he did 
not disclose. 

It was Hr, Sehion's thought that we micbt be 
interested in this information in connection with my inves- 
tigation which may be or is beinc conducted concern in ■ subject 
natter. 

Tory truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge 

Enclosure 
BE3:sh 
#62-978 

cc Bureau - Enclosure 




INDEXED 



tr.r 



The Sunday edition of the Picayune carries a copy of the 
"offer" of Newman Harris to the Levee board to undertake the refunding 
work. The Levoe Boaxl "accepted" the offer, as will he noted at the . i®**^- 
bottom of the offer* If the "acceptance" of the offer tiMM^^ 
•resolution* as required by law, was this "resolution* Slotted W the 
Governor and the Attorney Oenaral for their approval, as r*<iaired by ***t 
If the amount of fees was indefinite, was not this in itself ; e. v |tolatl0A 
of law in that the Aet referred to in the attached nejsSrand^ 
that the compensation he "designated" by the Governor ana the Attorney ''-^: y 'fS 
General after a full explanation of the reason for the esajloymeat et i 
special counsel or for rendering "special service*"?. v^Mi-.^ 

The offer of Newman Harris should he carefully read anA 
studied in relation to the attached memorandum* But note the word 
"employment" in that offer, the engagement to he fox Special services. 





Act 125 of 1912 as amended by Act Ho, 541 ef 1938 specifically . 
provides that no special attorney or counsel shall he employed by political 
sub-divisions of the State, including the Orleans Levee Board with additional 
compensation therefrom, but said Board or political sub-division say employ 
special attorneys or special counsel "In the event it should be necessary to 
protect the public *s interest...,, on the Joint written approval of the : 
Governor and Attorney General of the State (end said Beards or political 
sub-divisions nay) pay only such compensation as the Governor and Attorney 
General may designate in said written approval, the said approval to he 
given only on their discretion of the application of said Beard., W 
resolution thereof settings forth fully the reasons for the proposed retention 
or employment of such special attorneys or counsel and the amount of the pro- 
posed compensation, provided the Governor and the Attorney General shall not 
ratify or approve any action of such Board in employing any special attorneys 
or counsel or paying any compensation for special service s rendered, unless 
all formalities as provided by tills Act as to resolutions, etc,, have been 
complied with. 

The Attorney General of Louisiana under date of October 19th, 
1934, rendered an opinion that the Parish of Livingston (a political sub- 
division of this State) has no authority to employ a person who is not an 
attorney at law to render legal services necessary to the refunding of 
certain bonded indebtedness of that Parish, letting forth bis reasons as 

follows* 

"1, ct 202 of 1932 prohiDits anyone who is not a natural person, 
duly and regularly licensee? and admitted to practice law by the 
Supra ic Court of thit Stcte, free practicinc law; and the procodure 
necessary for refur .in;, bonds would be practicing law within the 
definition of the practice of law contained in that Act, 



M 2. Under Sections 2 and 3 of Act 125 of 1912, the police 
Jury may not employ special counsel until it is ^de $o appear ...^ „.. 
by « resolution of the Police Jury that th*re *» I'JPoal neoesaity 
for suah e^ployraentj %h» resolstitti #taiing folly the ^reasons for ; 
such action and the compensation to be paid, and to "be s&rmA 
upon the minutes and published In the official journal} an*. > . 
until the Police Jury has obtained the Joint written approval of 
the Governor and the Attorney General^ nfeo shall fix the compoa- 
sation to be paid,» •;'<: .S'.* . n 

This aet was upheld by the Court of Appeal of the Parish of Orleans, 
Judge McCaleb speaking, in the case of an insurance agent vtio sought to : 
adjust an Insurance olata under a contract for such special services to bo 
rendered to the beneficiary 6f an Insurance policy. The Act Is known as 
tlie Act defining the practice of lew. "It specifically prohibits the 
solicitation of legal business either for the benefit of the solicitor or 
for an attorney or attorneys". 

"7410, Violations of act by attorneys and members of boards- 
penalty,— The District attorneys who shall refuse or wilfully 
fail to perform the duties required of them by this act or 
wilfully fail to render faithful and efficient services in such 
regard shall be deened guilty of malfeasance and gross misconduct 
and removal from office in the manner prescribed by law, and the 
members of police juries, parish school boards, and state boards 
or commissions aforesaid, who shall violate any of the' provisions 
of this act, and any attorney or counsellor who shall knowingly 
accept such prohibited employment or compensation shall be deemed 
guilty as principals of a misdemeanor and on conviction sentenced 
to pay a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25,00), jaar 
more than two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), and imprisoned 
for not less than ten (10) nor more than ninety (90) days and in 
addition thereto the members of such boards or commissions shall 
be deemed guilty of malfeasance and removed from office in the 
manner prescribed by law, if elected by the people, and by the 
governor or other prescribed authority, if appointed, (Acts 1912, 
No, 125, 4)". 

(While levee boards are not specifically included in this Section, 
unquestionably the word "aforesaid", as it appears in the Section embraces the 
wording "including leveo boards'' as the same appears specifically in Section 1, 
quoted in part above,) 

"7411, Special services for officers by attorney general,— 
The governor nay in big discretion require and direct the attorney 
general to render any police jury, parish school board, or state 
board any special s ervicer, in any matter and yfhen deened nocessary 
in the case of a Rtate board or cownission to assume full chtsrrc 
and control of ail lo~nl proceedings relating to such matter, (Act 
lOLS, No. 125, 5.)" 

4/ 



(Koto, the same conclusion set forth, in the foot-note on the 
section quoted doubtless F^pplies to this section of the Aet. Tram the last 
quoted sect ion it may be observed readily that the Governor say direct the 
Attorney General to render to any of the boards named in the Act "any 
special services in any matter*, and to go farther «*$ "aagumo f all charge 
and control of all legal proceedings relating to sue!* 'tetter* » Tm etfcoiaejr " 
general in the opinion abcre sited specifically dsso^d all refunding pre* . : 
ceedings of political sub-divisions as *legal p*oe^inge« t which are pre- 
hibited fro© being handled by any ens other than attorney* at 1m, A* 
Levee Board had and has regularly paid attorneys* Ihere iter*' these attojsseyg 
and what services did they perform in the refunding *tO protect the public sv 
interest"?) ' ,*i*>-i&:.y:-\<- 

The following questions are pertinent to the refunding of the 
Orleans Levee Board, a discussion of ifcleh has appeared In the local papers j 

1. Who are the regularly employed legal counsel of the Orleans 
Levee Board? - - h 

2. What special counsel if any, were employed by the Orleans 
Levee Board? 

3. Was special counsel compensated over and above the fee paid 

Newman-Harris and Company and In what sum? 

4. If Newman-Harris agreed to pay special counsel out of their 
fee who were and are their counsel and how much were they paid? 

B« Was a formal resolution employing Newman-Harris and/or special . 
counsel passed by the Orleans Levee Board and approved by the 
Governor and Attorney General as required by law? 

6« Bid the State Bond and Tax Board approve the refunding! 

7. Assuming that the State Bond and Tax Board did approve the 
refunding, was a copy of the refunding resolution submitted . 
to the State Bond and Tax Board pursuant to their practice or 
requirement set up by that Board since its inception? 

8. If the Levee Board submitted its refunding plan to the State 
Bond and Tax Board in 1936, both ex-governor Leohe and Governor 
Long then were members of that Board and were required by law 

to approve or disapprove the refunding plan* How now can either 

of them say they "don't know anything about it"? 

9. If the resolution employing "special counsel" or for the 

employment of anyone to render "special services" was not sub- 
mitted to the Governor (Leche at the time) and the Attorney 
General (Portcrie at the tine) was not the afore-cited Act 
(I2r> of 191:.} violated by i^aorin;- its provisions and re- 

quirouoatr? 

10. If the rusolvtion for emlc-ylnc special counsel or for rendering 
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•special services" was artalttea to g» Governor an* fte" Jtttonur 
Cfaml, dIA those officials set fS» fees at H49,0C»,o5t Ttadf» 
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fawwi_flUHau of inkstoatkjn 

U.S. I 
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ACH:AI 



lugvmt 4, 1939 
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dated July U, 1929, •a ( lr«88©4 toloSr*bl« # S^S^|^, 4 : 

. , < ■ 1 * i6h *° •*»!•• that the laforaatiort cs coo- 5 *>-'-V: 
taioad la your letter* i# being referred to United $t»il<l 
Attorney Rene A, Viosca, at 3e» OrleandV V- 



Very truly yours, 




cc - New Orleans 



John Edgar Hoow ~ 5 * - 
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August 7, 1939 



Miss Candv . A. . 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER. DIRECTOR, FBTlflRA L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' (j 



f. Hku,*~ 

Mr. F. A. T..Jll(^... ; 

w.r. n-iuy 7 

Mr, Cc*?«y 

Mr. r~« B 

Mi. £«.Ha .... 

Mr. Crcnrt 

Mr. Karbtt 
Mr l«*ar '„'... 
Mr. LawleT .... 
>';.■. Nil u .o!g 

Mr. Po<=n .. 
>*i p . Soar* 
Mr. Quln»i Taram 
Mr. Trscy 



There ia attached, an anonymous letter, 
together with three Newspaper clippings, relative 
to certain alleged conditions that exist in the 
State of Louisiana, for whatever consideration 
you may deem appropriate. 




Matthew F. McGuire 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
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M ^ >:••?.} ' ^ 

Mr, 0* J)ihn Boggeplsst* 8.S. Attorney* 
' *Mew Orleans,La* • 

* Ifea* Mr* Reggotfi * *#fe?*^^ v & 

'' : ' i "" c M 4rU . . X nav» given yd* plenty ef real dope but here Is *•->'• 

one of greater loportanee to you then any heretofore* 



1 




there is * nan on the present Federal Grand faty awed 
SPEED* who Is connected with file Mundet Cork Co. Be is giving valuable 
lnf ox-nation to SejyuourTiels, Maestri end the big political figures here* 
This nan Speed has sold big orders for cork and floor coverings Made by 
his fire, also corks, etc* to the nee (toarity Hosipital and X tin reliably 
informed it was a shady deal and a kickback in Money* the political gang ' 
have this over his and he is telling then plenty «f jfliat goes on in the ■■ 
Grand Jury, the nana is Speed, on the present Jury* If yah watch bin and : 
follow his footsteps and ping his telephone yoa will learn plenty* *hii 'if 
real true facts* t ,. > 

, •- - ■<*..' :' ^ :, ■ ' %<l ;■ 

Sow the natter of the bribed Bhushan jury that was 
and who acquitted hin of lneone tax frauds* fhe Hegro doctor is named Seqpe, 
end has en of flee in the E200 block on Dryades St, Ton people nasi have been 
forking on this case because Shushan phoned the legro doctor and told hiuj;*' 
not to do any talking to anyone until he saw him* the other nan is nsaed •.- 
Aaes* and he lives on Milan Street* He got a lie* Cedilla* ear end «os4T' M > ^ 
cash* the third juror is named Roger Hutchison* who is a Desk Sergeant on 
the lew Orleans Police force* He got a new hone end sash s^ intervals* 
lhere is one sore juror but X cent learn his naae* ^Ithls Is no idle dope* 

. low the barrel house politician who so severely ', 
castigated you and Attorney General Murphy last night over the radio, namely 
Shirley Umberley* Is « law partner of Governor Earl Long, ntnVreoerd if .-• 
rank for fraud end slick practices about town* Be and another political ' • 
lawyer in the partnership with Earl Long, naaely, Clem Sehrt, both get &0O\ 
per Month fron the "Deducts* that i£ey take- from the pay of State ewploye%*> 
So wonder he raised such a howl over your investigation of Deducts, they 
get their share* even Long, If you stick close to John lush, the nan w& : s( 
handled the Deducts you will find out plenty. . Push beat Sis" income tax and 
owns several pieces of property and a large 'hone at Bay St* Louis Miss* 



ad ■ \ \ 



X hope you will soon find out that the people of this 
State know this Umberley and his tribe* Ibis is the sane Stouts they pulled 
on General tasell* etc* when they g#ro down hers investigating Huey Long and 
bis crowd a few years ago* fhey blasted then on the radio and got out 
circulars on every lie they oouuT .think up on the Government am. this is 
done to try and get Murphy tapfll>off his men* fhey surely insulted Atty. 
General Murphy and you aadjjSjfeveral others. 

/ Ion will also note all the apologies by Maestri and 

the Lawyer of William Bella about their oil connections, lou know about a 
week ago they let out that nohtlng would come of the investigation beceu|e 
Elliott Roosevelt and Parley were linked with Hells in an oil deal that j < 
wfts jfc&dy.* This e&me out of Bob Maestri* offioo* 
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Mr; Crawl., 



Mr. 

Mr. LrsUsr^i 
Mr. r*% 
Mr. Nu-:iQ!«...i'ti-I._ 

Mr. Hoiian 

Mr. Sear* ,..» 

Mr. <Wn»Twi>« ... 
Mr. Tracy — , 
STL« Ga.ody. 
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I ANA . TnTt O FFICIALS , INFORMATION CONCERN ING . P.. U^LECHE WA*IVe£T. 

"~ I 

MMagBWW CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND TESTIFIED FEDERAL GRAND JURY, 
~ • ; - ' : , TODAY . R0 RR TR ! ; A -ST E J', -NEU 0RLEAN: MAYOR , ALSO TE< TIF J ■ U 
RE IT TODAY. GRAND JURY RECESSED UNTIL THIRTY FIRST NEXT. STAT®*- 
D JURY, BATON ROUGE, RECESSED FOR TWO :'EEKS , APPARENTLY TO PER HI? 
,-TIGATOhS TO RUN OUT LEADS * OLIV ERj^ARRIERE, GRANDSON OF LATE g 
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federal Bureau of Inurstfgatfon 
Knifed States Srpartmettt of Justice 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIAJtt. 
July 29, 1939 



Director ....... 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C . 



<Q.. Re: LOUISIANA. STATE OFFICIALS; 

, '/ Information Concerning 

/ Dear Sir: 

Mr. G. W. HOLLAND, Head of the Petroleum Conservation 
\f Division, 'United States Department of Interior, Washington, D. C.» 
called at the New Orleans Division office on July 26, 1939, at which 
time he requested that a,ny information received by this Bureau rela- 
\ tive to violations of the Connelly Act be transmitted to CLIFFORD C. 
| ROWLAND, who is in charge of the investigation of violations of the 
Connelly Act in thia district. Mr. HOLLAND was advised that instructions 
given to this office by the Bureau were to the effect that all reports 
of alleged violations over which this Bureau has no investigative Juris- 
diction in connection with this case, should be submitted to the United 
States Attorney at New Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. HOLLAND appeared to feel 
that cooperation in this matter would not be wholly given unless the in- 
formation received by this office relative to violations of the Connally 
^ Act were transmitted directly to Mr. ROWLAND. 



Special' Agent C. W. D INKER, while communicating with Mr. TAMM 
of the Bureau on other matters, informed him of the request of Mr. 
HOLIAND; however, Mr* TAMM advised that Information received by this 
office pertaining to alleged Irregularities over which this office has 
no investigative Jurisdiction should be referred to the United States 
Attorney at New Orleans B as previously directed by the Bureau. 

Very truly yours-, 

B. E. SACKETT 
Special Agent in Charge 



CWDrALS 
62-978 



•■■ -4C 



ACHtLL 

r-^^ r . r .Tv, :D 62-32509 -202 

Special Agent la fcarge 
B&* Orleans, tfouisiane, 



Re I CKT2JE GOSDITIOWS - LOOISIAIU 
Doar Sir* 

There &r* inclosed htrowith two photostatic 
copies of an snopyaous letter dated &t Shr ere port, 
Louisiana, July 29, 1939, addressed to the Attorney 
General by un "Aa-ricaa, " and referred to the Bureau, 
It it desired that ou* copy be famished ty your 
office to United States Attorney Rene A. VIosca, 
Sow Orleans. 

?ery truly yours, 
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John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 



Mr. Tolwn 
Mr. rUinan _ 
Mr. t. A. T»ro 
Mr. CIUC 
Mr. Colf» _ 

Mr. Elan 

Mr. OLvIri _ 
Mr. Cr*rwl 
Mr. Mar&o 

Mi . Lawlcr 
Mr. Mcintirr 
Mt R»<.« ■■ 



Inclosure — 
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Mr. NIchci-. 
Mr. q. Tu.nm 
Mr. tracy 
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SHREVEB^RT. UOUISIAN 



r, LOUISIANA-^ - 





1 "sirf 






COPY 
(ED) 



Shreveport, Louisiana 



7-29-39 



Dear Sir: 

Marstn ordered Senator Ellender to report to 
him in N. 0. 

Marstn thinking Vraso getting too friendly with your 
men and not giving him the information ha want*. 

It seems that Christ ianberry is the U. S. officer 
who is Marstn' a stool pigeon has not been reporting 
enough to Marstn and he wants all the facts as presented (?) 
at each session or daily meeting of Grand Jury. 

Up to the time illender arrived at N.O. Christ ianberry 
did not or at least Marstn did not think that he was 
getting full reports. The opinion here is that if enough 
evidence can be secured against some major acts in this 
drama to indict him there will be a full confession tfflr 
annuity. 

Hie fear of doing this is because of Maratn who does not 
hesitate to protect himself. An Investigation in N. 0. 
alone should and no doubt would show a million dollar WPA 
start on the Itfinicipal Work in N.O. With padded pay rolls 
etc etc 



American 

To 

Hon Frank Murphy 
Wash ington ,D.C. 



Auguat 10, 1939 



AGH : LL '■ ••-v^-i^- 
62-32509 O^rr^T^ael 201 



Special Agent in Charge 

Hew Orleans, Louisiana 



Mr. TO IsM 

M>. Nathan 
Mr C. A. T»mm 
Mr. Cle» 
Mr. dlli) 
Mr. Etfan 

Mr. Clavln 

Mr. Cro»l _ 
Mr. Marfao __ 

Mr. mm 

Mr Mclntlre 
*tr Bov" 
Mr, S:.-ii> 
Mr. NICUOIA 
Mr. o Tarrri.i 
ftkr. I rati 
Mist Candy 



Bet CKTKE CONDITIONS - L00I3IAIA 

De£jr Sir* 

*herc are inclosed i.^r^ith t»o photoatatic copies 
each uf the following described coasuaicfctious, which were 
received by Ute At tor as/ GanertJL and referred to the Bureau, 

end it id c-AsiiW that ou*. Co..;/ of each be furnished by your 
office United Cutis atwrnu/ itucc A. Vioiica, Sbv. Orleans. 

Anonysous letter dated at Men. Orleans, July 24, 
1939, beginning, "Is there esj truth to the , 
terrible slanderous information. ..»• 

Letter dated at Sew Orleans, July 23, 1939, fro« 
Marguerite A, Richardson, et el. 

Letter dated at Sen Orleans, July 23, 1939, froa 

Alexander broKmadile, 

flone of these corarrunications has been acknowledged. 

Very truly your a, 



Inclosiire 
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dctor 
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Jul-- r.o, 1939 




I!" Dear Mr. r.v.rjhv: 



: " " + •'•or-ey - }- d- sires that the national Govern n*nt 
Giid :-r-rticul?rl~ the deysr tr.-rt of justice be~h-'id in 

tct and ir. oat ten by the public, I f<el it rav d-ty 
to u:: -c you to i<:*5st or. ho-e<=t cleanup of this 
]:.-..rr'hle r - th-.t r. -:>es : sns*e City end Ch?---o look 
.r-t- -nil r.h. 
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ru- : t.-,rt 11. •> decent o: le of Louis i^an a 
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■". ~: the depart sceFc? 

- \$ the income tax cr scs 
y.o'yTUVei ss and the other 

.-■ .. • '\ . ,, j.. • .. , n 

'. ion* 

• • ■ 1 - .-■ n 



- -.. ■:■ r. t ■ _ ■- rs . 

V -- - o:l .<■-.-:. of: - tho 6o[?, ^*d not 

*:nov: f: ' -' J .h:y could »o fs far - 5 s f-h^-y :•; «n t*»d 

• 'n ■•■'c:.---. , uv ■: '.on— r-veri to the restitution 
of _ CV ir « --.c t v <-w;h ti--- ir •-■!-■-■■ ! :ul- tiona et 
" "'hi - j vov.lc. ver hevs 



- t.: ■: • p.-kI thr. t Jt is iv f- 
h •-: tl- thlr-c this *i-.:e. 



LO 7- 



turf v. 

:. 1 • : ^ 



"-0 



/ 



\ 

recorded 
Indexed 



i 




JBH:DC 

62-32501 -200 



Mr* /« f* Johneoa 
Post Office Box 705 
Laredo, Texas 



Soar Mr, /onnsoni 



August 12 # 1939 



,■ .. •'>. , 'f.f.fV '«v'.'."" 



..* ." * ■**■ 



- T<MW lett « r July 26. 1939. addressed to th* 

Attorney General haa been refirred (, SJ*,*™^ * W * 

On behalf of the Attorney General I wish to 
«cpre*s appreciation for your spirit of cooperS^^nd 
your interest in law enforceaent. 



Vary truly yours, 




John Edgar floorer 
Director 



cc-San Antonio (with copies of incoming letter) 
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We Specialize in Supply- 
ing Quail to Slate Game 
Commission for Restock- 
ing Purposes. 



ESTABLISHED 1914 




4L 



$ti*d ?/ Animal 



rn-an ^Mexican *Lfjtr.a r t-AUitn/rtf too. 

J. W. JOHNSON. General Manager 



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS OF 

LIVE ANIMALS, BIRDS AND REPTILES FOR 
ZOOLOGICAL. PROPAGATING AND 
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES 

TEXAS GAME B R^fe^S^ i "tfe: 1-550-25-18 



P. O. BOX 7C 



LAREDO. TEXAS 



\ JUL 2 ^ 1939 .7/26/59 



U.S. Attorney General Kurphy 
Washington, D. C 

Dear Sir: 



Have just read with much interest the articles appearing in the Asso. 
Press regarding your splendid work cleaning up ITew Orleansof all the 
rotten politicians there. You have the respect and "best wishes from a 
large numoer of our citizens in this District ana we hope that you carry 
the work on in New Orleans to a complete finish, the same aB you did in 
Kansas City. 

This District has sullered with the same troubles as the good citizens 
of ITew Orleans and Kansas City, had to endure, until you stepped into the 
fight and sent a large number of them to the Penitentiary where they De- 
long. 

7,'e are still hoping that your Dept. will carry out the investigation 
promised us son© time ago. Again assuring you of my hearty co-operation 
in this very necessary investigation at an early date. 



1 am as ever, 



Yours for justice 



J. W. ' Johnson 
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A NEW PANEL INDICATION DEPUTY CLERK PROBABLY RESPONSIBLE SOME NAMES 
ON PRESENT PANEL MIGHT BE USED IN TRIAL OF MAIL FRAUD CASE PRESENTLY 
PENDING. VIOSCA ADVISED THAT 0. JpjtN- ROe s g°T ^<^N«^liITH ATTORNEY -j; 
GENERAL RELATIVE TO TRANSFERRING^ HILARY J&AUDInUSSISTANT U S 
ATTORNEY NEW ORLEANS TO CALIFORNIA ^ T » "»Tti£R -*£oVERNMENT DEPARTMENT 
INSTEAD OF HAVING HIM RESIGN 

SACKETT 

END 

OK FBI WASHINGTON DC GDH 





Sj*ci*l Agent In Cburp 
low Orleaiw, t>cul0i«if» 



Bel ' CWOtt C0SDITI085 - &0OISIAIU ^mm' m^^ 



Dear Slri 



V-' 



'■'■■p there ere inclosed hertisltfc 
etetic copiei of a latter dtted July 27, 1939, 
received ty the Burdwu froa Mr, Jams IE, Hanson, 
of Sorgfen City, Louisiana, together with t»o 
oople* of th« Biireati'a reply th«reto« It It 
d«flir«ci tAtit oae copy be furnished ly ycur 
office to United States Attorney Kane A. Viose*, 

Very tr^ jo«r» # / " i 



<. 
-nr" 



© 

TO 



John Edgar toowr T 
Director 



Indosure 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAI L E ffi ■ , 

★ AUG 12 ; 19» ★ 

FEDEML BURt«rOF'lNVEST16MION. 
U, s. OEPOTMEST Ot JUSTICE 



ft 




ACH:LL 
62-32509-198 



- ; '. A A% awl C '^fe^^ r: ^ y f^i^, - 

v}- ^ ■ •: ': : . UO0 fourth Street ' ; " ' : ■" ■ ■- ■ 

■ : lr v"" : Bsar Mr* eansoni " ■;. :^4%-v;v; .... 

This will acknowledge irkii^S* y*** lette* 
• ^ ^ dated 2V W9« concerning g&shling in Morgan 

! _ " city. ■ : v . . : . /C&f;-! ; ■ ■v' ; fe|^: " ' "' .1 T ■ ' ; / :; - 

I wish to ftdrlan that X h*v c»r»fuUjr 
noted the contents of your letUr end fail to oota 
6 TioUtion of any Federal U* «lthlu the lareaU- 
£&Ure JurlBdiction of thia Bureau. Bowrer, I 
mjgfiest thet In the event you do possess such 
information, you mj he deeiroue of furniehiag 

- - oonplete detail* direct to Mr. J. ». ^ .S» „. 

Social agent in Charge, federal Bureau of In- £ & - 

^stigation, United State. Depart. ant of Juatie., g - . 
130S Saaonii Tenple Building, «•» OrUaaf, ™ M | 

Louisiana* . ^'^Vv.;;-- ■ •- 




*hs iaforsaition oontaljied in your 
latter has been referred to United States ; 
Attorney Rene *. Tioeca, »*w Orleans. 

- Tar/ truly yours, 



Ox . 



'33 



'-O 



John Edgar Hoover 
Pjreotor 



Mr. bnrtn 

Mr. Mclnllr* 
Mr. Rosert _ 

Mr. Bears 

Mr. Nlcftol. 



Mr. q. T.rnrn 

Mr. Tracy 

ritu Gardv 



COMMUNICATtONS SECTION 
M A f L E D 

U, S. Dt*ARTMtNT OF JUSllCE 



Mr. 3". Edgar Hoover 



Director, The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 

I wish to call to your attention some- 
thing of grave importance talcing place in this 
part of the country, which there seems .no pos- 
sible way to remedy without calling on you for 
assistance. 



■She question of open gambling and 
the slot machines: They are' oausing untold 
suffering among the people, and I have personally 
taken the matter up with the Sheriff, and was 
told he had no authority to do anything concern- 
ing the matter unless he had orders from the 
governor of this state. 

You undoubtedly have seen the crooked 
and lmscrupulus things taking plafe in our govern- 
ment of this state. 

So is there any wonder the sheriff of 
this county wouldn*t uphold the - gambling and slot 
machines? 

I wish it was possible for me to speak V (xl^- Q-l- 
to you personally concerning this matter. Then / ' , 
I could express myself more clearly. * ('-.*. )\ '• 

There has beBn several slot machines t 

taken by young boys in this town lately and they_ / ^ / _ 

have been arrested buVhothing has been done \" 

about the natter. Therefore if the machines sL^L^ < Cj_ 5 y / - 

were within th^'layr Johey would have been pro- ■■— — — — — 

secuted. % rboobDED & ESDEXEII rr 0ER.'.L . BLTvV.i !!■:•« 

If %x is possible for you to send one of JJ - ' ' 
your men to this town .-./ithout the authorities ,[ .- pcp/^vfM r ' ^ 
knowing anything about it, I will be glad to ; '" v ~~^~ , '~^ 



^ 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 



» _ 



. . a,... .... v^,. 





RAG tRLA 



3ft?ipralSureau of Inuratigatinn 

i 

9nit*& States Uepartmettf of Justin? 
Slasljtiigton, 31. C. 

July 26, 1939 



MEK0RAKDT3M FOR MR, B. 




Time j Ili55 P.K. 

In response to a telephone call received earlier this 
evening, I telephoned Special Agent Dunker at New Orleans, and 
advised him that permission had been given to maintain a surveil- 
lance on Dr. James J«|Shaw tonight.- I ascertained that Mr, 0, 
John Rogge, Assistant Attorney General, now in l.'ew Orleans, had 
verbally requested the surveillance of Shaw, 

Special Agent Dunker advised that the Assistant Attorney 
General had made another request on the telephone tap of the Kew 
Orleans Mayor t the details of -which would be included in his 
letter to the Bureau tomorrow. 

I instructed Special Agent Dunker to advise the Bureau 
of further developments. 

Respectfully, 







v. 



pi 

w 



o 
(J 



o 

o 



R. A. Guerin 
Night' Supervisor 



ft 



f-t 



; A > 



7 




•7oHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



Jfeberal Surfatt of luuesttgatton 
Emteb States Uppartmrttt of lustier 
»las^ui9tott,Sl.«. 



EAT: COS 

Time: 4:35 p.m. 



A 



July -27, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FII£ 
RE: ^£QLITICAL SITUATION 

■ LouToim — 1 — — 



I2T 



Agent Dunker called from. New Orleans in connection with cer- 
tain developments in the above situation* 



i 



p 



Assistant Attorney General Rogge has requested that Bureau 
Agents place a wire tap on the home of Sj^eri^Maestrij Mayor 
of New Orleans. Mr. Rogge has not gone into detail concern- 
ing this request as yet with -k'r, Dunker but the latter wanted 
the Bureau's reaction to such a request. The tap is not to 
be maintained in connection with a case over which the Bureau 
has original investigative jurisdiction but will relate to 
income tax and hot oil cases. Mr. Rogge, according to Agent 
Dunker, made the request of the Bureau as he knew the facilities 
for such an assi ynment are available. 5 



I pointed out, to Mr. Dunker that the other Agencies also are 
equipped forhwir.e. tapping. I instructed him to inform 
Mr. Rogge that a matter of this kind is something Mr. Hoover 
has to pass upon personally and that his request will be 
brought to the Director ' s attention in order that if necessary 
he may take it up with the Department, 



Mr. George T/esti Holland, Director of the] Petroleum ^onserva- 



M 

W 
g 

I 

3 

ti on Division o\f the Department of "interior, has requested 
that all information received relative tof\hot oil investiga- 
tions be transmitted directly to Mr. Rowland, the man in 
charge in New Orleans, According' to Mr* ^unker, previous 
instructions were to submit the information to the United 
States Attorney. I instructed Mr.. Dunker to continue to 
submit the information to the U. S. Attorney . : ~~ 

RE0ORDE2} & INDEXED I 6c/ ~°^S(J ( j 17/ 

Mr. Dunker stated that U. $. Attorney Viosca has.. . fcQde^^e-. /. '_\{ 

quest for an Accountant tfi assist in the hot dil investigation^ 
However, he understands- Jthat two Accountants jr'om the Federal 
Tender Board are now in New Orleans assisting in this'' 'in-' 
vestigation and he does not know whether this request will 
stand* I told him 'the Director would pass on this, ^ 'J ^[*'} ! 

X. 



1 X 



cyr-iKi? MSStBOVED 
170 SEP 17 1964 



J 



MEMO FOR THE FILE 7-27-39 



MTU Bunker stated the surveillance was maintained on _ J a me s 
A-JL^haw^jjist night. Nothing occurred except that a taxi 
drove up at ltOO a.m. The license number was obtained but 
it was considered inadvisable to check with the cab company ' 
as the same is connected with the Mayor and other individuals 
involved in the investigation* In this connection, Mr. &ogge 
has informed Mr* Bunker that Shaw has made a confession 
before the Grand Jury admitting he received $30 t 000*00 on 
which he failed to report any income tax, Mr. &ogge has 
stated the surveillance may be discontinued. I told Mr, 
Bunker he could drop the matter of checking on the taxi-cab. 



E. A. TAMM 




iSOe'Vesoale Teaple Building, 
JFmr Orleans, Louisiana 





- v I 

# ! 



J: i 




. ' , tnelo#ed fcorewltJi are , , 
)/ . s , addressed to tie Attorn** toners! and t!w letter 
7 Bailed at Sfcrevepert, Louisiana, June ^ 1939« *\ 
'■■rM i iat * 3 W V&f* $n^ealaxitlee" Sm x^siane* 

The infornont, TCH P about «fim your office he* - 
jreviooa eawiunlcationa, again contacted tide office July *5 t 1939. 
at which tlae be edtised that JTJBqp&saBXXl was scheduled to apeak 
over radio station 1DSC July 26, 1939/ this Informant advised that 
he believed M0HRJ3CH would be able to supply a great deal of 1»- 
f croat ion relet ire to the irregularities of DR. CLARi?Jc5[L0RI0 and 



irregularities in Louisiana in general. 

Vary truly jocrn- 



B. S, SACK8TS, 

Special A^ent la Charge 

Enclosures 
CWD:sh 
#63-978 



cc Bureau* 



if 



j 



■ % 




■ •- '.■„■-;,".,--■■■■- . 




Mr. rol»«l 

Mr. Nfttban 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

«i. CKM 

Mr. Ca<f»r 

Mr. Eon 



Mr. Ctovlr 

Ml. Cmwl 



Ir. Lawler 



Mr. Mclnt>r« 

Mi ffosr.i 
Mr. Scars 

Mr. Q TMtnm 
]ti. Irtcy 



: 1 „ , 



'to, 

Dear Sirs 



. there,' ere Inclosed ' herewith ,tirO ||wtM$*>ti^^^ 
copies of the following described fcxEa^caUens, whle* -■'••/;>' 
ware received by the Attorney Cene**l and referred t» V; v -^rCs-L 
the Bureau, together with t«o copies of the Bureau' g 
replies thereto, and it is desired that one oojy be 
furnished by your office to United States Attorney 
Keue A. Tiosca, Heir Orleanei 

Letter dated at Crowley, Louisiana, Jvty z '' 'sz'.' " 

2A, 1939, fro* Mr. Lawrence l*;'fi#u '^"^ 

Letter dated at Mew Orleans, e^gr'«'* 
1939, froa Mrs. Marie Hebert Molbrook. 



■ w -. 



•^7 , -1? 



Letter dated at Camden, Mew Jersey, July* 27, 
1939, froa Mr. Frank B, Mpnhler,:^;,- ■.•.•4V. ;l j.^.,; 

Letter dated at Morse, Louisiana, July 24, v r " 
1939, froa Mr. George A.,Chies»oa« ;.. ■ ,. \. 

■ .-ii?"-' 1 ' ' : ■ <'i"*- 



•3 GO f . 
:-° 2? -or 



▼ery tru^ yours, 



COMMUNICATIONS SiCTjpN 

M A i L grower 
* AUG 1 2 1939 factor 
f 



Inclosur< "i*r 



■ 'A 



■X 




aCH:LL 



\^*;r- i r^^.>. Afe :'T:.Mv:;?: 



SB 



*r. Ceorfe £ tliUi^^^^^^^^^^^mit^'ft^ 
teuislaaa • • 4 m^s^^^es^e^^^ii;^. ^ --- 




Mr. I. ». T» 

r ■« 

Mr. Cl>u „ 
Mr. Colin _ 
Mr. ffiit 



Mr. aivvln 
Mr. Cnrwl 
Mr. Hlrb* 

Mr. lawlrr 



Mr. Blclnllr* 
Mr Rosen 
Mr. Soars 
Mr. NfCnols 
Mi. U T*<nrn 
Mr. T>«» _ 
Miss candr 



f 3*. 



thi* «UX acknowled|i ;: i*e*|^<^ 
dated July 24, 1939, addreeaej la ,w jlttorney wpfel^'' ' > r 
of the United States, concerning cria* condition* la 
Louisiana, «bich letter waa referred tc thif Sure** 

for appropriate attention. ' " '///'' ; /-^'vSr 

I hare perused the contents of your letter 
and fail to note definite information concerning a 
violation of tuif Federal la* within the inreflti- 
geUv* Jurisdiction of this Bureau* 8 §9.»»W| r 
suggest that in the event yon do possess «uch la* :..-> y^s^r. 
formation, you nay be deairout of furniahing the . * 'J'.^^-^H^- ■ 
seas to United States Attorney Bane A. tiosoa, ., i \ ,a M: ' -. ^r' - 
Braw Orlaana. ; ^ '.V.*^% '. 

I wish to adrise further' that the data * , . v - ^ 
contained in your coaaunication are being furnished ■= ~~ < ^ 
to Mr* tiosea. 



COMMUNlCATiONS SECTION 
MA I.L E D 

* AUG 1 2 1939 



4Tary truly yours, 

slojm Mgar Hoorar' 
I>lreetor '■ 



». M. 



fedcsai BLiRfAu or investigation.. 

U. S. D£PARTW£NT Of JUSTICE, 



rn 



C... 1 




f this Letter fur.i 




8'7d,' ever letter -f evui Uc«ti) 
'At' 
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RECORDED & INDEXED 

j, ^ Eases 
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cLsd? ~t£Ut/ JL**~ l^it^ ^-o Q^£&*\ 
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fay 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No- 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



New Orleans, Louisiana 



FILE NO. 62-983 



SMw':Al£ 



REPORT MADE AT 



NEW 




DATE WHEN MADE 



PERIOD FO* „ . _ 
WHICH MADE 7-17, 



7-27-39 18,28 ft 24-39 



5^ 




V r 



\-.-r* 



HILARY J*. GAUDXK 



.-.V?*W..i 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTSj 



Assistant U. S. Attorney General 0. JOHN ROGGE 
requested investigation as to, Asst. U. 8* Atty. 
HILARY J. GAUD IN, New Orleans, as possibly fav- 
oring SEYM0U5$ WEISS and others in mall fraud 
violations. GAUD IN le an appointee in off !©• . 
of U* S. Atty#, New Orleans, on behalf of SET- 31 
MOOR WEISS and has stated he .does not beliava J 
WEISS guilty of nail fraud. 16 Is understood 
GAUD IN may be transferred to office of U. S. A&ty. 
another section of country, or to the Judge Advo- 
cate General's department of the War Department, 
if possible. 



■ i v.,... ■ ■ ' v.. 'Wife 



»rw..-» 



■:• .1 S. 



PET Alls ; This investigation resulted from a request made of the New 

Orleans Office by Assistant milted States Attorney General 
0* JOHN ROGGE, who desired Information as to the possibility that Assist- 
ant United States Attorney HILARY J. GAUDDT, Sew Orleans, Louisiana, may... 
be favoring certain prospective defendants in New Orleans, namely; SEYMOUR 
WEISS, MONTE IHART, and others Involved in mall fraud investigations in New 
Orleans and vicinity* This request was made of Special Agent R. L. SHIVERS, 
Acting Special Agent in Charge of the New Orleans Office, on July 16, 1939, 
and authority was received from the Bureau to make the Investigation request- 
ed by «r. ROGGE. 

The writer was assigned to assist in investigation of other 
matters being handled by Mr. GAUD IN in order to discreetly conduct the In- 
vestigation possible In this matter. During this association with Mr. GAUD IN, 
he volunteered the information that he and the other Assistant United States 
Attorneys, stating that fo ur of th em altoge ther were all p njUfri^l RppM n».«,Aja 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



Special Aawr 



COPIES OF THIS HEPOHT 



3 Bureau 

2 New Orlear^y^ jWtf^KOlfcl) 
*70 SEP XT 19&4 



DO HOT WRITE [N THESE SPACES 



"I ' :•/ 



» ■! 
/ 



on 



Wsftemi gureau of Inurstigatton 

Hutted State* Department of luatire 

»EW ORLEANS, LOUIS IAML 
July 87, 1939 



V 



AIR MAIL - 

PERSONAL and CONFIDENTIAL SPECIAL DELIVERY 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. a 

/ Re: HILARY j/\GAUDIN; \ 

Information Concerning 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is the report of Special «gent 
S. M. WOLF, New Orleans, dated July 27 , 1939, in the above- i i; 

entitled case. 

>> 

\ 

s The latest information in this case is that Mr. ^ ( 

0. JOHN ROGGE of the Department of Justice was to discuss 
this matter with the Attorney General, relative to trans- 
ferring HILARY J. GAUDIN to another part of the country or 
to another government department. However, this office does 
not know of the Attorney General*s decision in this matter. 



Very truly yours, 



62-983 B. E. SACKETT 

CWD:ALS Special «gent in Charge 

Enclosure 



\ 



1 v ■ 



n - 




and were obliged to be careful lm their associations ia ani about New 
Orleans at the present tiffi* bscauss of infrostigaticnViidw being apA^^M^-^ 
of persons such as SEYMOUR WEISS, MMflS HAS? an* 6$8ere , ' wlo a>e Be* - 
lieved to wield considerable political influence. Mr. GAUD IN also 

connection with the nail fraud indictment against hla at the preset 
tiaej that the only way he will believe WEISS guilty is to fc*^kwvine*&> 
from tha'^yideace produlfe^ open court & He stated he ia aa appointee* ' 
Iji the office of the United States Attorney ©a behalf 6f^ SBtliOUR WBISS $w 
and said fortunately he does ^%^yeM^MmW.^il^^^ TiolatioHa^S 
and : that, if he were prosecuting thfs type^^olatlon hi would either ••v-^r^ 
%. ' ...v* hare to resign or be excused from peart^cift^ion, In ,t*e r calBe'^inflt\'**^S 
- SEYMOUR WBISS. This additional InforaaUol-'ifelatirt to Mr^GAUDIM 

was furnished Mr. ROCOS by Special Agent SfWER3 and the writer la 4& ' 
the New Orleans Bureau Office. ■• • . ^^t^:" -S^I&i 




It was ascertained that at a conference between United states 
Attorney RENE*VIOSCA, Mr. ROGGE and Mr. GAUDIN, which occurred July 22, 
1939, in New Orleans, discussion was had as to the possible resignation 
;:%^^^*^f.^Mr>, OAUimr,v and the .matter was left pending until it , wairaete**d^-$^Jp 
" ■■'./\ ■ ;.!^f„ it' would be possible io transfer Mr. OAUDIN to the office of the TMte^%^ 
■;&^2l-^4#M&M, Attornerin .some -other part of the country, preferably, loa ; Angele¥jjS| 
^^Callfornla, or tb v the Judge Advocate General* s Department of the United 
f Stat? 



..*:> ■ 



..MR; 



THE NEW ORLEANS DITISIClfi 



UNDEVELOPED LEADS 



At NEW 0RLEAK5, will follow the developments la the office of 
the United States Attorney as to Assistant United States Attorney HIIART '". 
:«T. GAUD IN. ■ : «>, ^ t'i ■■ ". "'' 

■ ), ,,,5 # .,;%• ^if. 

•? C-v .PENDING •• ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



SYNOPSIS OF FjVCTS: 



'Sj*f» 





Assistant 'f t 3';"MV 
requested ifcYeetiga 

mm Ksmm*x 

rlotatloas^ (jAUDIH £« an 

of tr* », Attyi^ $rts4i 
. .ww num. jotf jwmpM.- 

WESS guilty of sail fraud, ft i s saderstaoS 
GAODDr nay he ti-anef erred to office of ff. S» Aity, 
anothsr taction of country, or to the Judge Adro- 
> d*p«rt«mt of t**Jiw 



* 



.7 



0v3^» H0Q«, who desired inforaetlon en to the poaaifcillty that Asaiat- 
ant TMted states Attorney HIIAET J, GAUD m, Bow Orleans, Louisiana, «ay 
he farorlng cartaU proepectiTS defendants la Haw Orloana, naaslyt SSTHom 
WEBS, MCNrK HAOT, and others tflyolrad in .all fraud lnreatigations in Vow 
Orlaana and Tioinlty. Thie repeat waa mde of Special Agent R. L. SHIVERS, 
Acting Special Agent in Charge of the New Orleano Office, on July 16, 1939. i 

J*?^ 1 ! - * " Bl 8 n8d ^ ^atot'in iareatigation of other 
nattars haing handled hy Mr. OAUDIH in o*der to diserootly confluct the in- 
yeatigation poaaihle in thi« .attar. During this aaaociatton with itr. CATJDDJ 

-Tjrt. and Ihe other Aaatatant^ited staS. ' 

.am altoge ther wa re .all politlsal appointee^- 

OO NOT IWHlTElN THESE SPACES 



he Tolunteerod the Inforaation 
Attorney a. at ating teat four of 

APPROVED AND SPTCIAI. Aon^ 

FORWARDED 



■ - - f r 
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Itefcefal Still 



**** -•■4^ ■ - 



iX.i.'-f 



JW* & 9 1939 




EATtTSB 



UEUORAMDUM FOB THS FlJ^ g ^ 
^POLITICAL SITUT10X IM 



X oailedf l^ni JJimfcer a* Jfe» <?r2«<*n< 
reference to Assistant Attorney General 
Rogge , s request that the Bureau J> lace a tel»» 
phone tap on the hone of So hertWae^ trt* Mayor 
of New Orleans, which request %S mentToned in 
the attached memorandum,. I told Vr. Hunker 
this was out of the question; that we do not 
tap telephones and if Mr. Bogge wants this done 
the organisation handling the matter in which 
he is interested should be requested to do 
this. 




3. 



With reference to ihe requeai for am 
accountant in connection with the \hot oil inves t^ 



igqtionj I told ]fr, Dunker that as they already 
have "two accountant* from the Federal Tender 
Board let them, get another one from there; that 
we do not have any accountants available. 
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£ 
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g 

o 
o 



s. a. TAiae 
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' ; '"''^*-<>fltf twwta referred to thta Sweea ft* A^o^riat* 



■ - 5 :-. r-' : attention* 



J?' 



X to adrlae , th.it the jtSifaraatloa 
caattdned in your letter i» t^inf refurr>s4 to 



- -j." : r ' r C' ■ ■ John' Edear Etodre* '"^ 



■r. TclMa 



■'■•■*«''".J, 

■;f.<„. _ v -,.; * -'. 



. John' BJgar Hoofer 

••^"'^•■^^ ■ ' , .... Director "!\, « • 



,«r. t- «. T* 
Mr. Cairitr 



'a' 




Mr. Cnnrl 



.1 .;...,!„ , 
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62-32509 .r*?*.. * 



Auguat 12, 



Ure. Karie Hubert Holbrook 
417 Hillary Street 
B©» Ctrleane, Louisiana 





Dear lire. Holbrookt 



Thia will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated July 27, 1939, addressed to the Attorney 
General of the United Statea, concerning critae con- 
ditions in Louisiana, which letter has been re- 
ferred to this Bureau for appropriate attention. 

I wiah to *dvi3e that the information 
contained in your let tor is being referred to 
United States Attorney Rene A. Tiosca at Mew Orleane, 
end 1 would *uggest thi-t in the erent you hawe 
any definite information regarding Federal violation*. 
yon tsay be daeiroua of coeaunlcating the ease 
direct to Mr. Viosca. 

Very truly youre, 



Mr. r«l»o« 



Mr. Katnan 

Mr. C. a. rimrfl 

Mr. Ctrxt 

Mr. C«ff«y _ 



Mr. Slavln 

Wt. Crawl 

Si. SiiiS- 
Mr. l.. H ii:r 



Mr. rtlcnaitf 

Mr. Irac* 
Mil. CanJ- 



John tdgar Hoorer 
Director 



ffice Ly c .'vf -fiM^fCATtONS'-'BEG^ 
M AILED 
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Nev -T^e^ns, Louisiana. 



July 27th. 1939. 



Honorable Frank Murphy 



Attorney General United States 




Washington, D.C 



• » 



My dear sir: 



Since your office is investigating the rottiness existing in th 
State Administration of Louisiana, I believe this is an opportune 



confidence in some Louisiana Courts, They distrust the Judges and 
in fact anyone else connected with the Courts, These men seem to to- 
seeking only political advancement through their eloquence and cro< 
tactics. This is particularly true in Iberville Parish or in the 
town of Plaquemine, Louis iana g where I have lired and where I hare 
been treated as shabbily as any woman could possibly hare been • 
I could recite to your Agents or Represent at ires a number of wrong- 
doings By this clique in Plaquemine, Louisiana and prore to you , 
that great injustice has been done to me by them. 

I give you the above information, because I feel certain that j 
will be glad to have a thorough investigation made. I am at your 
service, and shall be extremely glad to co-operate with you. 
With kindest regards,' I am, - 



time to remind you that the people of our State are fast losing 



Very truly yours, 




417 Hillary Street 



•Uew Orleans 



Louisiana. 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

1 1 V.r. Nr .: 

Jfp&eral Bureau of Inuefittgntton 
United Stairs Department of Duatize 

89asl?tngt0n,9.C ^ 

JFStDF July 20, 1939 

12 Hoc* 




MEMORANDA FOR MR. E. A. % 



"Sis 



I instructed Special Agent Shivers of the New Orleans Office 
• to furnish a copy of the summary report of Special Agent C. E. Feeks, 
dated at New Orleans, Louisiana, on July U, 1939, in the case entitled 
"iionte iNHart, et al, Mail Fraud", to Assistant Attorney General 0. 
John Rogge; also the report of Special Agent C. F. Puhker, dated at 
Kew Orleans, Louisiana, on July 18, 1939, in the case entitled 9 "Louisiana 
St&te^flcifilg, Information Concerning", which sets forth his interview 
with MrsjK-^harpe, former secretary to Huey^Lohg. 

' Special Agent Shivers informed he received information from ^ 

Special Agent Scott at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that it is rumored the 
state Grand Jury will return an indictment today against former Governor \, 

"Leche for aiding Dr. James ^nroe Smith in his bond manipulations. v 
There is another rumor that Chief of Police JoseplTBates will be dismissed 
and All be replaced by £. 0>-£auer, Jr., head of the Traffic Division of 
theVPolice Department j^Baton Rouge, Louisiana, a Hational Police Academy . 
Graduate. 

/ There is another rumor that General Louis Sf'&uerre, head of £ 
theiLouisiana State Police is expected to be released momentarily. £ 

Mr. Shivers advised he would immediately advise the Bureau by £ 
teletype if these contemplated rumors take place. 

Respectfully, ;j 
Sears 



A. - 




mmmttim scam 

JUL ST 1939 
TELETYPE 



pt: 



J Mr. ThUon 



Mr. Kx^i 
Mr Mr. Coffey 

, Mi. k«*>i 



Mr. G;..vin 

! Mr. Croirl...,, 



Fi-.I NEW ORLEANS 7-20-3$ 

director 

:j.:te eAhart etal 




MA I L FRAUD . L OU I S I A^^ W ^yflBBIf W' 



INFORMATION CONCERNING. ATTORNEYS KOK 
IN FEDERAL CC E ".TNEW ORLEANS TODAY TO TH 

TO LEAVE LOUISIANA JUNE TWENTY FIFTH AM ) nTD NOT tft&k' T&kvcisi 



j m4_s m i WW- F§fc$ 3>k Wm 5 



PROSECUTION. EONDS SET IN STATE AND FEDERAL CASES WERE ACCEPTER. \ 



I'.'" SNIT" NOT 
AD PROSEQUENDUM. 



[ PTEF TO MAKE TAIL .UNDER FEDERAL HABEAS CORPUS! 
fr.AT SMITH WAS QUESTIONED AGAINST HIS WILL BY^ 



F E"; ERAL INVESTIGATOR S , NAMING INVESTIGATOR INTELLIGENCE UNIT 



)NET J 



. >E' I-.STS THAT COURT ORDER THAT NO ONE CAN SEE HIM EXCEPT COUNSELED 



k r-^T EE permitted to make lail. /o; 
. ^titton. usa is contesting same. Acq; 

ATT 



DATE SET FOR HEARING TrfISS 



r_3 



.C OiiEXDEN.T I A L INF ORMA N T A D V I S |t THAT 



tv v. 



t • . ■ 



■ - • ■ - ■ ' - s 



FART; OF FRANrf REED, WHO IS - TTORNEYf' 
•.-/• c /• r fOLNEY FOR WE ! SS IN FORMER 



^rVISE". INFORMANT J LEY WOULD t E HANDLED S AM 



-.r: INF 



1 c 





_.Lr.-H 5 



OOWKS JiESTKOYED 
X7 SEP 17 1964 





PAGE TWO 

HAVE BUSINESSES OPERATED BY MEMBERS FLOURISH., INFORMANT/;.^ 
ADVISED HE UNDERSTOOD THREE MEN WERE ACTUALLY PAID. OFF, IN 
ABE^SHUSHAN TRIAL WILL ATTEMPT OBTAIN AND FURNISH,.,.. 

NAMES. • • •:• . ' ■ 

. T ■ 

SACKETT 

END •• - ;r ' 



OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC 
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Auguat U, 1939 

62-32509 -iaai -5-1^901 -«6-i945-$« " fr'" : ' • 

Special Agent in Cbarg» "'' v;. A-v •.';•> .. ■ •© ^ 

lew 0rle*n», Louisiana •• t 

'■ "" . ' ■. . , •' ' * . . » 



Rei CRIME COND1TI0S8 - LOOISIAUA ' : 

Deer fir* ' ' .- 

There are inclosed h»r*with two ^tooto- 
at*tic copies of a copy of a luttar dated at 
Se» Orle*na, Louisiana, July 20, 1939. adaresaed 
to" Tha TiKea-I 3 ics/«iie Publishing Cc., Sew Orleaas, 
try "A Pulled Citiaen," together with two photo- 
static oodles of the anwelope in which it wea 
mailed to the Attorney Geuerci, whicu w&s referred 
to the Bureau by the Department. It ia desired 
that one copy* b« furai ohed by yvniT office w 
United States attorney Bene a. Tioaca, Bew 
Orleaaa, 

Very truly yours. 



Mr. ToUun 

ntfi. Nathan 
Mr. C. A. Timm 
Mr, Clefg ^ 
Mr, Coffey 

Mr ■ Cgan 
Mr. filavtn 

Mr. Crow i 

Mr. Hnrta 

Mr. L.-iwIcr 

Mr, Me'ntire _ 
Mr. tins- t. 
Mr, Er.-i; 
Mr. NfcliDn 
(Ar. q To nun 
Mi. Traej 



John Edgar Hoowex 
Director 
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The Tines-Picayune Fubliah 
The New Orleans States Pub. 
Nevi Or5tea?&, Louisiana. 




Orleans, Louisiana 
July 20,1939. 



Attention - Managing Editor . 

r ' .^rtc-ni , J" -7 " 

"V- Now, this letter is not me art for publication nor is it meant to 

•'\ have my name put into print - all it is intended for, is to settle 
A a few questions that have been running through my raintf recently « in 
'I-- regard to th« *Stink* in Louisiana Poliiiai g,^ 'i^M^Mu * 



-p * I would like to determine for my own personal satisfaction Just 

v how. much you, (The Times Picayune and V*0« States) knew <>f this messy 
: scandal, before you had the nerve to stand th# stand of publishing 
the facts as you have and Just what pressure, if any, was brought to 
bear upon you by the "enemy camp" to make you publish this news - or 
did you do it Just for the purpose of increasing your circulation^" ^ 
And another question - Just how much more do you know and not dis- 
closing? / . .- , ■ T ->•■■'■ j • ^' - . '/■„ ■/: >. 

Now your answer might be that you were collecting the' evidence ' 
for months, or maybe years, for it Is hardly possible to have all ^ 
this evidence dumped into one's lap in onf lump sum, and if you did 
have this information in your hands for any length of time, saying, 
as I expect you to - that you were collecting all of this evidence, . 
piece by piece until you had a sufficient amount - then you, The 
i Times -Picayune and The New Orleans States are as equally as guilty 
' as president Smith and all others implicated in this modem crime of 
politics, and you might consider yourself, and you actually are, an - 
accessory to the crime. For had you known of the very slightest die-' 
crepancy in the w.P.A. Funds or the State's funds - it was your ■ {a 
rightful duty to your patrons, who support you and make it possible w 
^ for you to exist, and also to the voters of the State of Louisiana, £ 
" who should be posted at all times on the affairs of the State, to fc 
come out in the beginning and demand that an example be made of thosfe 
implicated in the crime. A crime is a crlne, whether it be the theft- 
of a postage stamp or a Government Building and if you had any know-- 
ledge of it - then, it was your duty to expose the guilty parties. 
If you had done this in the beginning it would have, meant the savings 
- of many thousands of dollars of the public's funds and would have 
stopped in a great degree the general- pilfering of |he State's as well 
as the Federal Government's funds. .£ r. i 

Now each day you list in your papers the various ^indictments 
issued by the Government, State and City, but are y°n able- or willing 
to predict just how many indicted will be convicted'? I'm willing to 
say' that you and the rest of the general public, like myself dont 
expect to see one single conviction - because, of the fact that those 
w in power" will see to it thatjthe indictments are quashed and also 
see to it that the public will be satisfied to the extent of believing 
"They wont do it again - they have learned their lesson I" Can you _ , 
truthfully say that you believe they have or will ever learn their 
lesson? 



4ge Rq.2~ 



answered to the 



satisfacti 



on 



. - > - . ; :t< '■' -v. :i . 

v.:^t, . \ <« • .», •» r 
■■■ . ' 

.: •■.ie>f. • .. ■• , c . .... - » 



/ v 

George C\ McDonald. 
^7 n Cleveland Avenue, 
*ew Orleans, Louisiana, 



yoiir|jery truly, . 



ACH:LL 

62-32509 -188 



fc L £F« n «« <*• **** 
Crowley, Irouisiano 



Dear Mr. Pu$hi 

lour letter dated JuJy 24, 1939, to the 
Attorney General of the United States, relative to 
crime conditions in Louisiana, hua been referred to 
thie Bureau for attention. 



I wish to advise that the iafor .*tion 
c^nUinecI in your letter its being referred to United 
States Attorney Bene A» Viosca, Sew Orleans, and 
It is suggested tiiat la the event you possess 
definite information ooncaraiaf a *oderal violation, 
you. 19a/ be doairoua of furnishing tfce s&ae direct 
to Mr* Vioaea. 

Tary truly yours. 



. m. t. a. 
Nr. ci«n _ 

"r. un 

Mr. oiavm 

Wr. Crawl 
Mr. itattoo 

*r. lAwler 
Mr. Wc.ntit? 

* 

•r. rii<.hai» 
Hi . C Tamni 

•nr. tr»c, 



KB tend; 



John Edgar Hoover 
director 



— — C2 C^glefi-gJLAMa, letter to Hew Orleans 

QQm^mJW*r**&&)Qtf eyen date.) 

MAILED 
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Crowley, Louisiana, 
July 24th, 1939. 



Hon. Frank Murphy, 

Attorney General of the United States, 
Washington, P. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We hope that there will not be a third I<misiana pur- 
chase, and that you will oontinue your investigation 
until the entire gang of political rascals, now in 
office, are removed and jailed* 

Louisiana is in such a terrible position that it is 
Smpossible to elect an honest man to a high office. 
Large amounts are spent to elect members of the 
legislature, judges, and even police Jurors and school 
board members. The money comes from the State 
organizat ion. Justice Pournet of the State Supreme 
Cov.rt was not legally elected, and takes an active part 
in politics and in the oil business. His condtxet in 
office should be investigated, and the amount of his 
income shoiild be determined. Judge Eugo Bore', of the 
Court of Appeal, is another judge who is an active r\ 
politician and is said to have become rich in the past ^ 
few years. <{j\Xj , 

Hon. P. V., Ellison, the Attorney General of Louisiana, 
who is a Crowley boy, is reported to be doing everything 
possible to hinder your Investigation, and cover up the 
acts of his political "friends. He was secretary to 
Governor Leche, and !"t"as appointed to his present position 
a few months ago,.? think, for the purpose of protecting , 
Leche and the oth^r politifpl rascals. 



i- JUL?? 1?-?^ 



The facts already developed by your Investigation 
show what we have known to be true for the past 
eight or ten years. 

I am not in politics and have no influence whatever, 
but wish to join the good people of Louisiana in 
asking you to do what you did in Kansas City - clean 
up the political corruption here* 

This letter is not written to harm anyone, but to 

ask that you investigate the activities of the persons 

named above, and to continue your good work. 



^Respect fully, 




it 



* 



-uguFt XO, A939 



ACH:LL 

■.v.t 62-32509 -137 Q6*iQtft*tf 

Special Agaat la Charge 
Hew Orle&aa, Loaisl«n» 



Sei CBEffi ©HPITIOflfl - jfttftSlAM r ' > 

t«*r Siri 

There are IkcIobcJ herewith, txro photo- 
•t«tlc «opies of an eoonyrsrif letter received Iff 
the Atteriiijj- General on July 26, 1939, together 
with two photostatic coi;itr6 of th* envelope is 
which it w&a veiled, joetaarjcfcd fet Preucis- 
villo, Lcmirieiu.; July 2J, ,1939. It is desired 
that one gum be furrdshed "bp your offiee to 
Baited St&tes Attorney A* Vloece., Bow 
Orleans 

Very truly yours, 



9yqr-i' 7g»- -2A U V;, 



Ml. »[U« 

Mi . E. A. Timm 

-'■ et.t* 

Mr. Coll., 



Ir closure 



John Edgar Eoover 
Director 



Mr. QI«via 
Mi. Cml 

Mr. L»wi«r 

«*.. )»b _ 
Wr. K.riiari 

" • I. rjltr.: . 



.■.V,' f, ! :i •!?,;• :-.F 
!•.' A I i- E 



|\ '.'1.1. •_ v» 
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Mr, Jfcirjhr, 9»0» Abto: 




; . - ••»**• V.-..-V ■■ - 

.5 4 • 




*r. R<*<S* 71 




w#&ai*tri«* Attor^r 







Dear M 

asnashad vhm* .. ; ...... i .^': : #'v5-,---^^, : / 

of sob* und«r T« H| GUaora.a &?, Miliar* >fco had tgg* la ehurga* 
*ha corrupt*** HlKfl aal politics mm ^]&*W 
grafts on. ill* Cov«rcnoa* -bf charing o^riw&gstm* gsft^Nw to tannaate 
for old half dead mule* fB3 horaa* and g^g&Xiea, "Cheae poor teaaaat 
.. farater* were corapoliad M from the IStare of tha of floo U 
charge, Thay could not get theirchaakji end b<ay oa op«B. teas&e*. 
They had to bity Aore thf Me shot a wotsld $r| tliair graft, Ti.ie 
was a regular mokat. Ta'ay had tfcoir eaefaittee to paa» oa loan* 
which all got graft* ' 

<•* ■ ■ . , v> . ■ tw> «k» • 

^. ■-■ w w * .' • < d 

Km ia oharge of office ?♦ D, $ila»ro, Mr. Miliar - fore ad 
to hava polttioa grafter* fill out, Cowdtte© on lonna passed on 
lopxa \<ho aould not loan a copper eant of th*»ir o* who lot out 0or« 
%ud tax ssanej like water* Cossalttee *or Govt* t>aawsd an Loam * 
JT, 7. Eutledge, Jan, iSaatgoaery, •« Dfcaial •» graft * corruption* 
Mala & 6U-5ply aea$*r»f <Toa Roeantalj Joe Rinatmo, R» T* Harrell, 
A. W» Holvttd, tf^ala Doqullla, Lee Robinson, Aba St asm, Tho^Butler, Rnbt, 
Ftaher. 

In onier to cat the truth md low down a«k altizan of 

tha parisli \bout this graft, asd miita aad i^ro tvan^nts, Thay 
•dll ehov how jrou hsya ttt^ck th: Q»v«-maait sad tax p.»yere« Mulsa 
arts aid ago toi-i dead k lotms arc closed ib aaTsr will p-.y off, 
?lc: lnT?d(tlgate. 

S/ A 'fas Ptjcr 



Jt 1 



/ 
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Dear Sir! 



8«nfl aOKoa v&mc* Hp Oft Iba P»*.iU Co*rt©Uo* Wat* & 

Felicia Pari*, m road* j»Tins fm 9<4**# .*»■* ^ J5MS3g 
StrU ?9nlt«tttife2T« By T. H. K-riaa & W «♦ V. L©<*e f 

who t&cfce* w «w Br«n * pc04Uc« «a politlwl. .UriAe 
f^t political gr-ri * e.'iS^istSoR.. . SW» ^ 3 «upp«** 

5* »*h«* o tfe-u- ^' «** Jto.# m m Hr*j*» ****** 

jSl- \sa ^fi.W «-,*«t*f* 4* 

Iferan't V-~ *uae» tc farth*? a* 

of *wc Purara for e^rtsra to au&e aou?* ftSKsaittee oa ^i* 
0. K» LaHtar, J£r. Caafcell, J* R. Matte**, Xo« Rinrmdo, XM 
Kosental, Frurik Spoha, Ed Robb, Jas. Kllbwra*. 

Fl«iea lareaUfiata thaaa «W ^ ttV^ W« J°v- 
tazea. Also lttfosUfiata toft puttt« wflfa*» #/ W ParlA. 
Ask the citlzwia iAt* P«y tax»s» 



i 




it- 




t \ 



VST 



ACH:AI 



!*? V? . J? '.TV! 



$rV /obn jielagarca, J* 
i^r Ponchatoula, Lou U Una 




Dear Mr. Belagarcai 



Tblc VOX aclq&oeledge receipt Wfouf Utter Hr 



dated JvOjr 20, 1939, addreeeed to the Hoaor»b|i fran*^ 
. tlurphy, Attorney (toaerft&.ftf which letter tu'tM%? 
■y referred to this Buree* f or fip^pr^^^t^^^';^ 

It ie noted U you/ Utter that you WtPt^^aygri -••'•^'U # 
that an Inveetigatlon be aade of the Loulelana ijepArt^^^W 
•«at of Public Selfere. In talc tonnecUon, 1 rottld •■m#>^- ~ %3ur 
BUcj^eet that in the e"*ent you haTe any inforaation con- 
cerning Tiolatiou of PetJeral la* that you aay be desirou* 
of furniehii^' aaae direct to United State* ittorney B«ne 
V4.0.ISC*, at ^» Orleano^. Wuiaiaacts, 



■*:.r}.j 

M' ' ■ -fi< 



■a 




/oJw£d«ar aWf*JM^.. . 

' ••'-'•'">. • " Director • \'"* v -™%3pSti? i .;' 



j. ...... hi imi W W H 

I 'nr. Tol*oo 

"r. Nfttban 

r. E. A- T&rom 
>. C!«g«-_..... 

.'r. CoSTey 

it. EgRn . 

V. a< ■■n 

'r..Cnwfl. .*.. 
'r. Hnrfao 

' r. 1 -;i v- i' ' 

.1. Nictir.' 

.! . Ki ' . ■■ 
!r. r . 



;,r^,,;. 



cc - JJew Orleanc 



■ ' ■Zf •#5) -. 




COMMUNICATIONS ACTION 



3 1939 ★ 



./! P. M. 

L' . S. Dkf»It|<iti»! 0» tuSUCt 






, Mr. Grain, 

.Mr. Holland, Di&siw ,#lfe ijtC 



"Mr,, ^cKavi^t t UV^ariaii: 4. ^^^^i„ ( j. 




Mr. Hedetnieiri:^^ 

S. • 



Miss LaHue 
Miss WaU©r< H L. 4 
Mr. Euwer" 



„-.-^«,>i... 

J --^t^-,.,*.--.^,;^^^ 



— t*?r* m ~jfr * — 

... ». r- >r:— -i.V..3- 1 ii.i«* t ..'.....»."''- 





■ , • Saws: 




i. 0U L t? » grounds in litfle] 
.Jeft to their hasten. t>vfeg£B 

he had no statement to FT 
Sonry Qnestioned 

picked up a* night by thbg 
partment," he said. "There is no** 
toe nnusnal m that. He wa^ v w 

<* ^ed and was taken 
to the jail as a matter of course 
tameditejy got into touch 

was at once paroled, since Mr. Kteer 
a householder here to S 

as*ed to come in this mornlnfr at 

2"e S tloned by myself and by £ 
"totaat District Attorney Fred Let 
Blanc for about half an hour j£ 
te not under arrest, he wa^' S 
fler arrest at any time toda» «r!i 
no charge has L wt C *? 
*?ainst him." ^ Deen made 

REEVES PROMOTED 
BY I. C. RAILROAD 

Robert D. Reeves, formerly of 
^?^»« been appXt* 
^ ? c wana ««- of the n. 
Itoois Central railroad system: it 
was announced yesterday, Sed 
lag Hi. late Martin iT Costley 

His appointment as head of ^ 
niinols Central traffic dJwW 

fiere after an absence of three 
jears, during which time he hal 

Memphf^ . teafc " 

fn 3 ^ : ,o ReeVes to New Orlea nf 

.cr } & l assistant general freight 
agent and for three and a half 
years he had charge of the freight 
ZSSSJ!?*" the ^"^d to tils 
ft? A o r ^P«^on of Rob- 
e< t C. Perkins, in 1915 he re _ U 

tl^l^i 111 ^ Central «»»«■ | ; 

S? V-rn-ft 1T a , 3i P s dIrector of ?N 
»f "B^rdcleben interests m New Or-" 

SomS? co ° tiau ,f d to "sWe herefe 

phis Charles C. Cameron, vice-'", 
president of the Illinois central u " " 

2=h ^. caM , e te New Oceans to in- I 
Mr - Reeves in his new posi- 
tion. John R. MacLeod, former I 




%pi*ion£, 

1SiffioSKtottoHM^» <W interesting Immunity 
ullfhowlte wS Indicted once before <* Income tax charges. 
H?t « ^«n^t«a accepted afterthe death of Huey Long to * 
Soutteal ^SSSfiK^^™ heirs of the Long gang ani 
S ^ whkhhas become famous, or tofamoua, M the Se^ 

° nd AYttX/or^ompwmte it was jounced in expia- 
tion of the JWerall^ernment'* action that hidheen £ 
change of>tmosphere" in Louisiana, and Homer Cummlngs had to 

deal which Is alleged to have heen fraudulent # - 
The, Income tax case was much more fraudulent, but neither 
onel^olvedwch flagrant defiance of the United States as Mr. 
Wds^conductta a previous affair, the Investigation of the elections 
' by fraud $ TTnited^tates Senator John W. Oyerton. ■. T _, 



Boash of Driving Senate Out 




In that investigation Mr. Weiss defied a subcommittee of the 
United States 'Senate in hearings in New Orleans |^t«»« 
General AnseB, the Senate's counsel, to step outside the mo . the 
suggestion being that he would punch the general 1 1 ears ofl . Huey 
Long was prefient, interrupting the proceedings and leading a 
packed gallery of political hoodlums, some of whom were armed 
m disorderly demonstrations around the : door. Huey was riding 
high it the time, a»d Weiss, who was his treasurer, had confidence 
thlt Huey's resourcefulness w<Jald pull him through any embar- 

rfterwaWrobtbly W tins day, it has' been 1ft W.W 
boast thlt he practically ran the United States Senate out of town, 
although now that there has been^nother ''^ange of atmosphere 
in New Orleans he may be somewhat more demure about his defi- 
ance of a body which has been known to defend its dignity with a 
terribly swift sword when challenged by less troublesome men 

tha overton ? waf' elected as a Long stooge by the aid of a system 
of dummy candidates and fraud in the ballot boxes. 

On the stand Mr. Weiss replied "None of your business, ' Yes 
I refuse to answer," and "You are ridiculous" to General Ansell as 
the Senate's legal counsel attempted to obtain information as to 
the source of campaign funds and their expenditure. When he 
said "You are ridiculous," Huey interrupt^ to say, "He might 
Jttvite you outside.'' At this suggestion Weiss, who sometimes 
Tcted as Huey? physical protector in small scuffles, challenged. 
"No, he has much better sense than to do that. 

Weiss Contempt Overlooked 

Somewha£"later Senator Logan of Kentucky threatened con- 
tempt proceedings against Mrs. Hilda Phelps Hammond of New 
Orleanland other Louisiana women for Insisting that Overton be 
thro* % 1 out of the Senate according to the law and several prece- 
dents But Mr. Weiss' contempt was overlooked, and in the course 
c? UmeTbeckme again an intimate poUtical friend of James A 
larley and a toUer for the Louisiana department of the New Deal 

-linder President Roosevelt. . . . tVl . 

His conduct and the conduct of the Long machine in the 
Overton election were condoned, if not indorsed even though 
Senator Connally of Texas said in a report on the inquiry. Sucri 
a device"— meaning the dummy candidate system used by Long 
to elect Overton- 3 !* a fraud on the right of any free people, be- 
cause it is absolutely Impossible for the public to know whether all 
the ballots were put there by voters or by hand-picked political 
bushwackers. We find that in New Orleans there was fraud. 

Senator Connally also said that the Long system of assessment 
and extortion of political funds, administered by Weiss, was *a 
vicious system under which helpless victims can be made then*: 

tlmS With such «eperiences In his past Mr. Weiss may feel 
disturbed b* the fluttering activities of Mr. Murphy in thel 
dlsturbancTto <S»t- The atmosphere ot Louisiana, and parMcu- 
"•rly th *t of tier subject to sharp, unpredictable 



VS.-:.*"- _-.X- (.t'>V^r':- 



JOHN DELAGARZA, Jr. 




PONCHATQULA, LA. 

20th of July 
19 3 9 




Hon. Frank Kttrphy, Attorney General 
United States of America 
Washington, D« C. 

Dear Sir; 



i 



Since my resignation some months ago as editor of 
"The Fanners' Friend", one of the largest farm pap- 
ers in""t life" state of Louisiana, I have devoted the' 
greatest part of my time to 'the stv.dy of the Louis- 
iana Depart:, cnz of Public '..elf are and its' connect- 
ions with the political factions of this state. 

As I have always been interested in governental 
aid for the aped and the needy, I vjas disappointed 
to find that my study reveals the fact that funds 
that right full belong to unfortunate people, are 
being squandered by the political administration 
that are now in oower here in Louisiana. 



Owing to the fact that seme of the funds required 
to maintain this department are fuiaiisPed by the 
Federal Government, I call upon you to conduct an 
investigation of the Louisiana Department of Pulfcic 
'..'elf arc at the earliest possible time. My office 



force will be ready at any time to assist you, 
necessary j when the occasion demands it. 



if 



Trusting that you will give this matter your prompt 
a: tent ion, I remain 



ruly- 





:^.h. 



h. 



' o^-U 



-I 



"V 



■ 




:2m 



■ :.y. 




,J$Z* V."-.,.; . 



.•'* v r?-.-' i **':';ji-''-*''-' 



TfiLETYP; 

...... ..-.3,^- 



Mr. Gln» 
Mr. I 

Mr. Harho ■ 

"Hf. Lgwlwr 

Mr.Nicioto. 
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FBI NEW ORLEANS 7- IS- 3 9 6*- 10 • PM WH 




•"^DIRECTOR 

. MONTE eXhART ETAL MAIL FRAUD. ^CUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS^INFORMATSON 
CONCERNING. MONTE E HART .^SEYMOURtyEISS;, LOUlSTv LESAGE RELEASED v 
. TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND EACH LATE YESTERDAY. J, XMORY\ ADAmT ^ "" 

RELEASED SAME BOND TODAY. JAMES MONROE^SMITH IN FEDERAL JAIL NEW 

\ 



ORLEANS AWAITING ARRAIGNMENT. ALL SCHEDULED FOR ARRAIGNMENT NEW , ; 



ORLEANS JULY TWENTY FOURTH NINETEEN "THIRTY NINE, TRIAL DATE NOT 
SET BUT EXPECTED WILL BE BETWEEN* AUGUST FIFTEENTH AND SEPTEMBER * 
FIRST THIS YEAR. L_pf(ftB£HNATHY RESIGNED TODAY FROM POSITION 



X 



© 



If/ 



CHAIRMAN LOUISIANA STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION. SOME CIVIC BODIES I 

DEMANDING RESIGNATION SEYMOUR WEJSS FROM POSITION PRESIDENT NEW § 

ORLEANS DOCK BOARD. USA EXPECTS ANOTHER INDICTMENT THIS WEEK AGAINST 

MONTE E HART AND JAMES MONROE SMITH FOR #AIL FRAUD CONNECTION 

FOURTEEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED NINETY' SIX DOLLARS SEQaXJCIiQ^ 

*- BBOORDED \ 

CHECK ISSUED BY LOUISIANA STATE ..'UNIVERSITY Tfe NATIC 



4 



COMPANY INCORPORATED 
SALE OF LEE CIRCLE HOjHtl" 



INDEXED. 

S DUE 



IN FULL ffc.YMENT OF TAXES 
J*E VjflCH TAXES UNDER PUT 




3UIPMEOT ■ i y 



"1 



WERE TO HAVE BEEN PROR/ 



PURCHASE; CONTRACT 2* 
!D BETWEEN VENDOR AND VENDEE-^-- S '' ^^-^fi^'V 



SACKETT 



zr 



. r J% 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



•1 



V 



EATtDU 



froerat Surrau of ftiuestfgati an 
United &tntr* Bepartment of Justine 
Washington, B. C. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 




While in the Attorney General 1 8 Office 
on July 26th s Miss Bungardner advised the Attorney 
General that Mr, EmiliHurJa had called and advised 
that Richard W, Norton at the Raleigh Hotel night 
be in possession of information concerning the 
New Orleans situation which night be of interest to 
the Bureau, Subsequent efforts on the part of Bureau 
Agents to contact Mr, Nort'on indicated that he had 
checked out of the Raleigh Hotel, 




EDWARD A, TAMM 



RECORDED 

&. 



7 



FtLtfl/.L BURfA!.; (F i^v*. ,7'S" 7.3 7] 
Alio 5 |\ 
u. S. 0FPA*r*»**T r 

. ... 



- *\ V 



./// 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER » 

DIREC-JOH \ J 



9eh eml Sn rea p of Inursti gatinn f 
United §tatc*J0t|iartm«tt of Justi« 4fH^: k ^ 
ACH:AI JfflaBljinstmi, B. C 

July 28, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. F. SEARS 



In line with your instructions to contact Mr. Richard 
If. Norton at the Raleigh Hotel and to interview him con- 
cerning matters in New Orleans, I telephonically contacted 
the Raleigh Hotel, and was advised that Mr. R. W. Norton 
had checked out early that morning. 

Respectfully, 
T 

A. 0. Hayden 



RECORDED 



FFDrRAL 8URf.AU Of IN"**:" :U 

AUG 5 115. 




August 3» 1979 




the" chief ;% 

General was to got hii to Consider *oo* Jrt**j» . 
street *ou!4 tilk to Federal in¥e*tiga^^^f©iy 



VT Government of fiflial bring to, 





fto«r%I^Slf%' 

*■ ' VfihiismonV *>ntaX2*rt, Seyaour^elsi and ^beiMfaesterf tSat they fcetoll. 
A l»t be pyosecut*4. la Jfe Federal Court tj^fj^t vl»7 ^d^MM > 
* Federal Uw| that to father evidence against tSo poUtieoXtitolUh* ' . . 
•ould to difficult aa th* person* who Oan fVffOMifc the information have ; 
undoubtedly violated sode F«der«l la*, and will not testify unless given 
•oae proalse of laaunity. They could furnish no specific information 
concerning Federal violations or person* who could furnish such inforoa- 
tion. Further they believed that this was necessary to successful 
Federal prosecution in Me* Orleans pecans* of the_*irong poser of the 
political sachin* headed by Maesteri and Ceyaour *eis*« 



i4 



Ujr, Coatello and Mr. Alexis stated that the people in the street 
• do/not have confldenoo la the office of United States Attorney Ret* - 

> 9io»ca, as he is a known associate of Robert Iftesteri, and that the .. 

f '^^^TttUWrJng United 8tates Attorney* are politically obligated to the 





.fovothr office of the United States 
Attorney was that the Attorney General needs a good young lawyer in 
a« Or^eane, *ho can furnish information concerning anyone with 
litifcal connections* They recoaraended a Robertfl&fai&BWorth, who 
could Collaborate with Sr. Rogg*^ they further suggested that the 
Federal Grand Jury and petty Jur&e *^e ^inveVtigated to prevent a 
recurrence of acquittal in tie^vent ef trial* such as took place 



at the, tiiie Abe t> busman was 



DESTROYED 




ed for income. tie* violati«o»i 



i ft 



2, if 



^ *pa^-o$~Xju»g «<M^rfi|s^| «q) jo B-icqipo 9Q% *Jt Xtpo^qnoptai oqa 

oosjtwy JOj ^tioo« « gun eq p*trprt» oq» *©TT©*Boo\*.f *H Xq p©A3-pt.»vri 
«wq p»q eqo p«spip» po» 'rioowe^B ftrtx** pepwp *spu»^tnp oodn 
'•daoqj *b-ih »%j ^noq* Sapf^/ov op %oa pfp pwt tp?w»d» sne-jd * »ps* 
pa* sowxJtO *»fi tt»op »W9 t»-»*»9 Xaiuo^Y «fl *wq* *3ao«j Jfeag 
*» /jn»ao«B iMtroj *Btf-T«qxV«Y «g *cjr o% po^nqi^^* B^muse^s pa» 
*aon*nT* T*»ttn«* wj»IBTno«l «ti fonuoodoo *paro}{-oo~£u»i uo^Supis*^ 

«n «t pBjtwdd* BAvq vkr «nonj» «n <n «t •ot»^«jBa Xs 

•»ttn*O0 lk f*PVL™J tK>n«wojtrt »nprwuoi *6£6T # ZT 



.,*t'-v * 




•wmsaqg pa* v™d *«nBji *T-x»^b»^H 

*o*J oatMNf 0% pwq 'jouibaoq bv ^ttraqrowfef Bjq 

Vtejep 0% rw ny t fno^ Xot^ pecps.p» o-nnsop *3J| 





^"'2^ ft 

r two fsLmpgi Wffi^o ttoM * i^^fe > ^ - 

FFI NEiT- ORLEANS' 7-3. 
/DIRECTOR 



FF.I NEW'-' ORLEANS' 7" 3 1-3$. 7-00 P« 1 ^':«> «^ " 

■ .■••EE 1 ' ■ ■ uf :■■ siki ■ -.*-'..•'■ ' ' ■ ' J' 

1 LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS , INFORMATION CONCERNIN^" COUNSEL F J^" c ~* r - : ~;- 
yr-r- — J 5 '># " f • 



Ir;.^#ej> , : i .r 

Sir, Gkrvin . .'..-a 

Air, Crowl » 

ttsrbo 'S",i.- Vv« . 



Mr. Ktd^»g 




SEYi';OURiWEISS.<J EMORY lA DA MS , LOUIS CjfLESAGE, MONTE BfKA'RT AKB 
JAMES MONkOE^EHITK TODAY FILED REQUEST FOR BILLS OF; PARTICULARS 
AND DEMURRERS TO THE MAIL FRAUD INDICTMENT A GAINST ' SUBJECTS > 
BEFORE THE US DISTRICT COURT NEW R L E A N S •' ''' " A R G U M E N T S WILL ' BE 
HEARD THIS FRIDAY, ON WHICH DATE THE FIVE 'SUBJECTS ARE SCHEDULED 
. TO APPEAR FOR ARR 



A IGNMENft E00BDED INDEXED |( ^ ^ ' ^"A 

EAiT. BATON ROUGE PARISH GRAND JURY. JUST ^.TUR ^R^^uE()plMi3tlfiAT!8N 
AS FOLLOWS, AGAINST LEON^/EISS, THE ARCHITECT, AND AWfei3MdM8E> ' 
SMITH « CHARGING vv'EJSS WITH EMBEZZLING FIVE ™()\ ^PiPt^rffii^tf > 
AND FIFTY DOLLARS FROM LSU, AIBi.D MY SMITH, ; TKE SECOND INDICTMEN T 
CHARGES DR CHARLE Al.OR 10 , STATE SENATOR AND ' POLITICAL LEADER, 
GEOE GEsCgR I FFON , OWNER OF A DRUG* SI' ORE- IN BATON ROUGE AND D H 




nl 



WE , MANAGER OF THE DRUG STORE IN BATON ROUGE WSSSk WITH OBTAINING 
NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY DOLLARS AND TN'EUff' CENTS FY FALSE PRETENSES • 
THE OTHER IS"::?: r 

HUNDRED FORTY ONE DOLLARS ANN I&RTY Til REE CENTS FY FALSE PRETENSES. 



CEA'"'~: TE'D t PERSONS'-: SITU OBTAINING SEVEN 



EE E GRAND JURY IN A SR. CIA! 
IDE DC ARB or : !.!} :.T;\/I: : OFf^F L- 



/ 



T Ri-.COKMENDi D THAT EVERY' N 
n t-«iQ r y.. n ";! ; ;>]_:; , J ; j ■■'■'>_■ .;■ IDE! C 

In: TEyfEE: THEIR RE.. ICNATIONS . THE PARISH G 



•■; OF 





■( ■ 



PAGE TWO ■; ■■• : • 

• . ........... . •• ''■<■"'■ V'*' ; 

.. ;.. . , ; - .. • t "ittiMiAif. •• v -ipH--- J*5.->i.-f ■'...«=<■• 

JURY ADJOURNED WITHOUT PRESENTING- ANY rtf^TWER -REPORTS OR : . 

INDICTMENTS AND WILL CONVENE AUGUST FIFTEENTH NEXT. 



ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL ROGGE IS NOW HAVING. A NUMBER OF 
INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH OIL COMPANIES TESTIFY BEFORE FEDERAL 
GRAND JURY RELATIVE TO GRAFT PAYMENTS MADE TO STATE OFFICIALS 
li'ITH THE OBJECT OF UNCOVERING FEDERAL INCOME TAX VIOLATIONS, 

vz f-elieves, ho. hover, these persons are not being frank and . 

TRUTHFUL BEFORE THE GRAND JURY • 

SEVERAL DAYi AGO A GRC'P OF INDIVIDUALS CALLING THEMSELVES THE 



CITIZENS VOLUNTARY COMMITTEE , OF WHICH JOSEPH a|aJREY IS 
CHAIRMAN, PROPOSED ...THAT ONE. OF THREE . PROMINENT LOUISIANA LAWYERS 

ACCEF7ALBE TO THEM EE APPOINTED TO CONDUCT THE STATES' INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE VARIOUS IRREGULARITIES. TODAY GOVERNOR EAR J LONG IN A 
COMMUNICATION TO AIREY DECLINED .JO APPOINT ANY OF THESE ATTORNEYS 
AMD EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE STATE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL J FAIR HARDIN AND OTHER* ' MOW HANDLING THE. 
INQUIRIES. 

TT . ' # 



^SACKE 



1 




•>*<• 




4 



JUTtOfO 




i ,MS ..-./I* 



P 




RB i tOMSIilA $XTUaTIOB 

In connection with the attached teletype co^nualcetlon 
from Mew Orleans, dated July jl, 1939, asking authority to ^^^.t^^p 
as Investigation with reference to '^llll 
registered hi* yacht before h© became a oiUtw of this wm»t*y f i., 
called SAC Sackett and told hin to tall Mr. Bogge the Bureau feel* 
these natter* should be handled by the people who are iUveatl^ting 
the "hot oil" Investigation aa it appears that tllliaa Hella la' the 
owner of several oil companies Involved in this investigation. X 
also told Mr. Stckett to turn over to Mr. Bogge all the conplainta 
of the irregularities in the WW, which were mentioned in this s&ae 

teletype. : 



.; . ^IVu' • ...... •■ 




while 
attached teletype , 

to JBslrley O.VWinberly, I informed Mr. Beckett that the 
wanted a ver/ discreet investigation conducted of this 
background, associations, et cetera* ir. Baekett 
started this Investigation. 



ufcleei 



tlth reference to the attached teletypeLj'x.oauIeJilOrlflana, 
dated l«ly 31, 1939* relating to Monte "art, Mail Fraud, X told 
Mr, Sackett the Director thinks this investigation as to whether B. 
J. Daly wu retained on Dr. fanes M. Snith's own inltiaUve, should 
be made by the Post Office Inspector* a* this pertains to a Mail fraud 
end in order that the Bureeu shall avoid any friction with the post 
Office Department. The sane procedure should be carried out in con- 
nection with the suggested interview with J. Emory Man*. 

In connection witjTthe inforaetion furnished In the 
attached teletype from Mew Ofleens, deted July 31, 1939, informing 
of the alleged tap on the MR i ted Stttea Attorney's telephone, 1 told 
Sr. Sackett the Dir^tor'nad instructed he furnish this information 
to Mr. Rogi,e right away. Mr. Stckett replied that Mr. Bogge would 
probtbly went the FBI to do something about this t.nd I told him to 
tell Mr. Rogce, if this occurred, that it appeared thht the best thinfc 



1 




V', 



5®H • 
■ir- 
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iCT/I-T j] STATE OFFICIALS INFORMATION CONCERNING. T CONFERRED WITH ASSISTANT 
ATTORNEY GENERAL ROGGE AND U S ATTORNEY VIOSCA TODAY. THE PRESENT. 2J0ST IKPOfiTAEfT^ '"' 



ANGLE BEFORE THE FEDERAL GRAND JURY" INVOLVES AN Oil. DEAL IN NINETEEN THIR'TY SIX WREREE 

> M..YCR RC3 ~" 



J5RT SYMAESTSI, THEN STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSIONER f 'SEYMCURirWEISS AND. ' EX_^»' 



^j30V£RNORjjLECHE, ALLEGEDLY PERMITTED OIL COMPANIES TO EXCEED PRODUCTION QPOfA.RS^^;.; ; 
CETVING CASH CONSIDERATION OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS. Of $ hW.^'-. 



SEYMOUR WEISS RECEIVED SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS AND LEG HE SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND ' ., . 
DOLLARS. LECHE APPARENTLY PAID INCOME TaX ON THIS SUM IN HIS FEDERAL RETURN, HOWEVER , 
WEISS APPARENTLY ILLEGALLY DEDUCTED THIS AMOUNT FROM HIS FEDERAL RETURN. ROGGS... %; 
PRESENTLY CONSIDERING INDICTMENT WEISS FOR INCOME TAX EVASION THIS AMOUNT IN NINETEEN 
THIRTY SIX. ALSO PRESfOTLY CONSIDERING POSSIBILITY OF INDICTING MAESTRI. WEISS AND 

l iri:-:oT on deai i:r/or/h-,Hcv« : .v'-?, legal question exists as to whether this deal^ 

X>3 IT* VJCL'.TIOIT OF ? Z!??.:d. .-. GR ££L>2!T OR MERELY A STATS GRAFT ON PART OF THESE THREE 
PERSONS. MR ROGGE i:0'$ DOING RESEARCH ON THIS QUESTION BEFORE DECIDING '.VHETHER TO RE- 
TURN THIS RETICULAR INDICTMENT. EXPECTS FEDERAL GRAND JURY TO RETURN THE INCOME TAX 
INDICTMENT AGAINST A'EISS AND POSSIBLY THIS. HOT_ OIL INDICTMENT THIS FRIDAY. ASSISTANT ^ 
ATTORNEY GENERAL ROGGE NOW CONCENTRATING ON THESE TWO MATTERS AND FOR THE TIME BEING i 
HvS DISCARDED THE WPA IRREGULARITY POSSIBILITIES AND OTHER POSSIBLE FEDERAL ANGLES, 
ALTHOUGH THE INVESTIGATIONS REGARDING THOSE ARE STILL BEING C ONTINUED BY THE O THBR/ ^ 
FEDERkL INVESTIGATIVE ^JC^apjgp 4 ^ DEX £D 3 A,- - : f -If f 

I JUST RECEIVLLi IilFORMATION FROM A PERSONAL CONTACT, A tfi9^AP^vOIlPy : E»-H , CR?^ W30 HAS 
IN THE PAST FURNISHED MS EXCELLENT ANDREI I ABLE INFORMATION, T^'^HE^FFECT THAT HL 
i ~ . -""V I. . <T S. THROAT THROUGH RliLJnhL l . CtfJFIEEStTIAL SOU-WOK f W HIGH- KE ^QJI ^ES-l4 •. ' 

»c-T T -' r : , THvP r.L r -a;: ls in ?l u s >ttgrn.-,ys office ha/;' b- a: by ftp lgc,. 

■ v. : .. . l . H ; P 1 UN.-vBLE T-: OoT .IN «i:Y FYATl..-. D FIV.TVK INFORM. ■. HON A3 



. ... ... ^Jaj^, ^ ^i.*-.^- 



'TO TOE EXACT PERSONS. RESPONSIBLE lirTJB TAP CR THE MANNER In WHICH T 36 ^^^' 
HAS BEEN INSTITUTED. HOWEVER, HE IS CONFIDENT THAT HIS lOTQfiMATIO* tS SOT'IdLS ' 
HDMCR AND THAT IT DOES HAVE FOUNDATION. I HAVE NOT FURNISHiSP THIS INFORMATION 
TO ROOGE OR ANYONE ELSE AND HAVE TAKEN NO ACTION WHATSOEVER, BUT WILL BE GUIDED 
BT TODS. INSTRUCTIONS RELATIVE fHKRJ$r*$K'$^^ 



• *&M> /^f-:* 



■ OK FBI WASHINGTON DC CLC 
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- , w w P»»3 7-31-^ hasp -Mm^mm^M^Mk^u^ww^ 

DIRECTOR - ,:: • ' ' ■ «. :,f : - •'• v. .-' ^M'J^flS^Ss*^ 

MONTE 8. HART ETAL MAIL FRAUD. 0. JOHN R0GOE REQUESTED THAT'" ^AMBS' C 



MSNROE SMITH BE INTERVIEWED TO DETERMINE IF B. >• DALY, SMITHS 
ATTORNEY, WAS RETAINED ON SMITHS OWN INITIATIVE OR BY SUBJECTS'" 



CONNECTED IN INVESTIGATION. AND SUGGEST TO 



SUBJECTS MIGHT BE USING DALY TO THEIR BENEFIT AND SMITHS DETRIMENT. **\fi^ 



iBtLITY OTHER .1 



ROOGE ALSO REQUESTED THAT J. EMORY ADAMS BY iNTHSVlElfED IN ATTEMPT 
TO GET ADAMS TO TALK AND THROUGH HIM QET SMITH TO TALK. ADVISE 



t 



SACKETT 
END 

OK FBI WASHINGTON DC GDH 
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RECORDED 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INViSTISATfCN 
AUG 5 10* 



^{1 





lew Orleans, Louisiana 





i 'I -ifhtTl are #n4osed 'noriiith j&olastaUi ©opias 
eioh of thi following listed <**amIcaUOns received *t the 
©eparUent, end At if dfeiroa thai oae JOgy of eao& $»Jh^Uhe4 

•i^-v ?oatal card'poataAra^^^ 
* J**T la, 1939, 12|>0 Ml., #Sined "A Cttlw«« f 

..... - • . ■ - ■ • • .ai..i. 

Letter dated July 18, 1939, addressed to Honorable 
Trmk Murphy, signed L. jr. Raphael, Sr., 244 8. 
Alexander &tre«t, Sew Orleans, Louisiana; 




Letter dated June 26, 1939, Iw* Orleans, Louisiana., 
addressed to Mr. Eden Bardie, Jr., lew Orleans, 
Louisiana i 



tetter dated Jwly 19, 1939, addressed to the Attorney 
Ceosral, signed "Loulana Democrats" j 

letter dated July 19, 1939, Covington, Louisiana, 
addressed to the Attorney Geaeralf 

Letter dated July!*, 1939, addressed to the Attorney 
General, fron Mrs. la. A. *e*t, Jr.j 

tfadeted letter, addressed to the Attorney General, 



a 

w 

# ■ 

. Pi. • 
■ o 

Kl 
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- RECORDED 



' Mr. cml 



i ' C signed "American"* 

\ & 

*J- 1 Letter d&ted July 16, 1939, signed "AneU«ej?t 



Mr. Harfew 

Mr, Lawler 



Mr. Metntlra 
Mr. Hosm 
ttr. Sean 

*r. Micholi 



-COMMU 
M 



Attorney Gerssrajf, postaarked Hew OrleMil, Louia 



rtr. (J. Tamm 
lr. Tf-My 



~T~ py-KH b;ikmi, . oiipoifigj 

"J"/ l ^ r)!,*H:v : M in I Slit, t 



anonysQwe* letter, addressed to 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF |NVeSt!£AW 



the 



JE 4 W 



L ffuly 11^ 1939^7i30 P. I.j 

AO j - t j£n*ay».Sru« letter dotted July 10, 1939, ai^essed 

to the Attorney Ge-'.eral, together with newspaper . 



U S. DEPART^ C' .V^' 



\ 



i4 



1% 



s 




f . '-it* 



■ji.^-* Attorney Qeoerel, iigned 



«*...•» '.^ w . . • S • « • a. * 




Attorney General, eigaed f» #• €orMaf 



fewepeper dipping fro* the fUee-ficeyune, 
Jon* 23, 1939, lew Orleans, touleiane.} 



plotter dated July U, 1939, *ddre#8ed to |h» *< 

^Attorney 0«neral, slgaed .•l^X^^^^pj^s^jfi:' -V; 

Utter dated J*Oy 13, 1939, addressed to tho 
Attorney General, signed *A Bev Orleans Schoolgirl*, 
together with newspaper slipping. 



T*ry truly yours. 




fncloaure 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





Itfccral Bureau of 1 nuestigatiott 
Ifnitrft States Ifcpartment of fustic* ' :; 



New Orleans, Louisiana. 
August 1, 1939 ■«•.- 
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Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C# 

Pear Sir: RE: 



7 




LOUISIANA. STATE OFFICIALS - 
Information Concerning " 

Last evening, July 31, 1959, I had a general , 
versation with Colonel James M.YThomson, publisher of thejfaew ..Orleans 
Item and Tribune newssapers^ during which Colonel Thome on expressed 
himself regarding the^ruling of Federal Judge Wayne G^Borah at 
New Orleans prohibiting newspapers from publishing the names or 
disclosing the Identity of any of thehfitnesses who testified before 
the Federal grand jury now inquiring into the Louisiana political 
situation for possible Federal violations. 

Colonel Thomson stated that he Is personally con- 
vinced that Judge Borah is honest, and that the Judge's intentions 
are of the best in connection with this ruling and, therefore, Colonel 
Thomson, although this is the first time in his forty years of newspaper 
experience that he has encountered such a situation, has up to now made 
no attempt to fight this ruling on the part of Judge Borah or disobeyed 
the court's instructions in any way. Colonel Thomson takes the position 
that Judge Borah's ruling is entirely without precedent and, in his 
opinion, technically is illegal. 

Colonel Thomson stated that the thing he feared most 
as a result of this ruling is that it would create a precedent, es- 
pecially in Louisiana, which would be followed by local and state 
courts in future inquiries of a similar nature into the state govern- 
mental activities; that, if so, crooked judges or courts controlled 
by the state machine could hide- behind this ruling as a precedent in 
establishing similar rulings of their own in an effort to thwart honest 
and complete investigations. Colonel Thomson pointed out that in such 
situations it would not be possible for the newspapers to follow the 
proceedings to determine whether all witnesses who have knowledge of 
facts were called to testify, and it would enable the local courts to 
"quash" cases or investigations very easily following out the dictates 

of those in political power, „_„^ / -*) - ■ ' \ i 

RECORDED & INDEXED t> Js - :1 ■ j 

Colonel Thomson felt that the Attorney General should 
be acquainted with his viewa ; 'regarding this situation, although he did 
not ask me to directly infdRa "the Attorney General, ; 



/ 



'/// 



ED 




it 



To the Director, 8/1/39 



Aa a matter of background, for your information, the 
New Orleans Item ana Tribune newspapers, of which Colonel Thomson is 
the publisher, haw not in the recent past fought the state administra- 
tion and while I am of the belief that Colonel Thomson does not per- 
sonally favor the tactics and activities of the state administration, 
he, nevertheless, has not, as a matter of policy, fought the adminis- 
tration* His papers have commonly been referred to in the past as 
pro state administration. 

I have of course been in contact with Colonel Thomson's 
opposition papers iri|kew Orleans, the Times-Picayune and the States, the 
managing editors of which are very close personal contacts of mine* 
The officers of these two papers have not at any time complained about 
Judge Borah's ruling preventing them from publishing the names of wit- 
nesses other than to say that it makes it a little harder for them to 
report all the facts, 

I know it to be a fact that the United States Attorney's 
office, particularly United States Attorney Viosca, has been inclined to 
be more friendly with the Times -Picayune and States group and to give re- 
porters of those newspapers somewhat more information than he has given 
to the Item-Tribune. It is perfectly possible, therefore, that the feeling 
of Colonel Thomson in this matter is probably the result of the fact 
that his papers have been somewhat "out of the picture" in the recent 
developments so far as close contact with the United States Attorney's . 
office is concerned. 

I thought that I would pass this information on to you as 
it is entirely probable that the Attorney General as well as yourself 
may be interested in Colonel Thomson's present attitude. Unless the 
situation becomes aggravated in some way, I do not believe that Thomson 
will start a newspaper campaign to fight the ruling of Judge Borah. 

I am following this matter closely and shall keep you advised 
of any further complaints. 

Very tru^y yours, 

_J2>, E. SACKETT, 
j Special Agent in Charge 

-£- 
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Awjust 9, 1930 



Special Agent tn Charge ' : ;r*.:-i>- . ;>.\. 



Ther 9 are tran«nltt<Kf herewith 
photostatic copies of an anonymous letter an4 
envelope addressed to Assistant Attorney 
J) General 0, John Rogge signed "Honest Vortnan* 

lohtch relates to the alleged activities of 
Ralph Site, President of the National Hotel 
Management Company* Mr* Rogge has transmitted 
this communication to the Bureau and the copy 
enclosed herewith is being furnished to you 
for such action and attention as you deem 
necessary and desirable* 

Very truly yours, 



John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 



Snclosures 




f||F. sS*^. _ 

1" ■ - 




r 



j4ssist|*V Attorney Gep^al Rogge i 
onigin&if c ommunicati 0%$ dated July^ 
1939, signed "Honest Workman" re alleged 
activities of Ralph Hitz, the President 
of the National Hotel Management Company, 
wherein it is suggested that the Director 
for his own good should keep away and not 
stop at Hits owned hotels. ^ 
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V.. A. " r 7*':3B 
!>>. C«5S , ..' 

V-. r 



J/r. 0. John Rogge, Asst. General Attorney.' ' 

_ ^ . " ""*T .' "*•-■*•"• 

•_ ' Washing ton t D. 



T'~r. <, KJW3...J 

Mr. l*''.tr ... 

Mr. Jawicr 

J>r. ><;• cols 

Sis-, o. .v.a 

Mr. Q-lid^ 



i Investigating ■ SeymournFei ss , better check up on his pal F.alp 
\"it2j Fres . -'National ~\tsl L'anagcr.ent Co. (the Al . Cap one of 
yihe .'ana) plenty dough hidden in vaults and Europe. Why did 
Hits get a^ay in Chaperau smuggling case Why? 

Your agents can uncover plenty if they dont work like saps f 
fill for a lot of free entertaining * Edgar Hoover, for 
hie own good should \sep away and not stop at Fits owned 
hotels. god bless you and Vr , I'urphy 'or y>ur your honesty - 
and effort to rid U.S. from vultures in the evening clothes. 
The gangster Executives .J'anufactures Trust Co. should check 
up on the hot entertain" ents given to executives of the 
lank at the Jew Yorker . :: otel . 



Ml*a G&udy. 



•ten 



'uii vec s Eorua- and Sweden was a safe place "or 



r o 



J -' -' * ■ ■ 

fsf -one st Torkr.an 



U"-set hir 



■J 7- - '. 
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July IS - 1C39. 
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Pq^^^?^ : ft ^pfjl 



Dear 81rt ' -V : ".v. • 

There are transsitted herewith two a ' 
ohotooUtio sopiea of * letter datod JWy 24# ; : 
1939* eddreesed to the Attorney <to&>r<i of the . 
tfoi ted State* /by Mr. A. 8, Ferry, of Couahatte, 
Loulilan*, and referred to the fcjrwAU, together 
with two photo atatic copiee of the inclotrare 
thereto. !t la dasirad that e«e copy be 
furaiatied ly your office to United Statei 
Attorney Ken* A. Tiosca, H*w Orleani. 

Mr. Party's letter hae not fceea 

acknowledged. 



Very truly youre, 



" .i- ■ 



.. if 



Mr. E. A. T. 
Mr. Cl.u _ 
*Mr. OHfl _ 
Mr. Epi 



Mr. ainrin 
Mr. Crmrl _ 
Mr. lure. 
Mr. Lswler 



Mr. Melndr. 
Mr. Roien 
Mr. Start 
Mr. Nlcholl 



Mr. q. Tamni 
Mr. Traey 



John Edgar Boover 
Director 



Incloaur* 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 

* AUG 12 1939 * 

a*' 
P.M. 

FF.DFBAI 8U1WAU OF INVESTIGATION- 
U, S. jfcPASW" OF JUSTICE 



-\ ~- — , * — 



2 ixy 



to 




July 24, 1939. 



Hon. Frank Murphy, Atty. General, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 




The incloseo. paoer with a marked article, written by me 
a month before Gov. Leche abdicated ana refused publication 
by all i^uisj^na^daily papers, might be of interest to 
your deparTm^nTT^ ~- ~" -7- ■■<■ 

Sincerely yours for justice, ,» . 

A. H. N (Ackey)^rry, J* 
P. 0. Box 236^ 
Coushatta, La. 
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federal Bureau of lnue*ti gatfott 

United States Department of lusttre 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
July 19, 1939 



Director 

Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, D, C. 
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LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS • 
INFORMATION CONCERNING: 



t'1 



> 



Dear Sir: 

Reference is sade to report of Special Agent G, W= PUNEIH, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, dated July 18, 19B9, enclosed herewith, 
iwhich covers an interTiew with liSS, W. A*TljARP, nee ALICE LEE 
yatOSJEAN, and her husband, W. A^THARP, which was conducted in 
Loa Angeles, California, 

The United States Attorney, New Orleans, Louisiana, pre 
viously requested that ALICE LEE GROSJEAN be interviewed. It is 
requested that the Bureau advise this office by teletype whether 
or not a copy of the aforementioned report should be transmitted to 
the United States Attorney at New Orleans. 



Very truly yours, 




CSD 
PMH 
62-978 
Enc. 

AIR MAIL 

SPECIAL DELIVE RY 

(> 



B, E\ SACKETT , s 
Special Agent in Charge.^" 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



"Form No: 1 



THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT JJ^ ^l©^ 



REPORT »»AO«*f '"Z' 




New Orleans j tsu* ' , 



LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS 



CHARACTER OFCAIf ' % $\ '■'!. .. 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



MRS. W. JL. THARPE, nee ALICE LEE GROSJEAN, employed 
by HUEYytoNG as Secretary in 1924 and continued ia. : 
capacity wherTLONG became Governor of Louisiana. "■ 
In 1929 was appointed Secretary of State to fill 
unexpired term and when office waa filled "by election 
1932 was appointed to position of Supervisor of Publie 
Accounts, name of which department changed to Collector 
i of Internal Revenue. This department divided ana W. A, 
| C00P3R placed in charge auditing department >y Governor "~" 
R. LECHE. GROSJEAN believed U. m| ELLISON and COOPER 
influenced LEClffi in dismissing her, but advised LBCHE 
gave no reason. Advised she collected five per oent 
contribution from lemployees her department which she-. ■"" 
submitted to ?._ Mf .PUSH, but cfc information Jfederal £ w «v" 
funds involved. Advised jf. J^CO^TJSLLO, seoutTfor f»l 
Washington Merry Go_Round,i contacted her. Healefl making . 
j statements" about Tresidentf JROOSEVKDF or Attorney" General ' < 
JMQRPHY which appeared in Merry Go Round column. Has/ : - x 
scrapbook of newspaper clippings about Louisiana from AjCJ 
beginning HDE3f LONG regime and has photostatic copies — "? 
of original clippings Ishe gave to LONG^ widow after 
LONG'S death but denied having other documents. Denied 
any knowledge of Federal violations by State off icigls 
and associates, and denied being .connected any irregularities. 
W. A. THARPE, former Secretary Louisiana State Tax Commission, 
advised collected five per cent contribution employees his 
department, claiming he gave same to ELLISON. THARPE 
advised he kept complete accounting these collections but 
no Federal funds involved. THARPE denied information ir- 
re^ularities jsiafta State University. Believed 
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ELLISON, GEORGE CALDWELL and E. A. CONWAY, Secretary 
of State, principally involved in irregularities. 




DETAILS; 

if! if^!*^,.-.; 

On July 11, 1939, MR. SEARS, of the Bureau, telephonically ' ' 

contacted Special Agent in Charge B. E. SACKETT and advised that the ■'■■■'^'k^--''-^ 
Director had approved the suggestion of having anAgent of the New Orleans * -V* 
Office interview MRS. W. A. THARPE at Los Angeles and that the Agent from ' 
the New Orleans Office should fly to Los Angeles and return for this 
purpose. V:;;-'-j.: : > ■■ ... ;.• ' : .;,r»'h 

The Los Angeles Off ice was telephonldally contact^ al»d ^' ^^.'^ 
requested to make arrangements whereby MRS. TEAEFE wotdd be available for s 
interview. A teletype was then received from the Los Angeles Off ice • <'...""' 
advising that MRS. THARPE would be available for interview on July 14, 1939. 

At Los Angeles, California 

, Special Agent J. F. HYNES and the writer located Attorney 
CHARLES. Li lilQKOLS who was interviewed by t.he writer prior . to~the "^interview 
with MRS. W. A. THARPE, nee ALICE LEE GROSTEATf, Mid her husband, V. A. THAEPS." 
NICHOLS requested information as to the purpose for the interview and was ad- , 
vised that the writer wished to ask the THARPES specific' questions dealing 
with alleged irregularities in Louisiana in connection .with the recent .in** 
vestigatlOn there. NICHOLS, upon request, was advised that no Federal : 
process was presently outstanding for the THARPS&* However, he wa's advised - 
that he could not be assured that a Federal process would never ..be issued 
for the THARPES in connection with this case* NICHOLS, however, advised 
that he wished to have MR. and MRS. THARPE interviewed and would urge them . 
to give full details in connection^with this case, as he believed that if 
facts did develop which implicated'the THARPES it would be better for them 
to give complete inf orraation at this time than to wait until a later date. 

Special Agent J. F. HYNES and the .writer interviewed MRS. W. A. 
THARPE, nee ALICE LEE GROSJEAN, and W. A. 'THARPE, care of E. J<J CORD, 811 
Hillcrest Road, Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, California, They were Interviewed 
in the presence of Attorney CHARLES L. NICHOLS, at his office at 650 South 
Grand Avenue. ,. ". 

ERSI TEARPE advise^'that she became secretary to the former 
Governor HUEY r.jLOKG in 1924j^,en L0N3 was practicing la?; at Shreveport, 
Louisiana; that when LONG became Governor in 1928 she continued as secretary 



-2- 




N. 0. #62-978 

for i^iWt^9SS£sL^^ S^retaryV-'gU- 
s of Stat^f or t^faft flf l^gisfc* ^t^lkMs.pos^ 
tMt Sh* was 'ofiag^^cogits, which posltioi 

.' she.held : f rom .1932 to February 1939. She .advis'^ { b0wi9ter, thai the name ■ w^;^' 
of the department waa changed from S^peVviso* ot Nubile Accounts to ''*:L •' 
Collector of Internal Revenue*' '; ICS. TBARPE adHaed f that as Secretary of i£f 
State she handled election ballots., insurance, 90B5)aid^ Records, and con- '* ^■■r";?*^ 
ducted the office of Secretary of State ii" accordance with constitutional 
provisions. She advised that sfeile she was Secretary of State she also . 
was on the Board of Liquidation and the ^stdrance Commission^ She advised 
that the work of the Board of Liquidation' was to recommend loans dependent ' 
on legislative approval. She advised that she, did not remember any loans ' 
to the Louisiana State tJniversity in this connection. ' MRS. THARPE advised 
that her duties as Supervisor of Public Accounts were to collect special 
taxes, such as, tobacco tax, soft drink ta^, income tax, gasoline tax, and ' 
chain-store severance tax.' She advised that upon Collection of the tax 
she turned the money over to the State Treasurer. MBS, THARPE advised th%t 
when the office of the Supervisor of Public* Accounts had its name changed to 
the Office of the Collector of Internal Revenue, the office was split into 
two parts, and a man named WASHBURN was placed in charge of the auditing 
department, but that this department was later headed by 1. A. COOPER, She 
advised that the division of the department was Governor LECHE' S idea; that 
the original law was that the head of the Supervisor of Public Accounts 
could not be removed except by impeachment by the State Senate; that LECHE, 
however, had a constitutional amendment enacted which made this position 
appointive. MRS. THARPE advised that with reference to her position as a 
member of the Board of Liquidation the name of this organization was changed 
to the Bond and Tai Board, which name it assumed in about 1932. She advised 
that she was Secretary of the Bond and Tax Board a short time after it was 
created, but did not remain in that capacity for more than Beveral months 
after it was created. MRS. THARPE advised that the Bond and Tax Board was 
the State Board that had to approve -all loans and bond issues of all political 
sub-divisions of the State, including the schools. 

MRS. THARPE advised that she was transferred from the position 
of Secretary of State to Supervisor of Public Accounts because E. J$C0N;:'AY 
was elected to the position of Secretary of State and she was, therefore, ""' 
given the position of Supervisor of Public Accounts by the late HUEY P. LONG. 
MRS. TKARPE advised that she did not know why she was dismissed from her 
position as Collector of Internal Revenue except that W. A. COOPER undermined 
her with LECHE and got her out. jShe advised that when COOPER was put in 
charge of part of the office of ,1$e Collector of Internal Revenue, he actually 
was getting her job. That whea this trouble came up with COOPER over his 
getting her job, she talked with D. K. ELLISON, who said he would contact 
Governor LECHi and advised that he would call MRS. THARPE before he %vent 
to see Governor LECHE. Sue advised that ELLISON, however, slipped off to 
Covington, Louisiana, without telling her, as he had promised her he would do; 
that she telephoned the Governor at Covington and upon getting the Governor's 
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Residence talEed to .'ELLISON ' 



n. 



: she and tier. husband did go %<> .CoTlngTOi| # 
W getting tkb many gray^alrsi She WtiSBL that 3 




t ; that. LHCH35 ^mett^^<^/^M» 
that she; could not get.snythiag wt of hla ^aO.#ld ^^^t^^asok'fs^^V ;"*v' 
hia as .to -why bo was\:making tbe#e U&t^«l^B^;'^i^^s^ tbi* .this waa;^,;^" 
February '.'14', 1939. MRS* $HARFE advised that jp?i. ie^oary,.'!?, '1§S9," 'iM.lSOaf^-^^/V: 
. said he had a letter froa, the Governor for he& She" a;dtlsedL. thit this: was ^ ; W 1 ' 
a letter of dismissal; that in the letter ib reason was given by the GtoTernor 'v^ 
for her dismissal 
reason for her _ dismissal 

■r- . V MRS. THARPE advised that the f iTe per^'cent salary' contribution v 

from employees in the State of Louisiana beg^jisiadst ^he £s^nistratios : ;^*^V: ; 
HOET P. LONG when he was a Senator;" that it began as a tw^ojrary 'j^mse^Y.-^-^^ 
for political 'purposes but became a permanent thing the 'day Governor .R tj?« 
LBCHE was elected. She advised that W. A. COOPER was the collectoijfof'ths 
five per cent contribution in her department,' but that she did not know " : 
any other collectors in other departments except her husband. She advised 
that this collection was turned over tp J. M. FUSH but that she did not 
know where it was kept and did not know about any books kept about thi3 
collection. MBS. THARPE advised that she. did not know the purpose for which 
the fund was used and could not estimate the amount Of money taken in. How- 
ever, she advised that the amount of money taken in by her department amounted 
to between three thousand, eight hundred and four thousand collars per month. 
She advised that she did not know of any instances where Federal funds went 
to employees who paid the five per cent contribution. She advised that some 
did not pay the five per cent contribution but that they were such a few in 
number that the head of the department would not mention it. She advised 
that it was also necessary to take a subscription to •Progress", a newspaper 
supposedly owned by Governor LECHE; that this newspaper was considered the 
Administration newspaper. MRS. .THARPE advised tihat she did not know the 
■pon-Mc*! set- up of the State at thfc present tlae* She advised that she did 
not know what connection I>R. J03EP^Q!HARA had with the five per cent salary, 
contribution. -'She advised that she did'not~Tbiow about the sale of the 
Bienville Hotel to the University of Louisiana. " MRS. THARPE advised that 
she had no information as to the property purchased by State officials while 
they were in office; that she had no information as to the taxable income of 
State employees or their associates and did not know what businesses State 
employees were engaged in wherein they f Bold products of the business to the 
State of Louisiana. » 

MRS. THARPE adviseR that she had no information relative to the 
administration of the Louisiana State University; that she did know, however, 
that if the University 'would' make any loan, it would he necessary for the State 
Eond and Tax Connission to approve the loan. She advise! that she had no in- 
formation relative to the irregularities of JAMES KONROEj SMITH and barely 
knew him. 
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MRS. TKAKFE advised that she was unfamiliar with the s-.il.-ip 
of the Wcrhs Prepress Administration in the State of Louisiana but under- 
stood that JAMEapii'TTCHER was the head of the Administration. She advised 
that she did not know CfiUTCHER personally, however. She advised that she 
had no inside information as to contracts let by the State on which WPA 
labor was used or Government funds were used for payments on the contracts. - 
MRS. THAHFE ad-vised that she had no inside information on how certain con- 
tractors seemed to get all the construction work; that she did not know of 
any particular irregularities in the letting of contracts* She advised that 
she did not know of instances where the contractors "kicked" back money to 
the State or State officials on contracts received* She advised that Bhe 
did not know of any connection between JAMES CRUTCHES, ROBER3TMAE3TRI and 
R. W, LEEHE. She advised that she did not know about the' two per cent GEORGE 
CALDWELL was supposed to have received; that she had no information about where 
WPA materials were used on private property and no information as to roads 
built by WPA labor for political purposes* She had no information as to the 
use of WPA labor and materials on the home or property of R. y. T . LBCHE; that 
she did not know the names of any WFA workers who worked on private property 
while receiving compensation from the WPA. MRS, THARPE was questioned as to 
her knowledge of any irregularities in the Social Security payment". She ad- 
vised that she knew B* W. CA30N, Commissioner of Labor, but that she had no 
dealings with him; that she had no information as to any methods used whereby 
funds were cut cf the Social Security to fictitious persons or to St .to 
officials. 2'.'-. euvised that she had no information rel?tiv.: tc any 

graft or. the new V-ridje being built at Baton Rouge* She advised that s*- >.- 
knew J«ob l-v . '- :-i l.VJT LChJ, but had no particular association •..Hi. 
him; that she did remember, however, that during the time IJOJE was Governor for 
e few months in 1936 the five per cent contribution from State employees was 
discontinued, 

HiS. 'JflARPE advised that while she was still in Louisiana a 
reporter fron the TTashington Merry Go Round column called her and advised 
that he understood she was goinc to write a book. ITS. TKAPFE stated that 
she told the reporter this had been suggested to her as she had been so young 
at the time she had held high offik-ec in the /btate of Louiair-na. She -.-j «-i*3« ? 
that this reporter suggested that jjPlu--t-;30N encf ALLEh of the/,vashington Kerry 
Go Round act as collaborators with- her in writing this boot. She advised 
that t: c ran who contacted her was H. J. CC3TELL0, who claimed ho wes a 
scout for P-SAESOIi and ALLLh. THARFE advised that she never mentioned 

Attorney General MURHIY or President ROOSEVELT to anyone and never saic". what 
was quoted in the newspaper about her; that she never said "F.D.P. has ***t" 
practiced in Louisiana what he preached in other placesf,or that FRANK LlTiIII- 
came down here and made a pious speech but that was all. She advised that she 
read the statement she v&a supposed to have made in a Washington i.errj Go h- .«^.. 
column; that she was greatly incensed over it; that she, in tell'ing to the 
•. r riter, war. cuctin- the ctj.temenffror. e newr.p'.^er clippin;-; th \t r.'. c- v.-;s'v-o. 
to iv':' crutt V:-.'. ::h r - A it r.ci u>-...< ar.y stt.ter.er/. v.-'.j h Ir. '. 



D 



N. 0. #62-978 



construed to the statement sJte,reaA-%* SfefyjftrltfflC jSpom a newspaper, ollppiag*. „ 
At this pola* Attorney; NICHOLS* Irag^sted^o she jgttt£ 

Attorney General" end advls** l^fak ^^J^iat^s^^l^il^p^a^^e .ilal^^f-^en^i^l 
appearsd^in tie, Washington j|*rry Go fioul^€:^p^ ; -<;:^:^-;>« : : t$§*g: -%~>« 

v:v " VM8S* tharee advised *hej&j$^ 
which she started about the time 'SKef'fC fcoSG became Governor of fouls iana t 
and maintained these newspaper clippings until al^r,.$b^ death of. LONG, and ;C4 
Is continuing them to date. She advised that after ' HOB? 'ft "LONG died, MRS* ' 
HUEY LONG requested that she be given the newspaper clippings about her bus- 
band up until the time he died* MRS. TRARFE advised she gave BBS, LONG the 
original clippings, but made photostats of these clippings which she had kept 
in her scrapbook of newspaper clippings* She advised that she does this as a 
hobby* MRS* THARPE advised that she did not nave any photostatic copies or 
any Original records other than the newspaper clippings. She advised _that 
the newspaper publicity about her having important docHpments was false; that f 
it was" common knowledge that she had the newspaper clippings' and she at One 
time kept them in her office when she held a State position, where they were 
open for public inspection. MRS. THARPE advised that IS. A. CONWAY, Secretary 
of State, also had newspaper clippings which be kept as a hobby. She advised 
that when she first started her hobby she borrowed some clippings from CONWAY 
for her first five volumes. She advised that she now has approximately forty 
volumes full of newspaper clippings; that these volumes are about three feet 
square and six inches thick* She advised that she had these in a safe place . 
in Louisiana but would not advise the writer where she was keeping then* She 
advised, however, that upon her return to Louisiana she would be glad to permit 
the writer to examine any or all of her volumes containing these newspaper 
clippings. MRS. THARPE advised that while efts was Secretary of State she made 
five thousand dollars per year which was augmented by an additional two thousand 
dollars per year from the Motor Vehicle Bureau; that when she became Supervisor 
of Public Accounts she received a salary of five thousand dollars per year 
which was later raised to seventy-five hundred dollars per year. She advised 
that MR. THARPE asSecretary of the State Tax Commission received four thousand, 
eight hundred dollars per year* * .. ? 

During this interview with MRS* THARPE, MR* THARPE from time to f 
time interposed and gave some information. Hp. advised that when W. A. COOPER 
got the position his wife had held he called' COOPER a "skunk" and told him 
he was going to whip him; that he did not, however 8 have this opportunity* " 
TEARPE advised that he was fired about the same time his wife was fired. That 
the reason he was fired was because he talked too much. THARPE advised that 
after he was fired he received a letter from T*.A*lPARTN2SS; that this letter 
requested certain information about his income. THARPE advised that he replied 
to the letter written to him by-^ARTNISS , answering all of BARTNES3' questions 
and advising BARTNES3 that BARTNi£>3 ou^ht to know about his income because he 
prepared his income tax st^ement for him. THARPE advised that it was evident 
someone in the Administrf '.ion was trying to pull a "squeeze" play on him, 
probably for the purpose of making him afraid to talk. He advised, however, that 
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he would not be. afraid to give ■ &nv infpjmjipi ttjU|t came into Ms 





salary .««tH1^#* 

mission he. did not Sny %3rf» ^^'"^im^^nl^P^l^pP^-' 
the money >e coll^ct^ 'was tW^Wd';.§y«r "i&iCT^ 7 *^ m£ ISOflSJ; ' - 

this amounted to wM$a*£^ 

that he would put tha money lJi ait enyelopa'Wtli^**'^^ and tljM»*a«b ! unt a^plra 
hand it to ELLISON «fcijme§U J^£f J^i* 3^ Jfe .^fllj^M^ia^O^ay^f 
advised that word would usually come, to Ma. department; 

coming to town. THARPE advised 'that during the time fcfc collected the five : ^ 
per cent contribution he collected perfonal. checks and endorsed them and^rv^^'- 
turned them over *o ELLISON. Ha advised that he kept ah accounting of^ dvery 
penny he had taken 'in .and .still Ifaft. tfcesV fe^s^./^a ; adyi'|^r' "ilat 'they-fare • : 
in a safe place but that they would be ^pea'fof' inspection* whto h> returned, 
to Louieianai;.; : -5!HAEPE advlee^vthat th*;$ay>oll dr^^ule'^fil-^^flaWssT 
amounted to about one hundred" and fifty thousand dollars per year; that the 
most the Tax Commission oould spend "under ordinary circumstances '.would^l^r'^i';^ 
thirty-five thousand dollars per year; therefore, the payroll was "padded* a"" 
great deal and checks were sent to persons who .never cama d.Owa ~^feo work; that .<£ 
he knew their names but had never seen any of them. 

THARPE advised that the Standard Office and Supply Company, 
Monroe, Louisiana, furnished all the furniture for the new State offices, which 
was pro rated to the different offices, , Thal;^!^^ <to not enough money to pay 
for this out of the legislative appropriation; so each department made up the 
difference. He advised that he did not knoW of any irregularities in connectioa 
with this. He advised that he understood that J^%WSHAN 'furnished all the 
window blinds for the State buildlngsin Louisiana* ■ THAR3%~"ga vised that he had 
to pay twenty i>r thirty dollars for the election of President Roosevelt, which , 
he gave to MrJkTU.CT/ELL. He advised that this, however, might have been for 
the "Paralysis Campaign*. He advised that it was rumored that the Louisiana 
Highway Department paved around the Louisiana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston, 
Louisiana, in return for a contract by the Office Supply Compagy to furnish all 
the furniture for the Polytechnic Institute. He advised that the Office Supply 
Company was reported to be owned by L. V^-ABERKATHY, th* Chairman /of the 
Louisiana State Highway Commission, "''THARPl^ that DAVID ELLISON 

advised him several months ago that he had; let a contract for six thousand 
dollars to CEORCffipAIDWELL for CAIDVifELL 'to build a house. He advised that 
he knew the house cost more than six thousand dollars and that he knew there 
was some irregularity about this b ef ore the newspapers came out with all the 
publicity about the alleged irregularities in Louisiana. THARPE advised 
that although he understood the Jtate Income Tax Collector was checking on his 
income he knev; they had nothing on him. THARPE advised that it was rumored 
that! CALDVr£LL BROTHERS, and HAffT had made a statement to the effect thattiiey 
paid' for everything they p-jt from the State, mean ins that for the contracts 
they got Own the State J\ was necessary for them to pay something to one of the 
Statet officials. TEARVS advised that he believed that D. M. ELLISOK and 
V, 7 . A J COOPER influenced R. VI. LECKE in dismissing his wife 6 This xn? c on- 
currefc in by MRS. THARPE. * 

- 7 - £ J* 
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He advised that E. f$ CONWAY, B. M. ELLISON and R. W, LECHE 
appeared to be the ring-leaders in Louisiana; that CONWAX was a "gossipy 

the Gov^^jr ^^^^S^SJ*' ' ■ w^P^**^"^^^^^irt^^^^^S . ^ 

Monroe, .^iBiana'i'-tma' ^ only, ffl|» ' td' %hoW|||^^n4«rt 

sell natural gas. THAREE advis^that i*"£p^gas tiftrjppft B^iK^aS^ ■ 
Louisiana, wbieh »s closed d&raby tto'gSKf&lfc^ 

fuss about this and talked about tovernor tBClSS trying out,' soW^rr 

; believed this might hav* had something to ^ with Ma.;^m^0^^J^^$^: 

' ]'_''■ advised that when he was discharged he re<plested tbat A |* ,l*e given a.j&jal^s/.n^-. 
s ^' salary but found 1 that the" State would only give him two weeks • He advise* : ' • - : 
V- . that he would not take this, .fojadvised^'t^^ 

Hi-;* fou * hundred and *ix dollars from the eraj£by'ees in hi* fttMU&wnt) %bat mt* w- 
: .came to him that Ji M. FBSH wanted to" see fciifc : ?;'THARW aftised^aai le't&ea'^ : 
y*V • ". made the statement that he would give the^gar hundred .and s'ljt dollars to^ ^^. -HHv../ 
|* j LECHE if L&JHE would giv^/h^V" receipt;!^; it ♦ hV a$r*jsed th^t i&KS raulS- ' 
. " not give him a receipt and that no one had ^reques t ed the " four iundred .and .',■>;•• 
six dollars. THAEPE advised that he still /had this money "and would perhaps ^ 
have to pay income tax on it; that he would not, however . turn it over without 
-v ' receiving a receipt for it. ; .--i .-'J&M*. ■• : f .Js>^ ■.,-:»-. ,*.»->' 



THAEPE advised that it was rumored that HAMPTON^REYNOL'DS 
father-in-law of LEG IE, has an asphalt company in Alabama from whom the State 
purchases asphalt for a price from fourteen sixteen dollars per ton; that 
this asphalt can be purchased for six dollars' a ton on the regular market. 
He advised that he understood that about forty thousand tons a month were 
used, THAREE advised that he understood that all the cement used by the State 
of Louisiana was purchased from one company T?ut that he did not know the name 
of this company. He advised that when MRS. ROOSEVELT spoke at the Louisiana 
State University, orders came from LECHE that every State employee was to be 
present and that they should show unusual enthusiasm. THAREE advised that he 
was never around when any settlement was made in connection with any graft 
in the State. THAREE advised that he believed LECHE was a crook and believed 
that JAMES MONROE SMITH did not tell LECHE anything about his depredations 
for fear that LECHE would want to "get in on it. THAREE advised that he be- 
lieved that if LECHE knew anything crooked wasgoing on he would not be satis- 
fied unless he could get a part of the graft, THAREE made the statement that 
he believed Judge DORE of Ville Platte, and Judge J. B. FOURNET, who were on 
the Board of Supervisors of the Louisiana-State University, would not sell out 
for less than five dollars. THAREE advised that DON YfELDON, who was t he 
Editor of the Hammond Frogress, the newspaper of Governor LECHE, gave orders 
around the State; th a t the orders of W&LDON were the same as if they were 
given by LECHE, particularly in regard to subscriptions to the paper being 

required of State employees. THAkEE was questioned as to the names of any 
persons he believed might be reliable to contact for information pertaining 
to irregularities in Louisiana. He advised that he believed A. R. JOHNSON, 
who was close to theGovertfr.r but a high type of man, might give soma tpforr.a- 
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tion* fee adTia«4 t^t he.>ell,eTed THH> 3* f*HDRT| the manager ©t . th,*-. 

Louisiana State Penitfatiary, Was e^J|pjtorable who showed no fftVorjitiiai^r-^r 

'and ^0 #6&Qjr3£^ 

; :-".';^;^^>? v " THARP8 ^ias^J^ jto^ 
were at the Louisiana State University, a platu?« «^i55«r$*.is the papoj^v" 
3howing MR, HOOVER, MR. MURPHY and JAMES MONROE SMITH together. " He afl^tse* 
that he Jokingly remarked that it looked as though MR. fiDOV^i and MR. JRJKPHT 
were sizing SMITH Up for a suit, During the first part of the interview . ?$\ i** 
THARPE claimed that he and his wife had been planning a wcstion for a long f 
time and so after they were dismissed they decided to take the vacation* ? - 
THARPE later on in the interview advised that they left Louisiana to keep .; 
from being annoyed by numerous reporters and investigators in connection V " 
with this investigation. He advised, however, that they had "nothing to hide} 
that neither he nor MRS, THARPE was in any way connected witjh any of the ir- ^ ; .„ 
regularities in Louisiana. - : . -*" ; '* " ••^.^»^. > "-"'- *^'*»^:*&r 

. Both the THARPES were questioned at length relative to the 
political organization in the State of Louisiana. They advised that when •'• 
HUEY LONG was in power he organized the government in such a way that he 
would have complete control of all departments, and placed his friends and 
people he could trust in charge of these departments. However, he did run 
the departments as he saw fit himself. That after MHO'S death his jpp^.©,ies. ^ v . > ^ f 
were not continued in the way he had started them. During the interview 
it was determined that MRS. THARPE was thirty-four years of age, end that 
the THARPES had beeii married a year prior to $he t|i© of K/EY L0N&*S death* 

tJOXiU stilt ana WHO, xaAPJra ueuitJU. tujjr muumeu^^ ui fxiy jcuoiiu 

violations in connection with irregularities in Louisiana; They denied that $g ? : •/. 
they had information relative to the misuse of Federal funds, violations of 
income tax matters, violations of the misuse of WPA materials and violations ■ 
which were alleged to have been committed by -JAMES MQNRpK SMITH* The 
THARPES advised that they were not connected with any off. the State officials : 
in any irregularities, and that they were not afraid of anything that might 
come up. During this interview they were specifically asked a great many > 
auestions concerning Louisiana State officials and- wPA irregularities, MRS* 
THARPE was not very talkative; however, MR. TMRPE volunteered information 
which has been set out in "this report. MR*' and MRS. THARPE advised that 
they were returning to Louisiana about August 1, 1939, and would be available 
in Baton Rouge for interview after that date; that they would be willing to ^ 
give all the cooperation possible injtbis case. They advised that although 
they could not furnish definite or d^ecific information, they believed that 
R. W. LECHE, D. M. ELLISON, -•<?EOR&J^ALDVi!ELL and E. A. CONWAY, Secretary of 
State, were principally involved in any irregularities! in Louisiana. 
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puring the. entire intez^iew Attorney „NXpgC«4 did not 1to$Pdfcm'- . 
- : to any questions asked tie ' He, flstead," nrged to answer '■ 



all questions asked iy7$)# J»i**l^>^^ 

: v" : " •'• \ the completion of this liite^tigatibn/^Jeietype war. .1 ' '? 

sent to tne'New Orleans Office and to the B»irea!? Milji $1 ' '^o^ti^lv 
obtained during this interview. " * ' <' • 1^1 $ 



i. si 



PENDING '• >V 



or 
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.C&AIIACTER OF CASE , ■> 



SYNOPSIS Of FACTS: 



»R3. V* A, TKAKFX, BOO AXXCB *«pleye* , 

iv snsr win «* ^rotary iniiH^d **«*k»od h 
capacity when wm becae* ttotto&at & £©u 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



Xr 1«9 was appointed Secretary «* ftete tc fill 
ttneapired Wm and wnea office IflU filled by clootlca 
1938 «u appointed to poaitim. If Supervtaor of public 

Assorts, Base of which degcjrtacBVbliangcd te eolleatos? 
of Internal Revenue. This dipartaeat divided and V, A« 
COOFSS placed la charge auditing department by Governor 
JR. W. LBCHK. QS03JK.5JFJ believed JL M. ELLISON tad COOPiSR 

influenced UBHt in dismissing her # but advised vkee 
gave bo reason. Adrtsed she collected fir* per cent 
contribution txm enployees her topartacnt which sh*> 
submitted to J» M» FUHH, but no Inforaation federal 
fund* involved. Advised H, /. 0^87S£L9, soout for 1 
feahingtwi Go Eouod, ftoataoWt &or f p«nied saJdac . 
»tetera»nta otwut footldont R003SVKLT or Attoxnor Ooaoral 
HjbfflX wtiiQh appMiod in M«riy Go Bound ooluao* Bac 
sorapbook of newspaper alipplaga aooat Loulsl«s« fyoo 
beginning HUST IXJNG mgiaa and has pliotootatia eoplas 
of original clippings sbo gay* to lVQHO'S widow aftar 
LONG* 3 death but denied baring other doeunents* Healed 
any knowledge of federal violations hy State off leials 
and associates, and denied hoing eonneoted any irregularities, 
W» A« THAKPZ, f oxaar Secretary Louisiana State Tax Oocttiasiou, 
advised eollooted five per bent contribution eaployoes his 
dopaxtaoat, elaining he guy© ease to HUSO*!, THAHPS 
advised he kept complete accounting theae oollectiaas but 
no Federal funds involved. THARFS denied Information ir- 
regularities T/ralajcfta atate Oniverslty. B elieved LBCHS» 
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in Chah^' 
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ftel CHIME CO^ITlOJa * LOOISlAlA 

, *.. f ■ •;»> ' .. t ■ 

there &r« inclosed here#iHi tpo photostatic 
copies each of the following correspondence between 
Mr. Vincent Moselay. of Opelouses, touisiana, and 
the Departaent, which was referred to the Bureett, • 
and it is desired that one coiy be furnished by your 
office to United States Attorney Sane A* fioaca, 
Sew Orleans i 

■■■' i, ;sfe.v 1 i' -•■ " ■ •; 
Letter dated June X, 1939, to the Attorney 
General from Mr. Moaeley, together »ith the > 
two newspaper clippings inclose* therewith. 

Co;y of letter dated June 7, 1939, to . «r, 
Hoseley from Mr. McGuire. s 

Letter dated Jul/ 3, 1939, to Mr. McGuire 
fro* 4r, fcoseley. 

Utter dated July H, 1939, to Mr. Kc<luire 
froii Mr. Moseley. *' 

Cojy of letter dated July ls/1939, to Mr. 
Hoseley froei Mr. McGuire* "... 



"l" 'iff'- - 



Very truly 7ouxa,_ 

MAIL E „ D 
John lAgax Hoovar. \ 
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department of Jfatftitt 

^ffitt of t&e 9«iirtant to t|t Sttotmp ©enetart 
July 34, 1939 ; 



(toy 

E^kii 

M- GJ*Tin 

f»r .r:-'U 

"-. Hr- l '<> ...... 

Sir. T e*t»r 

«r. Law'er 

Mr. flcbols... 



5> Mr. b.ftra.. 
"""^ Mr. <Js'r.uT 




MEMORANDUM POB HE. HOOTER, DIRECTOR, TBDBPJLL BUBFATJ OP INVESTIGATION 




Attached find correspondence 
from VincentVMoseley, Boagnl Building, 
Opelcrasas, Lpuleiana, commenting upon the 
current situation In Louisiana. It was 
thought that you might desire to have 
this correspondence in your files in con- 
nection with the Investigation which is 
now being conducted in that State. 



Matthew P. McGuire, 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
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Opelousas. Leuiaiana. 

Dear Mr. Hoselajl .1?-. ..; r- : ' v f- 

This will acknowledge and thank you for 
your letter of June 1„ addressed to the Attorney 
General, in which you offer your eerricea without 
compensation to the Government. 

The Attorney General has asked me to 
thank you for your gsneroua off or but he regret* that 
there ia no suitable opening at thia tiae. 

Tery truly youra, 



Matthew F. McGuire 
acting Aseist&nt to the Attorney General 
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" tatter »f recent dste. tteasVi* ttsSrea .-t.^SK*fe" 



your comment* with reaped to the subject setter 




contained therein ha*e been carefully noted, 

' ; * < teiy.'*wir Tom*. y 



■v, .... Met^F.^- 

Katthew F. McQulre 
Actio* Assistant to the Attorney Oenerel 
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July 14, 193** 




Mr. Uathew F. Moguire, Esq.. 
Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
Department of Ju3tioe — 
Washington, D. 0. » "6 

Dear Mr, Moguire: 

On July 3rd. I directed to you a, 
letter which I that day registe^9d|~re turned ro- 
oeipt requested. Sinoe receipt signed by you has 
not reaohed ice and I have not heard from you dur- 
ing the past ten days I should appreciate learning 
if you received letter mentioned. 

Yours very truly, 
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Boagni Building 
Opelousas, La. 
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3 J*f*!-1939 



Mr. Matthew F. McGuire 

Acting Assistant to the Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. McGuire: 

I thank you for your letter of June 7th in reply to 
my earlier letter to Attorney General Murphy, offering such 
humble assistance of my services as might be accepted to the end 
of ridding this state of corruption under the present administra- 
tion. It seems now from the press that your department is active- 
ly interested. In passing, may I call to your attention the present 
slot macnine method of governing tnis Parish. As you know, slot 
machines are forbidden in this State, however, in St. Laudry 
Parish they are regularly "hi-jaeked" by the collectors of the 
District Attorney, two of these collectors being Robert Preston 
Dunbar, ah ex meat cutter, and E. H. DillQn, an ex "i aw "Tiler Tor 
B^raerTflanks Lumber Co., the funds"" collected probably totaling 
fifty thousand a year. I understand that Dunbar delivers his 
collections to Bryan Littell, Receiver (by appointment of L. Austin 
Fontenot, District Attorney) of the Parish Trust and Savings Bank 
of Opelousas, where this casn is kept in tneir vault. If these 
funds be used for purely political purposes prior to and at ' . 
election times and it be assumed, as stated to me, that one third 
of the vote in tnis Parish is purchaseable, you will appreciate 
the meagre opportunity we have here for honest government. May 
I not ask that you verify tnrough your Department the situation 
as presented? Frankly, I am "fed-up" with the local condition 
which probably reflects that of the State as a wnole. 




/ ■{ (ed) -vi l • ■ I 

■ ■ I fiLSFYPB ~ ' *SJQ r 

FBI KEJf QRLfifiNS 7-21-39 5 PM ALS * ' 
DBS ECTOR 



J4CNTE HaRT STAL MA.IL FRAUD, LW|SLiNA STATS OFFICIALS INFOPJIATION ODNCsSNISG. 



MONHS SART AND JAMgS 1IONROS SMITH INDICTED FiSDERAL GRAND JURY NEW ORLEANS! W'^ 

'■Jj-'.yf " T> : v. B if- \ .-; .. .• • v "\ . 

TODAY ON FOURTEEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED NIKSTY" SlX DOLLARS SMK CENTS MAIL ' 

• : - • '*. v ., . .,.„>•* 

-FR^UD INDlGTMa^T IN CONNECTION WITH SALE OF BIENVILLE HOTEL, HART RELEASED 

V.' " ; ■ ■ . . 

ON FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND TODAY. REQUESTS IN PETITION OF MONROE 
7 '' V SMITH TO HATE HABEAS CORPUS AD PROSE $JfflUW. MODIFIED DENIED BY JUDGE BORAH ^ . 
f " TODAY. USA NEtf ORLEANS CONTEMPLATING MAIL FRAUD INVESTIGATION IN CONNECTION ' 
•' ( WITH REISSUE QF^&ifiW ORLEANS LEVEE BOARD BONDS » WHEREIN IT IS ALLEGED THAT - ' 

OK TRACT WAS LET TO NE4MAN HARRIS COMPANY f NEW ORLEANS BROKERS, TO REISSUE X 

. I? -A* 

3C::ds ,V:(ICH CONTRACT TAS S 1T BLET TO PARTNERSHIP COMPOSED OF !:ORV3B\ HARRIS, 

ABE SHUSHAN .ROBERT AND HENRY . T .* r'l.LLER , THE REISSUED 3-7 DS jcATCRIKG bT r 3 , 

">. YEARS EARLIER THAN OLD BONDS PURPORTEDLY SAVING LEVEE BOARD ON HUNDRED 

NINETY THOUSAND DOLLARS. PARTNERS ALLEGEDLY RECEIVED FOUR HUNDRED FORTY ONE ^ 

THJUSAND DOLLARS COOOSSIOK ON BOND TRANSACTIONS. VOLUNTARY CQ»4KlTfEjSS OF t- 



CITIZENS OF LOUISIANA REPORTED MEETING THROUGHOUT STATE AND DEMANDING 3M- 
P.-^TL.L PROBE BY STaTE OFFICIALS OF ALLIED CORRUPTION Hi LOUISIANA.. JOS 
^TbItES, CHIi? OF POLICE, BATON R UGE, DISCHARGED TODAY- 



SOCKET! 



END 
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August 16, 1979 



tt'^KD&zi ua^Mr^a^ l watf »<i »a 4 216. 

Special Agent la CLargs 
Hew Orleans, tout si am 



Rai CRIME OJMDITIOSS - LOU13IA1IA 



Dear Sir j 




"feW.'- Mr. MIMn 

sfels-S. ■'• ' 

•®J."* ' : ' Mr. I. ». TUw 




Mr. C*»n 



Mr. SHvin 

Mr Crow! _ 
Sir. Ham« 

Mr. L»w|*t 

Mr. Mclntlnt 

Mr. S». -I 

Mr. 5«>r; 

-"1 T..f!,i.1 



1 13) G«K^y 

I 



There are inclosed herewith two photostatic copies 
of the following do scribed ccrrmmieationa, which were received 

by the Attorney G-r-.eral and referred to the Bureau, and it is 
desired that one co#" of et.ch be furnished your office to 
United States Attorney Rene A. Tioeccs, Jleis Or-<Kia»i 



Anorsrjjsoua latter dated »t Bee Or loans, Louisiana, 
July 13, 1939, together with its inclosure, fro* 
*A See Orleans Schoolgirl.* 

Letter dated at Crowley, Louisiana, July IS, 1939, 
fros Frank Atwoc4# 

Anonymous letter dated at -No* Orleans, Louisiana, 
July 10, 1939, together with newspaper editorial 
entitled "Dtrest Thou Then." 

Anonymous letter on letterhead of Hotel Gardner, 
Shreveport, Louisiana, received in Office of the 
Attorney General on July 21, 1939, from "Aaerican." 

Anonynoua letter postaarked at Hew Orleans, July 11, 
1939, beginning "Harry Jacobs, Levee Hoard £ngineer 
1937-33. • 



i COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
Aannyaous; letter dated at «cw Or .e&r.S, June 23, 1939, 
beginning "Cjn^ftii^UoW-'on yo ir desire to investl- 

e<itc -" ! * f.!j 'j i 7 133} * 



r ! t • '- • 



i.-'t 





tett*r dated at 1** Orleans, Louisiana, iwJy 1M. • 
1939, fro* fee. Millie* 1. feet, Jr* 



uy i» r> >.;^.- ;/ , . .. -0^. 



Letter dated at lew lork City, July If, 1939, 
J. C. Corbin. 




)9 ' ' froii *' '' 

Letter dated at Sew Orleans, Louisiana, Jul^ 18, 1939, 
1*^ fc ' J * R *J ,lM » X ' together with it* incloeure. 



The letter* froe Mr. At»ood, Mr. Bailey, Mrs. feat, 
Mr. Corbin, and Mr. Raphael have not been Acknowledged* 



Tery truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Direct©* 
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IncloBure 
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New Orleans, La., 
July ltfth, 




Hon. Frank Murphy, 

United States Attorney General, 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Attorney General; 

I am enclsoing a copy of letter OTittea-y^»ea-JtanflL 




V 



-J, 



12th. 



^±MSO% lit 



At that time I deemed it not ad vi s ab 1 if! S . s teiT£EIs* i """~ ^ X ~ 

^t^ar^to-day Jl^^ffl^TlfiATON 



letter, but developements in 
that you mean business. 



i 

\ 



Now, Mr. Murphy, you as head of the qejgfcgjrlig affiT^T 

problem* on youBf^y 



AUG 4 193-i 



Justice in United States have a very difficult "pr 
hand with the Louisiana Politicians. 



yoi 

.£? 

As an American I understand that the Constitution of 
this Country guarantees me Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness within any state. of the Union. But in Louisiana un- 
less you are on good terms with the Politicians you are denied 
your Constitutional Rights. 




I am the father of nine children and that is my chief 
reason for taking such an interest in the future of Louisiana. 

Hoping that you will be guidei by God's Will, I am 

-r. 

Tours truly \y 





t.J 



mem 



New Orleans, La., 
_ June 12th, 1939 



Hon. Frank Murphy, . 

United States Attorney General, 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Attorney General; 

The writer of this letter is very ammused at the publicity given 
on your recent visit to Louisiana. 

I have been following up your records as Governor of the State of 
Michigan and was very much impressed with your honesty and sincerity of 
purpose, that is the reason that I am taking the liberty to write you on 
one of the most important questions in Louisiana to-day. 

We, the Honest People of Louisiana, have no voice in the selections 
of our Candidates, they let us have a so-called election and the man of 
the street to-day in Louisiana knows that our so-called election is no- 
thing more than a fake. As the present clique of Political Thieves in 
Louisiana cannot afford to give up their office, because if any fair in- 
vestigation in Louisiana is held it will mean the complete clique (with 
few exceptions) into the United States Penitentiary, 

I am enclosing numerous clippings from the New Orleans States (one 
of our most reputable papers) some of these pretaining to you, Mr. Murphy, 
and in fact invites your investigation of affairs in our fair State. 

In one of your addresses in Louisiana you mentioned that the Federal 
Government will strike hard at gambling, vice and recattering wherever 
same is found. 

For your information, Mr. Murphy, I will site you several well known 
facts as they exist in Louisiana to-day. We will take first the W.P.A. for 
one instance that I know of in the Parish .of St. Tammany one of The 
•Governor's Henchman a (Mr. Gelbach or Helbach) an ex-bootlegger and also 
suspected in one of the recent murders during the prohibition era here. I 
understand from very reliable sources that the Negro Laborers on the W.P2A 
have to pay this man so much per week to hold the job, of course you will 
think this accusation terrible, but that is a small graft compared to the 
graft of Governor Leche and His political clique who forced State employees 
to pay for ten and fifteen subscriptions to their fake paper called the 
Progress, and also making every Stafte employee pay them 5% to hold their 
position, they do not even exempt^Ehe employees of our Charity Hospital in 
New Orleans, they go so far'as^tf include the Garbage Man who collects 
garbage cans early in the morning on their lists of forced contributions 
and subscriptions to their fake papers. No one can do busin ess with the 
State unless they advertise' in this fake pap er. 




At one of the so-called Federal Investigations in New Orleans Sen 
Connally of Texas presiding, Mr. Earl 'Long at one time o%e of our Cbampions 
for Good Government made the sworn testimony in Federal ^Court he did 

not know bow elections were conducted^ in Mexico^or^Russia^but ^^knew^ite 



Mr. Earl Long is a Brother to the late Senator Huey P. Long, The 
late Huey P, Long being responsible for all the graft and corruption that 
is existing in Louisiana to-day. ■ . ••- ..;----:v-. ••'•;•»> 

With the exception of his brother Earl, the entire political clique 
in charge of Louisiana to-day are all died in the wool Huey P. Long men 
they lived on ^raft and thrived on graft all their lives. * 

To give you a fair example of the wretched conditions that the people 
are forced to live under in this State. Some years back when Huey Long was 
at the zenieth of his power he had men assulted within our Legislative Hall 
when our Legislature was in session in Baton Rouge. A Mr. Boudreaux had his 
skull fractured by one of Long's Henchman and State employee, non. Francis 
Williams was assulted in the Legislative Hall at Baton Rouge by one of Huey 
Longs Henchmans and Huey gave him {his hired man) hell because he did not 
do a better job of it. Earl Long kqbws this and was one of the chief caus es. 
of him opposing the policy of Huey /Long and his cliq ue. In further relating 
to the attack on Francis Williams this man was tried in the District Court 
of Baton Rouge for assult and found guilty as charged and steps proudly 
forward with a pardon signed by the late Governor Allen, this pardon being 
written and signed before the man was even tried. United States Post Master 
General Farley knows Mr. Francis Williams personally and these facts can be 
proven upon investigations. 

As for gambling and slot machines in Louisiana they are found every- 
where and are controlled by the politicians of this State, no competitors 
are allowed to operate. The Race Track of New Orleans is owned by this 
political clique not withstanding the fact that we have a Law on the Statue 
Books prohibiting book making on Race Horses, there are at present over 
one thousand of them in operation in the State to-day; but this is not so 
bad, I have bet on Race Horses myself, but low and behold the politicians 
of our City and State close these shops during the racing season in New 
Orleans during the three months that they operate here permitting them to 
operate and accept bets nine months in the year while races are conducted 
out of this State. The reason for this is they will not have any competition 
and during the three months that the small bookies are closed most of them 
get on our un- employment list. The politicians now own and operate the 
-Base Ball game here, and force state and city employees to purchase tickets 
on the Opening Day. No fooling, they actually compell them to buy or else . 

As for the Federal Court the People of Louisiana are also losing faith. 
At one time we all had re-course to that Honorable Court. Take for instance 
the Trial of AbrahamfShushan, this man admitted under Cross Examination 
to receiving over Four Hundred and Twenty-eight thousand dollars ($428,000) 
graft on the excavating and foundation in the construction of the SHU3BAN 
.AIRPORT. A picked or fixed Jury hate found him not guilty. Upon investi- 
gating from the Hon. Judge -Ch^ 'Barrett United States Judge of Augusta Ga. 
he can enlighten you more through on ti.is case. Just imagine a blow like 
this on a community of FREE --BORN AMERICANS who expected to see SHUSHAN be- 
hind the Bars of Justice whlre he rightfully belongs, now what happens. 
United States Attorney here being florced to drop cases pending against 
SET .OUR fV.'EISS , JULES pISiiER, JL'JkYfNOE and other higher ups in charge of 
Louisiana at that time. 

Hnw vnu mav wonder to yourself why a. citizen of United States born 



congressional disteic^. o 




Louisiana was shot on his way home 
S writer of this letter listening 



in the f sixth 

after one of his Political meetings £ ? 

on the radio a few nights after this had happen was avaazed to hear the 
Governor of our State ridicule Mr. Morrison and in fact made the hold 
assertion that he shot himself and put a little tomato eatsup to make it 
look good, not withstanding the fact that said Mr. Morrison was treated 
at the Touro Infirmary of New Orleans for this wound in the arm, 

I could go on citing instances after instances of such assults in 
Louisiana and nothing has heen done. Conditions like this "breeds dis- 
respect of the Law and gives even good TRUE BLOODED AMERICANS Communistic 
ideas. Now, being raised a Catholic, and believing in the Teachings of my 
Church, I deem it my duty to write you about these facts as these politicians 
in Louisiana are so shrewd they have even decieved our Clergy. I would like 
to sign this letter, but of fear of reprisals against me and my family I 
will have to let this letter go to you unsigned, but in the event you will 
do your duty as Attorney General of the United States and have an open 
investigation into the affairs of this State, I will then make myself known 
to you, as the situation now stands the next election in this State no matter 
who wins THE PEOPLE LOOSE. 



I. 



/ 

/ 



AN 'AMERICAN 



P.S. If the Oil situation in Louisiana is investigated it will make the 
Tea Pot Dome scandal look like a grain of sand on the Rocky Mountains. This 
ind ustry is controlled by the Politicians t oo. Three years hack Leche was an 

UI-iKZTC'-'N and had NO MEANS at all, TO-DAY HE IS A 

MILLIONAIRE 



NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS ENCLOSED 
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Mr. Tol*ort 

Mr, N*tr>an 
Mr. C. A. Tim* 

M». C!«» 

Mr, Cofley 

Mr. Eff«f1 
Mi. gicvln 

Mr. Crow I 

. hjrhr 
Mi ■ 

Mr. Wf.T,:« 



Mr. Nich^v 
Mi , Q T,»iit'n 




,, 4^7. ^. August U, 1939 
ACHjIiL 



■ \ 



Special Agent la Charge 
He* Orleans, Jk>uiaian* 



Dear Sin <r- 

There are inclosed herewith two photostatic 
copies of ft letter dt tec. at Hew Orleans, Louisiana, 
July ??, 19?9, addressed to the Attorney General by 
en anony-ious individual who aipna hlnself "A/*ell 

the inttr«.st of Justice ,* together with 
two" photost* tic copies of. ti.e newspaper clippings 
forwarder, therewith, the iwtter and its incisures 
having be«n referrud to trie .imreau by tne Dei.*rtaeut. 
It is desired that one copy be furnished by your 
office to United States Attorney fcene A. Vioscai 
Hew Orleans, 

Very truly yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Inclos^ire 

, / v ? 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAIL grb 
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JUL 2 4 1939 ^ 
New Orleans, La., Julf^gS^^^' 



* FEDERAL BUft€AU OF irfttSHeKTK 



■frVBB 1 fE0ERAL Buft£AU OF irfviSHBATi&.i 
^ Honorable Frank Murphy, *Vru 
T Attorney General of the United StatSs T , ;F v "' 
^ Washington, D, C, 



AUG 16 1933 v U 



Sir: 

All independent Democrats, interested in honest governmental 
institutions and the integrity of the Judiciary and the Department 
of Justice, were greatly encouraged by your two recent addresses, 
one advocating a merit system and condemning the "spoils system" , 
and the other emphasizing the sacredness of the Judiciary and the 
law enforcement machinery of the Federal Government, and the neces- 
sity for maintaining its integrity and the public respect for it, 
if democratic institutions are to survive, I note recently, however, 
that in discussing the Louisiana situation, you stated that you had 
every confidence in Mr. Viosca, the_lQpal District Attorney. You 
are a busy man and it is impossible for you to keep informed with 
regard to local Federal officials all over the United States. In 
fairness to you, and in order that you may not be deceived, I am 
enclosing for your information various clippings with reference to 
the dismissal, several years ago, by the Federal Government of the 
indictments against various political leaders of the Long machine, 
who had been indicted for income tax frauds, many of whom have been 
indicted in connection with the present investigation. 

As a matter of history, when Senator Long and his local machine 
were making vicious attacks on President Roosevelt, and a pro- 



. Roosevelt Faction was organized in Louisiana to combat the local 



ft 



i3 * 
■ ** 

Honorable Frank Murphy - #2* 7/22/39. 

machine, Mr. Ren^j^iosca was appointed by President Roosevelt as 
United States Attorney on the suggestion of the Anti-Long leaders 
(including J", Y .^Sanders, his law partner), on the theory that he 
was opposed to what the National Administration then considered the 
local corruption of the Long machine, and could be relied upon to 
carry on the Federal investigation and prosecutions relentlessly 
and fearlessly. Senator Long attacked Mr* Viosca' s honesty and 
integrity on the floor of the United States Senate, and succeeded 
in blocking his confirmation by the Senate* Mr* Viosca was then 
appointed as Acting United States Attorney by the local United States 
Judge, pending the filling of the vacancy by Presidential appoint- 
ment. The local Federal Grand Jury returned the indictments in 
question during the period that Mr, Yiosca was acting as United 
States Attorney, and while Long was living, and before the National 
Administration and the Long machine had arranged the now famous 
"peace pact. K After Mr. Long's death and the defeat of the pro- 
Roosevelt faction in the State election, the local political lead- 
ers dined at the 71/hite House, according to Associated Press reports, 
with the President, Attorney General Cummings and Mr. Farley, and 
after a conference, a "peace pact." was announced. Shortly there- 
after, the papers reported the resignation of various members of 
the pro-Roosevelt faction helding jobs, and these jobs were then 
filled by the Long machin/. * Mr. Viosca, evidently a party to and 
sympathetic with the announced "peace pact," appointed two Assis- 
tant United States Attorneys prominently connected with the Long ' 
machine, and shortly thereafter, Mr. Viosca dismissed the various^? 
cases, with the statement that the cases were "weak.* Attorney 



Honorable Frank Murphy,' _V C- #5 t 7/28/39 # 

General Cummings announced that he approved of Mr. Yiosca's action. 
These were the same Indictments which were brought by a courageous 
Federal Grand Jury with Mr. Viosca and several Assistant United 
States Attorneys General sitting in during the period when the 
long machine was attacking Mr. Roosevelt . Mr, Seymour Weiss, whose 
indictment was dismissed, later headed the Louisiana delegation 
to the Democratic National Convention, with the announcement that 
it would support President Roosevelt* 

Following the events 1 have outlined Mr. Roosevelt again des- 
ignated Mr. Viosca as United States Attorney, and sent his name to 
the Senate, and although his appointment had been previously blocked 
by the Long machine, he was confirmed, this time with the ungual!- 
fied endorsement of both Louisiana Senators, who were prominent mem- 
bers of the Long political machine. 

The circumstances are such that it is difficult to escape the 
conclusion that the Department of Justice was prostituted .by Mr.. Vioe 
ca, for political pxpediency and in order to obtain his appointment, 
although his original appointment was obtained on the theory of his . 
opposition to conditions existing in this State, and that he could 
be depended upon to vigorously investigate and prosecute all of the 
Long machine political wrong-doers. 

Even before the instance I have related, Mr. Viosca had held 
lucrative local attorneyships in Louisiana under succeeding opposing 
factions, and had demonstrated a marvelous acuteness and ability to 
change his position at the proper and most expedient time. 

You are to be congratulated, therefore, in sending some of 
Special Assistants to Louisiana to assist in the pending invest! 



J 

1 
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Honorable Frank Murphy • #4* 



7/22/39, 



tion and prosecutions* 

I hare only briefly summarized the situation. The enclosed 
clippings give more elaborate details* 

Tours very truly, 



/ 



i 1 / 



Hew York, 




18th, /39 




U.S. Attorney Genial Murphy, 
^ , Washington, B.C. 



Dear Sir; 




hare visiting the World Pair,waa glad to read in the morn- 



ing paper that the Federal Grand Jury indicted Seymour|weiss,we in 
Louisiana have been afraid to utter one word of protest against this 
Gang of scoundrel* for fear of being bodily injured. 

The Government should also get after Geo.jDanslger, — a 
Negro partner of Mayor^ Maestri who conducts the numbers games, also the 
Mayor Maestri, who was never elected by the people, who owns two hundred 
pieces of property, fifty per cent of which are occupied by whoars.and 
he pays no tax on this property. 

You will have to have some clever men stay In Louisiana 
sometime to get th low down on this gang. ( 

What Louisiana needs is Voting Machines, so the decent 
. wi respectable people can run for of f ice , knowing that the votes will be 
J^»gl£-Li counted In an honest manner. 




... 




Yours truly, 
J.C.porbln, 

HFCORpW) a. INDEXED 



c£-i i -is. 
Ptct\ 



'J 
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August 2, 1939 




j4g«oaAK«ai for 



A*»$tf$$it Attornejr '^ae'ral 




to our Ke* Orleans Office An anonymous ^BWpI»t^-1iiiPw"% M«i S 
which, UQwfr:*g:V» indorsation ^ontafi^»«Jjf iHTO|$pSp& 
geeUoa of Sir. nogge, is Rioted oji^i ..ri'^^&^.J *'..J§ 



"Assistant United States Attorney 
tfew Orleans, Le. 

father was * letter carrier, in the eaploj of the U* 0. Poatal service | p 

educated U jrjfcUe gh^ools ef H. Sk {V* allege training) Worked as « N 

youth for j* £« £e«san and Go. Ssu Orleans ^ro^srs, and at on* tise parked Jj 

for thea "la Jf*« Xerk* On hia return (atwut 193*2 or 1923) -he $j estimate*! ^ 

to be about; 37 years of age— while worl^if in I. tV with hie brother, .JSarf" & 

J. Chris tenberry, in the Jp&lM. fiftttgiiplijlg and envelope addressing, ° 

business—studied law at Loy&i« ^^verfi^l finishing his course about.. g 



1926 when be was admitted to the ^^^I0^^^^W^ 



Mr. CmwJ 

M r . r.-.-i... 

.Mr, I > sU'i- 
Mr. L'.wipr 

Hi. v 



jBf.iw.o». .w?r< cticed with indifferent suecesei and hia brother. Earl J. ChristeubePry * 

.«* hating becoee Secretary to Senator Long (about 1931) be was giyen »#ne (0 

wt. f a. T/unm email attorneyship under the I?t&te of- Louisiana* ?lo real duties to be 
pei formed, Just a political sinecure. ; . r D V' S 

"•■•'Ks-n *To<k an active Interest in Long's campaigns, and on the death of 'irOng.' 
M*-c'<"^" bo- a Herbert and his brother coating with the Leche machine, la 1935 
he w as appointed an Assis tant District attorney tihder Charles'A. gyrne* 
Bi4 ir^^^fi WxloMT WTJ,!fflx B i rrnei ' ^* int a political underling of Lonii*E 

to f il4 the raoancy caused by the resicn^tion 
Cseigned because Long's controlled Legielature 
toe^: fro* hia po*er to aops|trit his Aefcistants arid office force. The law 
profited »J el83Sio*i bouid be held to fill thie vacancy, but the 
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laWi mas ignored. 
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•^i»ainei,ji^er Syrnes. « uii 
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•He {chris^i^rry) nae no ability; * Mts^ri^i 

to the State ffacMlaft,^rtj| taviafc ; 
" tlosca's 'Cawlida.cy ' for ll itffffi erffi. f 
se »Hh;«ar f*?*gr» **• * don«t kno* what V ' 

repyttatto* suu coutt, «j ii-gft 

knof that novated e,**» and wifV|ggi 
tola thee thaf unless «»0y jpin hie flOCT 
la his S4et**H» of, 1 th» CrlaiaiJ. :R^lc$ 
prisoner (a negro) to the p>ei^totlar|f 

another S«ctloo had keen nolle proseojiiad; ~b*C*B&if'''*t loaafflcleat 
evidence, but he f CnriEtenberry, stated that the other trial assist- 
ant had bee a paid off, and he would ge_t hi*, too* this aan and 
wife, who are personally known to «e, will not aake a etateaent to 
this effect in writing, although they told it to as, personally, 
fearing persecution by the State aacalne^H^ > •, //• ^ 

"I have had no contact with his since als ^ecoBlng an Assistant fl. 8. >■■• 
Atty but it to believed he is pursuing the.saae tactics there. It "•' 
is ruaored in H» 0. that he nightly reporttf^the doings of the Grand .: 
lory, and the fact* obtained in hie jUnm^j|c«t^^.^t^^\.^A W^-P-' 
Jury roc*, to laeatri. The public has no confidence In hia In thla 
investigation, one citizen eta ting it fa* like assigning the fox to 
investigate the disappearance of the chickene froa the hen roost, 
when the fox turns up with a, noutn full of feathers* 



•J. SKELLI BRIGHT 

■Assistant united States Attorney 



"Out of law school not sore than six years (Loyola University). About 
28 years of a&e, and a nephew of , City Goaaissloner Josjjgh Patrick 
Skelly whose reputation and- grafting propensities t»o reputed) have 
been covered in the report -on gambling*' fie is an unknown, has no 

particularly, ability and jcses his appointasiit to the sell out by 
Viosca to tiie State ^cijfne when they proaised him. a Federal Judge- 
ship. Viosca teriied ottt four assistants (anti St^te laachiue) when 
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pi ii $eUeve_ he daily Import* kit fact* to Saestri and 
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jsicla, Joseph P. S&eliy. H# also »f u*#d to fitec&i 
., v ,, , candidacy ;f or federal Judgeship, / dfciitf^aifev Obristej^rry* 

eoaid first have to find out where thel»echa i nuichine stood. ■;■ 
Mia mother, who is a sister of Joseph P. jSfcelly, is * ward - * 
captain or leader in one of the uptown wards, and is on the ; ': 
ij^iyg^.!^ the family of the ^kali^\a||,.oa the payroll. ^ 

■iilUJUa * I. GAUDIM ' ' ' , ■ . N?£0&$ ^yW: :• ' ?v ' -\">. ; 

^eeietant United Statee Attorney ^^^a^S^^^^-^ 

/ "Out of las school about ten years. , Holds a BAjsnd LIB froa Loyala - 
/',_ University, of which college hie brother. Father Gaudia* * Jesuit i ; 
' Priest, la President. I know nothing definite against hi*'' 
integrity and as far as grafting is concerned, though a local 
Attorney told ate that since becoming an Assistant ff. S. Attorney ' 
he told a prisoner, charged with a narcotic violation that if he, 
the prisoner, secured the services of his, Gaudin'e brother (Felix 
J, Gaudin, Atty. in M. 0.) that he would not bo indicted, which 
the prisoner wisely did, and was not indicted. The fee paid sae 
reported to be $750. Rnether thtre wan a split or not, I would 
not Say* Be was one of the administration's men who went in 
with the Tiosca sell out, and later refused to endorse Viosca 
for the Federal Judgeship unless it was 0. M. with the Ad- 
Ministration. Prior to his appointment, he did not actively 
practice law here, working for the Pan An Oil Co., and holding 
down a job on the dock board at |150 a month, merely receiving 
his check and cashing it, doing no work for it at all, as he 
vas employed as a salesman by the oil company and it took up 
all of his time. It is believed he daily reports the progress 
of the investigation to Staastri. A witness recently summoned 
. said he was afraid to tell any of the Assistants (or even 
\ Vioeca) all he knew, as they would carry it, and the crowd 
in Baton Rou^e might have him *knocked off 4 .* 



N v Mr. Rojjge indicated he was perturbed by the following sentence 

appearing in Paragraph 5x *I know that he visited a man and wife in 
the city of sew Orleans and told them that unless they gave hia ^XOJ 
to nolle prosequi^ a case in his* Section of the Criminal District 
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it that th* other trUi sextant hk : pT$il3wl^ 




8*J> too,* but ?a# u^eteralae* ii^M^i' «<i^ : ''Mia^^l%^ ; --^ 



would be take a, however believing that 

be paaeed on to j«.'^«Jfe--.^ '-^^|^ ! 7 J »-'^' : ;f?v : ... 

Mr. fiosge also Indicated be intended to vise Assistant 
United States attorney Herbert ». CbrUteoberry lathe trial* j - . ^ 
In the Casee la connection with thJU unffttffti&iu, j^^^*f &y; • . .^'^M'fe 
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John Edgar Hqow .*V'' 



Director t-:-®fr»-r ■'■ •<'$£&* V H £ 
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Jte&eral Mutmu of luueatijjatian 
Uuitrii States department of Justice 

1503 Masonic Temple Building 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
July 29, 1939 



Director *)- ^ jtf 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

KB: LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. 0. JOHN ROGGE, head of the criminal division of 
the Department of Justice, who is presently in New Orleans, 
submitted the following anonymous communication received by 
him in New Orleans: 



CHRISTENBERRY? HERBERT fl". 

Assistant United States Attorney 

New Orleans, La, 

His father was a letter carrier, in the employ of the N. O. 
Postal service; educated in the public shcoola of N. 0, (No 
college training )_ Worked as a youth for J. K. Newman and Co. 
New Orleans brokers, and at one time worked for them in New 
York. On his return (about 1922 or 1923)-he is estimated to 
be about 37 years of age — while working in N. 0. with his 
brother, Earl J. Christenberry, in the public multigraphing 
and envelope addressing business — studied law at Loyala univer- 
sity, finishing his course about 1926 when he was admitted to 
the bar. 

Practiced with indifferent success, and his brother, Karl J. 
Christenberry having become Secretary to Senator Long (about 
1931) he was given some small attorneyship under the State of 
Louisiana. No real duties t*Tbe performed, just a political — 
sinecure. ■ ^jf , £ ^ ^. ' 

Took an active interest' in Long's campaigns, and on the death 
of Long both Herb ert 'and his brother continued with the Leche 
machine. In 1935 lie was appointed an Assistant District Attor- 
ney tinder Charles 'A.^ Byrne , District of Orleans Parish — 

.15 bti^l7?964 
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Byrnes being a political underling of Long's who was illegally 
appointed to fill the Tacancy caused by the resignation of Dist. 
Atty_ Stanley who resigned because Long's controlled Legislature 
took from him power to appoint his Assistants and office force. 
The law provided that an election should be held to fill this 
vacancy, but the law was ignored. 

Remained under Byrnes until a little more than a year ago(about 
1938) when he was appointed an Assistant TJ. S. Attorney whenYVios- 
ca gave all patronage of his office to the State Machine, in 're- 
turn for the promised support by the machine of his candidacy 
for the new Federal Judgeship. 

He (Christenberry) has no ability whatever, and boasts of his 
loyalty to the State machine, even having gone so far as to re- 
fuse to endorse Viosca' s candidacy for theFederal Judgeship, 
saying 'it might embarass me with my party, as I don't know what 
they will do'. Had a bad reputation in the State Court, as it 
was rumored he was grafting. I know that he visited a man and 
wife in the city of New Orleans and told them that 
unless they gave him $100 to nolle prosequie a case in his Section 
of the Criminal District Court, he would send the prisoner {a 
negro) to the pentientiary, although the charges in another 
Section had been nolle prosequied because of insufficient evi- 
dence, but he, Christenberry, stated that the other- trial assist- 
ant had been paid off, and he would ge t his, too. This man and 
wife, who are personally known to me, will not make a statement 
to this effect in writing, although they told it to me, person- 
ally, fearing persecution by the State .machine. 

I have had no contact with him since his becoming an Assistant 
U. S. Atty- but it is believed he is pursuing the same tactics 
there. It is rumored in N. 0. that he nightly reports the doings 
of the Grand Jury, and the facts obtained in his investigations 
outside of the jury room, to Maestri. The public has no ccnfidenee 
in him in this investigation, one citizen stating it was like 
assigning the foz to investigate the disappearance of the chick- 
ens from the hen roost, when tSe fox turns up with a mouth full 





Assistant United States Attorney 



out of law school not more than six years (Loyola University). 
About 28 years of age, and a nephew of City Commissioner Jospeh 
Fatrick\okelly whose reputation and grafting propensities (so 
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reputed) have been covered in the report on gambling.. He is an 
unknown, has no particula rly ability and owes his appointment to 
the sell out by Viosca to the State machine when they promised 
him a Federal Judgeship, Viosca turned out four assistants 
(anti State machine) when he switched his politics, and appointed 
four state machine men. It is believe_ he daily reports his 
facts to Maestri and his uncle, Joseph P.^Skelly. He also refused 
to endorse Viosca* a candidacy for Federal Judgeship, saying, 
like Christ enberry, he would first have to find out where the 
Leche machine stood. His mother, who is a sister of Joseph P. 
Skelly, is a ward captain or leader in one of the uptown wards, 
and is on the payroll. All the ^fa mily o f the Skelly^s are on the 
payroll. 

HILLARY J.XgAUDIN 

Assistant UnitSTBtatTs Attorney 

out of law school about ten years. Holds a BA and LLB from Loy- 
ala University, of which college is brother, Father Gaudin, a 
Jesuit Priest, is President. I know nothing definite against 
his integrity and as far as grafting is concerned, though a 
local Attorney told me that since becoming an Assistant U. S* 
Attorney he told a prisoner, charged with a narcotic violation 
that if he, the prisoner, secured the services of his, Gaudin' s_ 
brother (Felix jAGaudin, Atty. in N. 0.) that he would not be 
indicted, which the prisoner wisely did, and was not indicted. 
The fee paid was reported to be $750. whether there was a split 
or not, I -would not say. H© was one of the administration's 
men who went in with the Viosca sell out, and later refused to 
endorse Viesca for the Federal Judgeship unless it was 0. K. 
with the Administration. Prior to his appointment, he did not 
actively practice law here, working for the Pan Am Oil Co., and 
holding down a job on the dock board at $150 a month, merely re- 
ceiving his check and cashing it, doing -no work for it at all, 
as he was anployed as a salesman by the oil company and it took 
up all of his time. It is believed he daily reports the progress 
of the investigation to Maestri. A witness recently summoned 
said he was afraid to tell any of the Assistants {or even Viosca} 
all he knew, as they would carry it, and the crowd in Baton Rouge 
might have him 'knocked of/* . 

J 

Mr. RO-pgff advised that with reference to Paragraph 5 
of the letter, he wa'S somewhat perturbed by the following sen- 
tence: "I know that he visited a man and wife in the city of 
New Orleans and .t€ld them that unless they gave him $100 to nolle 
prosequi© a case in his Section of the Criminal District Court, 
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he would send the prisoner ( a negro ) to the penitentiary, al- 
though the charges In another Section had been nolle prosequied 
because of Insufficient evidence, but he, Chri stenberry, stated 
that the other trial assistant had been paid off, and he would 
ge_t his, too*. 

Mr. ROGGS advised that he was undetermined as to just 
what he would do with reference to the sentence quoted, that he 
believed this anonymous communication should be passed on to the 
Attorney General. Mr. ROGGE advised that he intends using Assist- 
ant United States Attorney HERBERT W. CHRISTENBERRT in the trials 
in the cases in connection with this investigation which are 
presently pending in New Orleans. 

It is requested that copies of the anonymous communi- 
cation received by Mr. ROGGE be forwarded to the Attorney General, 
in accordance with Mr. ROGGE' s request, if it is agreeable to the 
Bureau to to do. 



Very truly yours, 



B. E. SACKETT, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Please, while you're about the i 
bus-ineB of washing Louisiana* a* face -with aye 
coventrate , dorit overlook the] Sanderson-peGeneresl 
clique. Scrub the flooes and wklls of the'Shreve- 
port Charity Hospital. Pind out why Sanderson is 
permitted to haul hundreds of dollars worth of 
food away from the hospital for the private use | 
of his friends, openly, and without so much as a $j 
"By your leave" j, 

Please, help clean up this end of^ 
the state as well as the southern rim. fji 

Yours for a real clean-up 

Atfitizen \ 



JtECOIiDED & INDEXED 



,:,..buJJ ^ 
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u. r. rcpap 






